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The histQry of the Spanish Peaks Ranger District was
compiled by Lewis A. Cummings who, at his retirement in 1959
after thirty-five years of service with the Urited States
Forest Service, was called the "Dean of the San Isabel National
Forest", Mr. Cummings was born in Massachusetts in 1901, and
after having lived for a time in California, finished high
school in St. Petersburg, Florida. He received a Bachelors
degree in Forestry from the University of Idaho, and iy 1929
graduated cum laude with a Masters degree in Tropical Forestry
from Yale University. He was married to Florence Ratcliffe
of Denver in 1928. . ) ' '

" After’assignments with the Forest Service in Minnesota,
Grand Junction, Colorado, and Lander, Yyoming, Mr. and Mrs.
Cummings moved to la Veta, Colorado, in 1942, where Mr. .

- Cummings remained as Chief Forest Ranger until his retirement
in 1959. After his retirement, Mr. and Mrs. Cummings continued
to reside near La Veta, where Mr. Cummings died in 1975.

The original menuscript was completed in 1947, and
throughout the 1950's Mr. Cummings continued to add material.
The additions begin on page 101, and as Mr. Cummings notes on
page 100, he "believed they should be inserted at the end of °
the original account instead of attempting to place them under
the various headings." This accounts for the double entry of
page numbers for various chapters in the Table of Contents.
The only change in the reprinting of the original document is
in the page numbers, and the original was double~spaced.

' This study, in addition to being a valuable historical
document, is an interesting survey of the Spanish Peaks area.
Too often the congiderable efforts of people like Mr. Cummings
who compile such histories are lost and forgotten. In order
to preserve this study for future generations and to make it
available to & wide audience of interested persons, Mrs.
Cummings generously gave her permission for this printing.

The actual reprinting was contributed by old friends of the
Cummings, Marion and Fred lampe, and Natalie Cambon.

July, 1981
This second printing was made possible by a gift from
Mrs. D. W. Forbes of Dalias, Texas a long time friend of
My, Cummings. :

October, 1981

~This third printing was made possible by the La Veta
library and reproduced at Edwardsville, Illinois, by Marion
and Fred Lampe.

May, 1990



HISTORY OF THE SPANISH PEAKS RANGER DISTRICT
AND SURROUNDING COUNTRY
SAN ISABEL MNATIOMAL FOREST

Region 2

Compiled and edited by Lewis A. Cummings

December, 1947



~

10.

11.

HISTORY OF THE SPANISH PEAKS RAMGER DISTRICT

Table of Contents

. Introduction

Huajatolla

Geoloaical History

. Early Inhabitants

. Spanish Expeditions
. Romance of the Spanish Peaks

.'Mexican Land Grants

a. Viail-St. Vrain
b. Maxwell Grant

c. Sanare de Cristo (Trinchera Ranch)

. Indian Battles

. Early Settlements

a. Trinidad

b. lalsenburq

c. La Veta

Economic Geoloay and Minina Activities
Spanish Peaks Ranger District

a. Administrative Sites

5

10

18, 125,
24

31

31, 122
31,121
35, 121
37

39

39, 138
39
40,110, 118
42, 119
56

59



12.

13.

12,

15.

17.

18.

19,

20.

m.

nl

. Forest Fires
. Timber Cutting

. Planting Activities

Forest Insects

Range Manacement

. wiIdlife Management

. Roads
. Trails

. Recreation Activities

Floods

. Plane Crashes

ames of Features and Towns

Forest Officers

Bibliography

Additions

History of Huerfano County

Early La Veta Settlers

Raton Pass

lleather

Pike's Expedition

Prehistoric Animals

Railroads

60

62

66

€6

72

80, 142
82

8%

86, 142
88

8%

94, 140
95

28

100
101, 103, 134
114

121

122

133

139

139



{inst Goe HISTORY (OF THE SPANISH PEAKS RANGER DISTRICT: (i i s’

AND - SURROUNDING COUNTRY E _._'-" T

Compiled by Lewis A. Cummings

s “ } . ;A )
O . R A 8T TR Y B

r\.IntroductionQ.ﬂlAA

The geography of a country plays an important part in the nature of: its:
settlement, its industries, and in the welfare of its people. In the Spanish
Peaks area coal mining and cattle ranching are dominant,the: former creating !
work im,the.forests: in. the production of props and other materials needed in the’
mines. . The formation of coalttook place millions of years. agoiand. the cattle: ’
industry became possible only ‘through geological stabilization -and" the - formation .

of soils.'-This in turn has‘created extensive grazing 1ands, at: first-providing.. -~

feed for the buffalo and other wild animals, but now for the large herds of-
cattle and sheep. Goats are numerous in certain sections and have proved to
be as destructive here as:in~other: parts of the world. - 2

From the very beginning the earth's, crust was., built up . by’ the deposits of
sedimentary: material -washed from. unknown land masses and by volcanic. disturb-
ances beneath the surfaceﬁ. Although erosion has never ceased it is not. as:;_,'
spectacular as-in.ages past.when, bread valleys were ‘carved from mountain; ‘masses.
This is true!of .tha Cucharas.valley for:there are- rock..formations around. the
Peaks..which ‘are .also found near Gardner, but no:longer in between. e

The Spanish Peaks District and surrounding region is of a varied topo-
graphy. -To the northwest ‘ofiLa Veta gan be:seen Veta. Mountain;. rising well
over 11,500 feet:above the level of the sea: A close.examination of the peak
shows it -to'be largely., slide rock with. large flows resembling glac1ers in
appearance.v The. Culebra Range lies.to the west,. a low range of mountains. -
covered with-forests until it reaches Trinchera Peak, 13, 546 feet, well above: |-
the line of timber. Farther south, though not visible from La Veta, is Culebra
Peak, 14 069 feet in elevation.

The Spanish Peaks are: two 1ndependent masses east of the Culebra Ranne.
West Peak;twith-an: elevation of 13,623 feet, overtops the one to.the east which:
only has an elevation of 12,708 feet.- This difference in elevation is. not
readily discernable in the distance. ; ( ¥

Several streams rise in the mountains in thls area, all of which flow in % o n
a general northeasternly direction to the Arkansas River. However, little of
the water originating in the mountains finds -its way to the parent:stream during
the summer: months, being. diverted from:the channels to flow oversthe mearby
hay lands.: A large quantity. 'of water also flows into storage. reservoirs for
domestic use by the cities of Trinidad; Walsenbur and- La Veta.

The main streams, Cucharas Apishapa, and Purpat01re, though relatively
small, are designated -as rivers upon the maps. These streams have carved deep
canyons in‘'the plains reglon\to the' east where evidence of Aa. prehistoric race
has been found. : it e . :

Trinidad, with a population of 13,223 according to the 1940 census, is the
largest city adjacent to the district. Walsenburg, with a population of 5,855

B ; .



follows, while Aguilar; 173974 &nd La Veta, 897, are the other principal smaller
communities. Other towns of this area are dependent almost entirely on the
production of coal and several ghost towns exist diie-to the mines becoming
inoperable.

West of Trinidad, along the Purgatoire River, are several small towns
largely dependent on coal production, and for several miles dwellings line the
highway. Among these towns are Jansen, Sopnris, Cokedale, Valdez, and Weston.
Farther west are small resorts, including Storz, Stonewall, and Monument Lake.
Weston is the headquarters for the Colorado Fuel and Iron Corporation in this
area. Other small communities connected with the coal mining industry are
located around ithe: dlstrict. il 3t : ; . 4 e

) The,country surrounding the Spahish ?eaks abounds with legendary and his— Aty &
torical Btories. A ttibe of Indians' is known:to:have inhabited: the plains and .-
foothills,?snd:fromrthe:potsherdSMfound{in‘thercaveSPandrdWelling places,.they Ty o
are believed' to have'been hetfe.as"eatly: as 1000.A.. D.+ Local authors have.
written much:concerning these’ early aborigines and with little restraint on
their imaginatious. sl g i WL e %l T : : £

Fep L i Bhpl N o TR f s . o

There are tales of the Spaniards visiting this area. as early as the six-
teenth century hunting for treasure, but this is not borme out by the facts.
However, séveral:expeditions’didipass through the area 'in.ithe 17th-and 18th
centuries.:but not. ‘in'search 6f gold: and silver« ‘The Spaniards had learned-
long beforethis that “the:wedlth of this: southwestern country was not in-pre-
cious metals.  Howevery the Spanish:Peaks were onithe border .of. the:Spanish .
territory“with tHe possibility of somé Spaniards visiting the :area without : ...
leaving authentic records: 'teo prove it. These -little~known explorations make up. ‘:
part of the 1egendary stories of today.

The Mex1can GOVernment claimed the territory around the Spanish Peaks as.
shown by the land’ grants made shortly before it was purchased by the United
States. Hotwever, the bounddriés were pushed too far to the north-and all: the
grants were not recognized by our government. This is true of ‘the area-around:
La Veta. " Shortly after the Hexican War the area began to feel .the first 1n£lux

of settlers. ' OEE WA o F 7 "

Settlement of the area was rapid after the Civil War and with the construc-~
tion of the! railroad in1876: ‘The settlers:.swarmed over the plains,.into ‘the
foothi11s, and finally on-the:slopes and high-altitude parks of!the mountains.’
However, thedr stay in- the mountains’'was not 'of long duration-.and one: by pne
they gradually deserted their homesteads for more comfortable places: below. :
Even at high altitudes cultivation was attempted but climate was too severe for
most crops. : ‘ e : g 3 g e .

The opening of the"” coal mines fron W’alsenburo to Trinidad created an enor—
mous demand' for props.’ Prop cutters .swarmed through:the: forests:cutting. any-:
thing that would makéiprops, taking out! valuable  growing stock at.the same time. .
Even today on private dands the' cutting of- mine props is removing stands of young:
ponderosa pine thus depriving future generations of saw—log material.

The destructiOn of the forests in the western; mountalns led to the crea-
tion of''the ‘national forests :at the turn:of the century... The Spanish_Peaks
area was set aside for this purpose in 1907.

RTINS



e following’ article written‘by 87 E. Doering, former Assistant’ Forest
Supervisory under the date of December 5, 19247 expresses‘the sentimental side
of the Spanish Peaks. R . ’«‘i"' ] 4 Va
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"In the city of old Mexico, wete” one ' to look oatiently enough, one- would
find an old, old record. Perhaps the volume would be aged and dusty, the
parchment® br1ttle,”but qn its” very aae, in its quaintness of Ianguape, one would
read with- intense interest: ." : g s

T S g Y s R FY SR E W RETE o
T 4874 pigantlc double mountain in. the northérnmost liriits"of the:

Empire, it being far across the Painted Desert, towards the“dunrise where

the world ends. The tribes of the desert reverence it and call it

HuaJatolla, meaning 'breasts of the world. e = L QI g
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'”The Raln Gods dWell in Huajatolla. “The mountains are- round as .a’
woman' s breasts° ‘ThHere" the élouds are born- and aursed: that-bfing the
summer ‘rains. “There only, ‘toward the far North, where the limitless”™
plains meet the sky, it rains on the eve of every day. Trees grow w1th
fruit dpon ‘them. The" birds sing. The air is heavy laden with ‘the sweet
perfume of flowers.:’- ' e -

" "Thi's mountain is the abode ‘of “those “abov¥e. ‘Tt*is "thé ‘abode of“the-
Gods "of Rain‘who “have" power to ‘move Tthe clouds and geatter “thém-all- over
the worldsy Jealously the tribes '6f ‘thé Gredt-Painted 'Desert gusrd the £l
mountain of Huajatolla, for if the rain fails they have no food;-adnd.s7ith
no food they perish all

e - I ? Foraim o . i e1etegene e
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*Wany years -agé, before thé: first white man stepned ashore,'even
before ‘the alliance of " the three kin"doms ‘of Alcolhua, Aztec, iand: Tepence,
gold was already an eagerly sought artlcle° _”“” : AR

Lo mes

’But it- was not ‘coined in those: dayss'nor was it" used in barter, 1t
wvas offered ‘to the Deities only,_and w1th which the shrlnes of ' &
Huitzilopochtli wéte 'deéked. Rt *

"The bulk of it was brought from the double mountain of Huajatolla,
sixty days travel to the north, and it was taken to the cities of Mexico,
Tezueco and Teacopan.

"But when Nezahuatcovctle reigned in splendor at Tezuco, the Gods
perhaps became envious of the magnificance of his court, for they placed
demons at Huajatolla to guard the gold, and although invisible, they
manifested their power in many ways.

“"History relates that these peaks were the first mountains sighted
by white men of this continent. !any centuries ago the tribes of the
Plains and the Great Painted Desert east and south, long before the coming
of white man, called them luajatolla. Vhen the Spanish penetrated west-
ward to their base, they called them Los Dos Hermanos, meaning “The Two
Brothers."

"The 0ld Spaniard has lived many summers and winters at the base of
Huajatolla. Often he can recount his history of more than a century.



He is, quaint..and quiet, his English .is.very limited. - He lives. very simply

.o’ dried vegetables ‘from his’ garden, a little meat and milk. from the goat. .. .

herd, and tortillas, ‘& flat pancaheiike bread, the flour for which comes
from his own mill of two flat, rounded stones. He answers questions Very
kindly whilst he searches the questioner with keen, penetrating eyes.
Then he will roll a cigarette from brown paper adding only a tiny wisp

of tobacco. TUis is a life of rigid moderateness in all things and, above
all, he is devotedly a. catholic, a. humble believer in God.? em

"His casa, or: house, whereln centurlans before him haVe been cradled

" and passed ‘to the Great Maker, is found always in a settlement of. like i I

casas, following a straggling, unkempt street. His casa is small and
unpretentious; being. plastered entirely over w1th mud and hav1n? ‘a; flat,
mud—covered roofs e s ”_S.H e o -
"5 every hamlet there is the little mud—covered church With its
ever-tilting wooden cross. Back: of ‘the chutch, or at its side is God's'
acre, -.a bit-of land that has.been blessed. and .is ‘holy..:There are many
graves some  are’ very old._ Always, -at the‘head of the grave, there is.
a cross carved from wood or: chiseled from stone, but always° the cross,;H

S

"Along the roadside one .may, frequently flnd ‘a small wooden cross,
tilting. ‘It ‘seems they a 1ways tilt. ‘Many- small round rocks are piled
about its base, but there is no grave. Again it is their devout religion.
The cross,.is. for someone who-has passed to the Blessed Virgin Mary. The
stones :are placed there by a passing relative or loved: one, as.a token of
remembrance and with faith tnat the absent one 1s happy in the land of -

Everlastlng‘ : et P =2 f_ L1 v 2 Ly - o '_,:'ELJ"I

"Away south and east are the 11m1tless pra1r1es and the Painted
Desert; -shimmering under the heat of summer. sun,-ending farther.on in a
dnll_hazeuof purpleé and blue. There are many hamlets ‘and. blocked-off
ranches out there.’ One sees a' W1ndin rsilvernlike thread streaming along
the base of the ranges from Pueblo to- Trinidad, ‘It is the auto highway =~
marking -almost the.exact route of ,the Pony Express of a short .century
ago. Over its. course) dare—devil riders Worked night. and day, in calm
or in storm, evading the redskin and bandit as- best they miOht.,.‘ el

el
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The -historical record of the Spanish Peaks and adjacent areas could not.
be complete without reviewing the vast geolog yical activity which took place
millions of years before man, set, foot upon thlS earth..  When the- ‘ancient seas
lapped the, shores ‘of the: present Greenhornlﬂountalns most of Colorado lay .
beneath the water . teefninfJr with.1life as it then existed., Even this.ocean
received the sediments washed from unknown land masses which long since have
disappeared. These anciept sedimentary. deposits. underlie: the region to: a
profound depth yet in many places they: are exposed and afford man..an oppor—
tunity to. studv ‘the events which occurred

The bevinnino of Jorth Amerlca as a continent has been descrlbed in )
Geological History of North Amerlca» as follows,_ =

At tne beglnnlng of the Cambrlan Perlod (Paleozoic ura), -gome 500
million: years ago, the Horth Anerlcan continent had what-might’ be called

its triangular backbone already outlined. . . The eastern side of the tri— -

angle consisted of a mountain chain parallel to but east of the present
Appalachian system. The western side was formed by a. chain of mountains
just beginning to be upllfted ‘near the present west coast,..- The interior E
of, this triangle must have been a broad, rather. smooth plateaue ‘Inc T
other words, North America was- even then, a true coatineqt in ‘that it
consisted of a large land ﬂaSS~W1th its edoes turned up into- mountaing -

. . . During this period a long narrow trough stretched down -the-

eastern side of the continent just inside the eastern highlands, at its
areatest -extent reaching from norxthern fGreenland to:Alabama. -. .Another.

long, marrow trough extended southward.frOﬂ the erctic, through the’ region.;a.g
that is now. the Rocky Wountalns as far- south as southern: Nevada,i_rhus,---w“

while the ﬂajorrstructural faatures ‘of Horth America were already outs>

as it .then- appeared,,w1th seas replacing the present Aonalachlan and -
Rocky Mountains and with other mountaln ranues occupying ‘what is now the '
coast line on the east and west°

lined, one would scarcely recognize at firse:sizht a map of . ‘the ;continent - :

’-K«-—" fn el R

The Greenhorn Mountaln mass is conpooed of aneleat ﬂranltes and schlsts
with sedimentary rocks lacking in .areas where: they.nmight have been: prasarved.

These .mountains are: thus considered as of Archean orizin, or:during the period

when the flrst rocks wers made. In.most places on-the, earth” these are covered
with thousands of “feéet of sedimentary. material through whichi great ‘mountain
chains and peaPs pushed their way from below, bending them into. unnatural
poeltions.

From therbe;l_.,lnn'.u'ﬁT the Greenhorn MOuntains appeared above the sea, up-— -
llfted from time to time and'more:than- once depressed, but pever submer"ed into
its “depths .since: this flrst perlod of -geological time. WNo record of life has’
been found in these -ancient rocks and if any, PXlSted it would be of the most
Prlmitive-;- Lok BRIRCTE R e fi R
But this region was not always peaceful and quiet, for in the more recent

tines it~ experienced .considerable volcanic activity. :On:the summit of the

*Smithsonian: ucientlfic aerless Volume 19, By Fay S. ‘Bassler and Charles B 4
Resser. LT ¥ DE . R = I 4 L TE



Greenhorns tnere is a large area of [éXttusive .lava ‘made up of several distinct
flows, the later overlying the earlier in nearly horizontal positions.

Somé scientists ‘place ‘the’ Archean’ age-‘as ‘far back as 2000 million’ years.
During all 'this period the Greedhorn lountdins: are presumed to ‘have been in -
existende buf afford 1ittle information-as to' thé' events occurring at’ the time.
The absence -of fossil'remaihs is' characteristic of the'Arthean” and only' the o
most simple forms of! plant and animal life~are believed to have existed

It is difficult for man” to-visualize' the vast amount’ of time” occurring
between thé Archean age, the most anciént of ‘the periods of which physical
evidence remains, and the Carboniferous period: "The latter came into existence
about 300 million years ago and is represented by a brick-red sandstone around
Badito, and to a greater extent 'in the Sangre de Cristo range to'the west,
where it attained a thickness of several thdusand feet.:.The remains of.a Car-'"
boniferous fauna and flora have been found in the beds on the Sangre de Cristo
range, but nowhere’in-Colorade is there evidence of the gréat coal-béaring
forests and tneir 1nhabitants wnich are found in the eastern part of the con—'
tinenti v =" . LEa S I :

The'Carboniferons'period was chdracterized by dense’growths of vegetation
in most regions, and’the depteéssed land surfaces bordering ‘the continents pro-'
vided swampy’ conditions most favorable to coal formations. Varieties of plants
which are now of small '‘sizé and lowly ' position in ‘the botanical world- acquired
the propottion of large trees. however, ‘the great coal-béaring formations of
Colorado occurred at a-more- recent time in geological history. '

During tile Age of Reptiles, ‘about 160 #ilkfon years ago, the lorrisod -
formation-was laid ‘down, characterized by ‘shales, sandstones, and lime. ~This
formation ‘is highlyWariable in charactér, ‘with much of the’ clay often burried
beneath the'floor of thé valley: Dinosaur material has been taken from this
formatioh 'in thie ‘Canon City ‘and liorrison districts. "In addition to the bonés
of reptiles, there dare plant<fossils, usually ‘of poor quality9 and’ freshvater '
gastropods, in some places more or less abundant. A

The Cretaceous period, also during the Age of Reptiles9 had its origin
about 125 w@iTlioh yedrs ago “aiid lasted:for 60 te 70 million yedars. The more
ancient rocks ‘of" the Spanish Peaks ‘region are burtied bemeath the sediments de-~
posited in the watérs of the ocean wliich coveréd most of Colorado at thdt time. *
During these millions of jears formations were laid down in "thé océan with ‘de-
posits rangino from 4000 to: 5000 feet 1n thickness, consistin0 of sandatones,-
shales, and-limestones.: : &

Plant and animal life existed during this period and numerous fossilized
marine shells: have been found ‘in some localities, Among the marine fossils are
Inoceramus labiatus -"3 flat, concentrically-ringed- ‘shell from 3 teo 4 inchés long 5 =
and from 2 to 3 inches broad; the coiled ammonité,: Prioncyclus wyoningensis; }
Inoceranus deformis; ‘Baculites:; céphalopods with straight chambered shells; stall "
oyster shells; Halymenites; sharks teeth and fish scales. The tracks of a small
crustacean have been found in the Apishapa formation.

o

The oldest’ aeposit of " this period is theé Dakota formatlon which in places '

has yielded leaf impressions. in.the elays. . ... . .. o0 e ;
The Trinidad sandstofie'is the last of:the ‘harine Cretaceods formatiéns, and

witih the beginning of the Laramie epoch new conditions were inaugurated. The °

(a2



waters in which the sediments were deposited, while ‘5till connected: with' the
ocean, no longer supportéd marine 1ifé.’ The aréas reéceiving sediments continued
to subside, but the rate of subsidence was slower ‘in rélation to the rate of .-
sedimentation, thougn tiley varied with respect to one another. These variations
gave rise to an alternating series of sandy and silt-like deposits depending

on the action of tidal and other currents. The ‘subsidence was also marked by
haiting stages, during whicn extensive peat-like beds were formed from the -
remaing of semi-tropical vegetation that flourished in the marshy land areas of
the period. With furthér subsidence these areas weré “buried under fresh sedi-
wments, whicn continued to accumulate until another haltiag stage permitted

the formation of swanmps and marshes. These conditions were many times repeated,
and the subsequent consolidation of the sediments into sandstone and shale; and
the peat into coal, give rise to the extensive coal-bearing Laramie series.

The Laramie is the most important foimation in this ‘area from an ecomomic -
point of view. It is characterized by a rich, semi-tropical flora, very similar °
to wiat is found in the Gulf States today, and leaf lmprints of cértain species
of oalk, fan palm, fig, poplar, willow, and tulilp trees are of common occurrence

in the thin~beddad sandstones and lower shaly-bedsg

In the Geoloaqlcal inistory of dorth America the Cretaceous period is
sumnarized as follows:" ' ' 8 A i .

"This phenémenal'inundaticn durins Upper Cretaceous time submerged the
central part of the Horti American continent from Alaska tc the Gulf of
ilexico. ,.On low-lying swanps bordering the newly formed 'inland sea grew
ferns and other plants vhose carbonized remains were transformed into. the
.present coal beds of the locky JTountain region. Ry B!

At the close of the ilesozoit era the sea was completely drained fron
tue land. ountain building now began at a great rate and continued into
the next era. The end of the Upper Cretaceous pariod saw the birth of the
Rocky ilountains in iorth America and the'Andes in South America. ~Changes.
in clivate and enviromment wnici accompaniec this uplift proved fatal to
tine more highly specialized animals and plants of the liesozoic, and whole
groups. of then perished.” - ¥ B :

With this eading of the Laramlie, the Eocene (dawn of recent life), had its
beginning. During tonils time important changes were effected in tbe.configgration
of the country by the pronounced mountain growti wnich then took place. Previous
to this time the Sangre de Cristc Ranpe was simply the eastern shore-border of
a low=lying laad mass that extends west so as to include the area now occupied
by tie San Juan ilountains. The initial stages in the formatien of this range
coineide with the pest-Laramie movement, though the final stages of the upheaval
occurred during a latter period of disturbance. At about the same time the,
Greennorn Liountains, wnicii had Leen a land area from early times, were also up-
1ifted,. while the strata of the plains border were arched up and probably more
or less faulted. DBetween this arch and the Greenhorn ilountains on. the one hand,
anc the Sangre de Cristo Range on the other, was formed the depressgion that was
occupied by the Huerfano Hocene Lake. This lake stretched from the Purgatoire
River Valley in a generally northwesternly direction to the Huerfano Valley.
buring the early Rocene this depression, or basin, steadily subsided, and a great
depta of sediments accumulated in it. - e §hs s > e

whe character of these sediments varied from place to place according to
the composition of tue neighboring land surface that furnished the debris.- This



is especially.true of -the late Eocene deposits, which were formed during the
erosion. of Archean, Carboniferous, and early ilesozoic beds; while at the :
beginning of the Eocene the debris was either Archean or derived from rock that
was made ‘up of Archean material. . : Mo, WL

puringthe period of the Huerfano-Eocene Lake, the Poison Canyoﬁ,xCucﬁara,_
and Huerfano formations were laid down with a thickness of several thousand feet.
In the Poison Canyon formation petrified wood is the only organic material that

nas been found. wNo organic material of any kind has been found in the Cuchara
formation. : - : o

The Huerfano formation .on the Huerfanmo River has afforded remains of a .
mammalian fauna rich in species. The fauna of the basal zone corresponds mainly
with that of the Wind River beds of Wyoming or the upper portion of the lower
Eocene, while the-fauna of the principal body of the formation corresponds to
that of the Bridger beds of Wyoming, or liddle Zocene. The most abundant remains
are those of Tillotherium, an animal about the size of the modern black bear, but
possessing enormous incisor teeth, very much larger and more powerful than those
of the beaver. These are associated with remains of carniverous rodents, and =
the primitive Bridger horse, Pliolophus. ' '

After the Cucharas beds were deposited the basin of the Huerfano continued
to receive sediments up to the close of the bridger (41ddle Eocene). At the
close of the Bridger the Huerfano Lake ceased to exist. and coincident with
additional upheaval of the Sangre de-Cristo range, tue cadiments along frhe
western border of the lake were steeply upturned and the arch <= swalld L0 t?e‘
eastward was considerably augumented.  Whether or not this period of disturoance

was contemporaneous with the earlier eruptions of igneous rocks has not Heen .
determined, tnough it is evident that the eruptions were subsequent to the laying
down of the iocene sediments, as numerous dikes that traverse the latter testify.
During the latter part of the Eocene and the early part of the Neocene or possibly
early in the Pleistocene period, further movement, resulting in app:ggiablg
changes of level,; gave rise to conditions that admitted to limited areas of

gsediments being deposited.

During tihe more recent periods, covering several millions of years, igneous
eruptions occurred throughout the Spanish Peaks and Huerfano regions. The :
earlier eruptions gave rise to sheets intruded conformably with the bedding of
the sedimentaries, and to dikes. traversing the beds more or less nearly vertical.
The dikes are most numerous in the vicinity of the Spanish Peaks, evidently the
chief centers of eruptiom. From this center they radiate in all directions. At
least fifteen separate eruptions have been determined, the dikes being fOrmed _
peneath the sedimentaries of the Huerfano Locene lake formation, With thg sub=-
sequent erosion of the sedimentaries the dikes have been.expose§‘with thoge "
radiating east and west mosSt numerous. The Spanish Peaks;themselng"were erupted .
sometime after ‘the formation:of the sheets and dikes. = :

The radial system of dikes is supplemented by a rudely perallel ggst-west
system, really part of a larger system extending from the Greenhorn Mountains
southward to the Cimarron River in Hew ilexico, a distance of evgr.lOO niles,
with an east-west range of as much as 60 miles.

3riefly, the effect of the eruptions on the previously fothmed trough was
the production in the very bottom of it of a great upward bulge, rent and
faulted at the summit, warped by the intrusions of huge masses of{ignequs rock,
and ribbed by a magnificent system of dikes.. Y > >
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The igneous rocks belong mainly to the Spanish Peaks system. They consist
of stocks, dikes, and sheets, representing a long series of eruptions centering
at the Spanish Peaks, -the focus of all the earlier ones being situated somewhere.
in the area now: occupied by the West Peak stock, with reference to which the dike
system is arranged radially. The intrusion of this stock and of the East Peak
mass was subsequent to the dike eruptions, the late basalts excepted. The West
Peak body occupies. a broad, nearly vertical fissure in the Eocene beds: and pre=-. .
sumably in the Cretaceous also. While it cannot be demonstrated that the two .
masses of the peaks extend beneath the surface to a junction with each other such,
is probably the case, not only from the structural conditioms, but from ‘the fact
that towards .the east end of the West Peaks stock some: portions have practically.
the same. mineralogic composition as the summit~rock of the East Peak.

The . dikes are from 2 to 100 feet or more in thicknesa, though :he majority
of them are from 10 to 50 feet. As a rule they dip. slightly one way or the other,
but the direction changes from place to place in:.the same dike. Some are prac-
tically vertical and project from the surface as smooth, wall-like. masses from
50 to occasionally over 100 feet in height. Their course is either straight or
curved, though local sinuosities are common. ‘The dikes range in length from a
few hundred yards in the case of the most acid rocks to as much -as 10 and 15

miles in the most basic. As the dikes rise into the higher portions of the Eocene

beds they become fewer in number and rarely penetrate the uppermost strata of
the Huerfano formation, as may be seen near the summit of West Peak,

The eruptive bodies north of the Spanish- Peaks take the form of .dikes,
sheets, laccoliths, and plugs, all of which were intrusive. Most of the dikes
belong to the Spanish Peaks system and to those common to southern Colorado and .
northérn New Mexico. Others belong to the Silver Mountain syatem.

The laccoliths are represeuted by two small mountain bodies near Alamo,
between the Cucharas and Huerfano Rivers. They are directly connected by dikes
with the similar rock of Silver Mountain to the westward, and are doubtless a
lateral intrusion from that center.  Previous to erosion they were probably
buried under a-considerable depth.of sediments, and while not in eny sense
typical, are really modified forms of the laccolith. The connecting dikes. pre-
sumably occupy the fissures that were formed and filled with lava by- the force
of the injection, in the beds overlying the channel connecting the maln mass with
the Black Mountain bodies. :

The volcanic. plugs are.few in number and of ‘little structural importance.
The most prominent is a projecting pinnacle of lava near the Huerfano River, which,
by reason of .its conspicuousness and isolated,position, has suggested the name
Huerfano (Orphan)

The Veta Mountain eruptions occurred at 3, later date than those previously
mentioned. This eruption gave rise to a group of mountain masses extending from
the Huerfano south to and beyond the Spanigh Peaks., With ‘the ‘exception of the |
Greenhorn Mountain eruption, those cited were confined to the area of the Eocene
Lake basin. The latest eruption was.of much wider range than the others, sheets
and dikes extending from the Greenhorn Mountains southward at least as far as
the Cimarron River in Hew Mexico, if not beyond. The Veta Mountain eruption is
represented by a single dike-1ike mass only. '

There are many dike occurrences that may extend ta a profound depth. West S
of the Spanish Peaks the dikes and sheets, with but two exceptions, and in the
marine Cretaceous, but west of Silver Mountain there are sheets as low as the
Morrison, while south of Aye there is ome dike~like body in the Archean.
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EARLY INHABITANTS

pafen, Forp ey N L 5

Within ‘view of the Spanish Peaks9 which rise sharply from the plains, ‘once
1lived a primitive face as revealed by the stone enclosures and artifacts’left

behind. Here ‘there 1s no évidence of elaborate structures as found in other parts

of the world, but crude enclosures constructed with the ‘least possible effort.
Considerable’ "Speculation-ds ‘to the use of the stone énclosures’and of the- living
conditions of this primitive race are set forth in a paper prepared by the
University of Denvere SR W

The three principal streams rising in the Spanish Peaks (Cucharas, Apishapa,
and Purnatoire Rivers), flow in a general northeasternly direction through the :
plains to the Arkansas River. In places deep canyons have been formed, sometimes
as much as 500 feet below the genéral level of the plains.’ It is here that most
of the structures have been found ‘although on the Cucharas drainage these ‘extend
into the Sdnta Clara repion at the foot of the peaks, and also on Middle’ Creek
and Veta Creek, west and north of ‘La Veta. 1In the foothills along the Cucharas
a cave has been discovered and partly explored showing evidence of early
habitation. ‘West of Aguilar there are dlso rémnants of stone enclosures and
signs of occupation. These are imore extensive in the plains repion along the
Apishapa to the northeast of Aguilar.

To the north of the uuanish Peaks, along the Huerfano River, are sites which
were used by a primitive race. Although several sites were located along the
river and adjacent tributaries at the lower elevations one was found near Goose
Lake in the upper tributaries at dn elevation of around 11,000 feet. Many flakes
of red petrified wood, some of yellow jasper, two'large scrapers and a few broken™
arrow-heads were found here. It is presumed-to have been a stopping place-of the "
Utes on their way towards the Sierra Blanca Peak, not far to the south. From this
point one would ‘have ‘access to the San Luis Valley. ' ;

That there is littie evidence ‘of permanent sites in the mountainous region
around the Spanish Peaks is ‘not surprising. Even the éarly white settlérs found’
living conditions extremely rugged and gradually deserted the ‘mountains: for Homes'
on the foothills" and plains. In time all traces of their occupation will have
disapoeared. It is possible that summer camps may have been eatablished by the
early Indians, with structures made of less durable material than stone, and have '
long since mingled with the elements. .

The cave previously mentioned along the Cucharas is- located 'In the east’ one-
half of" qection 3 Township 31 South. Range 69 West, on'the ridge between White -
and Cucharas Creek snd was described in thie Archaeological Report as follows. iy

"The width of the openinz is 13.50 meters: 5.50 meters from overhan"
to back wall, and the maxitum height at the mouth is over 4.5 meters.’
Several broken uetates and manos were found, as well 'as chip$ and a few
implements. An exténsive fire place was'set in a trench at the’ depth of'
30 cm. while the rock bottom was 65 cm-. below thé present surface and’
covered with a bed of leaves, mostly oak. ' Traces of fire were seen the
w?ole 1ength of that trench and especiallv at the overhano and beyond, 35

OArchaeological Sites of the Cucharas Drainage, Southern Colorado. By E. B.
Renaudy Professor of An‘hropolooy, and Janet -Chatin, Acting Field Assistant. {s
Fourth Paper, Archaeolo*ical Qeries, Denver, January 1943.- el
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Where thick bushes and Heavy rain combined to prevent fiirther investigation.
‘The few finds of flake stone and. animal bones were made on or mear the.

wards théisﬁaﬁish“Peégs.”h

‘The archaeolggical report furthér states: '?Thereﬁére'near1y fw¢ﬁtyFs1te$
now known to exist i a swuall area hardly moré thana dozenmiles 'in a '
general southwest-northeast direction, and spreading over less than five

‘niles east-west. -Except for. the site at the junction of the Cucharas and

the Wuerfano Rivers, all the others are located in Township 25'and 26 South,

Range 64 West. .The. six northernmost. sites are in Pueblo County and the
others in Huerfamo County." " ' e T u ‘

The_stqne‘gncloaufes'gre located ou the rims of the canyon and on the steep
slopes leading down to the river. Stone rings were ‘found on the floor of the
valley marking the dwelling pléces'qfl;befprimitiveflndiéns.‘ Petroglyphs are’
found on the latge boulders at the various sites. In addition, artifacts and *

sherds have been picked up and have afforded some ‘identificationas to the type
of people making and using them. 3 SITHEEET, y Rt

The ‘stones in the fenceg, when ‘still in their origifial positioiis, are
covered with lichen. ' This shows the construction is not recent and cannot be
attributed to white men. B %, MEL e e

A more or less detailed déscription of the énclosures, petroglyphs, ‘arti=-
facts and sherds as taken from the arghaedlpgicq;frgpdrt is as follows: ' -

' The¢ Stome Enclosurés. The Stoune enclosures are usually located on
tops of cliffs, on the rim of a canyon, ofi the edgeé of a mesa or the side
of a valley. They vere so sltuated as to detect the presence of 'game or to
.observe the approach of men, both friend or foe. From the vantage points
the Indians on duty could signal to men ¥n similar positionstwho could thus
transmit the message up or .down the ‘canyon-or to distant ‘sités across the’
valley. In the Cucharas Canyon vital information could be passed on

., directly from the lookouts built on top of the cliff to those living in the
" réck shelters on the slopes, and in the dwelling places established on the

_ flats by the side of the river.’

"If not for war and security the signals might convey the good news of
gaue in the valley or on the prairie. The obtaining of food ‘was a constant
 preoccupation of people in"a primitive stage of culture such as that of the
_hunters of the plains and the hills'of ‘Colorado and' New llexico. Sl
YThis function as observation posts for the stone enclosures had always
been understood because of their positions gilving such an advantageous view
of. the surrounding country. 3But a second’purpose, that of defense, was not
clear. However, if has been ‘suggested as a possibility in some cases. i -

) “In places, the stone enclosures are heavily built and thelr surround-
ing walls are“aigh 'and bulky, far inexcess of what would suffice to make
_thets good and ‘efficient lookouts. Even the medern Indians are.not -prone.-
""to do unnecessary work such as the.1lifting of tliese large stones unless -
for defensive purposes.’ ' e Lo dge o ST o
"Although thé high walls afforded shelter against the strong winds it
is believed the early Indians used other means of obtaining this protection,
such as brancacs of trees or the skins of animals.
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!'The" approathes to the protected little dungepns is not easy. Once the
position of thé enclosures has been spotted, one has to Dush his way towards
it by ziczaggino between the trees, dodging their low branches, stumbling
among the rocks or going around large boulders in natural position.’ This
would prevent a frontal attack in force. To attack the stronghold from’
below would also ‘be hazardous as the slopes are steep and high, some 400 to
500 feet abOVe the floor of the valley to the rim of the canyon.

“In places the anc1ent builders used trees to relnforce thelr defenses.
Big, o0ld junipers; with multiple stout branches spreading obliquely low down
from the trunks, were incorporated in the outside wall of the enclosure,
giving support to the stones forming the fence. Or else, big stones were
placed in the crotch of the low branches to plug holes in the defensive
screen, preventing man or animal from crawling through and thus penetrating
unobserved inside the enclosure. Trunks of trees and large branches were
still tangled up in and against the fence, holding rocks, and adding their
sharp projections and entanglements to the defense afforded by the stone
wall. All these precautions and this added labor speak of a purpose which
obviously seems to be one of defense against enemies, men or beasts.

“"The stone enclosures seen on intermediate levels are often smaller,
with lower and less bulky surrounding fences than those seen at the circular
enclosures located on the top level and apparently strongly built for defense
as one of their functions. They generally have not either the supplementary
entanglement of trees and branches. They may have been considered'as means
of secondary defense, as advanced works of the stronghold above; or-as
protecting from an attack coming from below, from the lower levels. This
does not seem unreasonable if the hypothesis of defense of the site against
possible .aggressors is, accepted as true, and some arguments prev10usly
.offered appear to favor it. However, it must be noted that flakes, some
simple artifacts, and a few arrow-heads have been found on those same inter-
mediate levels. dand. traces of a fey fire places also. This might be con-
strued. as their having been occupled and lived in and could have been used
_as supplementary lookouts as well. :

“The stone rings found on the lower levels, and espec1ally on the grassy
flat, on the bench down by the river, are obviously of another kind. The.
view from there is limited to the valley and in no way suggests the function
.of an observation post or lookout.  Everything bespeaks of a peaceful
dwelling place and probably fairly comfortable. It was sheltered by the
‘high slopes against the violent winds blowing on the plateau and along the
rims of the canyon.  Fresh flowing water was easily accessible within a few
steps in all seasons. Wood could be had from trees and bushes grow1ng near-
~+by. on the slopes and between boulders. =

"Flaking materlal could be obtalned river pebbles of quartzite, trap
rock from quarries or: work shops, and occasionally chert, slate, petrified
wood, jasper or obsidian, some of which was imported into the valley. But
the ever present trap rock and the common quartzite seem to have been the
stones principally used in the making of the simple and rather crude arti-
facts of 'the people who lived in the Cuchara Canyon in an indeflnlte past.
The more rare and colorful materials, generally of finer grain and reserved
for the manufacturer of beautiful arrow-heads and other artifacts may have
been brought in by more recent Indians using the large camps on the plateau.
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'The food ‘of the people who 1lived in our circular stone rings and
the neighboring rock shelters must have consisted of the flesh of wild
animals, such as buffalo, antelope, deer and elk, and smaller game.
Whether they enjoyed the deliclous trout of the creeks or had a tabu ~
against fish eating, as some tribes have, we do not know. Wild berries,
seeds. roots, pinyon nuts, and the 1like, added the vegetahle element to
their diet, The skins of apimals furnished them with material for
clothing, bags and pouches, ‘and possibly tent making. ~There 'is no
material proof of all this hut it seems reasonable from observations of
the habitat and from our knowledge of the habits and culture of Indians
having_lived in the general area of the High Western Plains. :

“Stone rings located on, the lower levels of our sites along the
Cucharas Canyon and’ vicinity and which seem obviously to mark ancient
dwelling places are 'not built as strongly as the stone enclosures on the
upper levels. They are different also from the ordinary tipi rings such
as are seen on the old camp sites of the High Western Plains, in
Hortheastern Colorado and Tastern Wyoming. These are made of stones,’
sometimes not very large, generally found lying flat in the ground. They:
mark the base of the old conical skin tent of the Plains Indians. . .
Usually there is a fire place, clrecular and concave, near the center of
the ring. A variety of stone artifacts such as pounders, one~hand
manos and shallow metates, flakes, and some blades, end- and side-
scrapers, knives or cutting edges, drills, weapon points and the 1like,
are found scattered. more or less abundantly, around the old camp sites
which sometimes are quite extensive.

"The stone rings along the Cucharas seem often to come by pairs
of circles and are two to six in a group. Their circular fences are
in places fairly well built of slabs placed on end, or leaning one
against the other, sometimes in a doublé row, or mede of rocks of irregular
shapes and sizes, natural fragments of" broken boulders or ledges from
the upper levels or having tumbled down to the lower spurs and flats.
Often two circles are tangent or even are contiguous on a length of
several feet. The common wall may then be made of two or three lines
of stones. These stone rings are circular in shape, {only two or three
instances of rectangular enclosures. have so far been seen), but they
do not always form a perfect circle as is-common for tipi rings. They
usually vary from six to eight feet, with a certain number ten to:
twelve feet across, although there are examples of larger ones.

A certain number of these small enclosures have a central hearth,
but not all; and it has been observed that in certain cases of coupled
cireles a central fire place was seen only in one of the rings. But
very freauently two, three or more rarelv. four, fire places were
found around the circles, against the outside face of the fence and-
generally built or surrounded with stones of the same kind as those. -
making up the wall. Ashes and charcoal dust were deep as 1f the
hearths had been”extensively used. This practice of multiple outside
fire places seems to be characteristic of the circular stone enclosures
having seryed as dwelling places on the lower levels of the Cucharas
Valley. » . Thev are carefully built stone hearths, one foot or more
in height, completely surrounded with slabs or rocks and usually
"attached to the wall of the dwelling place.



"Stone fences around the rock shelters were observed in the
Cucharas Canyon and a few other places. These fences are generally
low but clearly visible and recognizable. They are made of slabs or
rocks but are not as high as the shelters 'or as well built. Fire |
places are seen inside and outside of these fences. They obviously
gerve the same purpose as those of the c¢ircular enclosures on the flats’
along the river and must have been built by the same people. e

“This type of stone, fence was also observed at some aites along
the Upper Rio Grande Valley. It was then suggested that poles or |
branches could be placed, the butt against the inside face of ‘the stone
fence and the tip leaning on the rock forming the roof of the rock
shelter, and supporting, if needed, skins or hides, to supplement the
protection against the violence of the winds, the inconvenience. of
rain, the heat of the sun, or.the cold of winter. There is no material
proof of this supposition although it is a reasonable possibility. Dk

Petroglyphs. ''No paiuted pictographs were seen in the Cucharas
district. We have only petroglyphs and these have all been produced
by the pecking method, not one made by incising the surface of the
rock has been seen or reported. The pecking process is the most
commonly used over the High Western Plains and, in general, it[seems’
older in practice than incising. The petroglyphs of the Cucharas
conform to the common practice of the Indians of'thg'saveral'statés
in the Rocky Mountain region. L . "o

"Petroglyphs are found at a number of sites in the Cucharas
Canyon. The most common figures represent animal 1ife but nowhere '
could any of these be interpreted as being horses. This would indi-
cate that the petroglyphs were made previous to the explorations of
the Spaniards in this area. Although there are quadrupeds, some birds
and reptiles, none can be identified with certainty. The ancient =
artists lacked precision in the representation of animal life. A ,
number of H-shaped vetroglyphs were seen which could be interpreted as
representing men. These figures have been observed at other sites in
Colorado and elsewhere. A long sinudus_line could be a snake, or
perhaps a river. Simple geometric signs are rare. The petroglyphs
are not especially interesting and belong to the gemeral class of the
area from Wyoming to NMew Mexico, but devold of characteristics or
specializations found at some plains or Pueblo sites. S

“"The pecking observed on the boulders of this district is of the
ordinary type: nowhere were seen especially fine pecking and only two
or three apparently older figuras showed broader and shallower
pecking, made rather indistinct by much weathering. Elsewhere the
petroglyphs had a medium patination, and on one large boulder there’
was evidence that a few figures had been 'reworked.' that is to say, .
retraced in more recent times. But in view of the types of these.
petroglyphs and of their association with others found in normal
conditions, there is no doubt of their authenticity. Thus, outside
of two or three examples of obviously older petroglyphs, all those
seen appeared to belong approximately to thgﬂsame_general_period; g
whatever its relative age may be. Like those frequently found at many

Plains sites of Colorado or Wyoming, some figures were 'pecked over',
that is to say, filled in with pecking, instead of,a simple contour line.
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This process renders the figures more easily visible and clear on the
dark surface of the brownish rock. Thus the Cucharas petroglvnhs re-
semble those at the sites near the mouth of the Anishapa fanvon; and
orthers 1n the vast Golorado Finins area, scuth of the Arkansas River;

Artifacts. ‘The types of '*ro"~heads are generally classified _
into, stemless, stemmed, or based with either lateral notches or both
lateral and basal notches.. This last subdivision is apparently not
represented among the points found in the Cucharas drainage and only
two or three had lateral notches. A certain numver of arrow—heads
belonged to the stemless type, hut the maiority was with some sort of
stem, as is most common on the Uigh Western Plains.

"The skillfully made and more finely shaped artifacts, displaying
pressure flaking and often made on better and more varied materials,
such as collected on the plateau and along the valleys coning down
from the mountains and foothills to the west, very likely do not belonp
to the typical, simnler and rougher industry of the Cucharas Canyon.
They are the work of the Plains tribes and of more Tecent Indianms,
who also probably frequented the region of the Cucharas Canyon, possibly
after the ancient inhabitants left it. This part of the story is not 7
yet clear. : A e ¥

“The lithic industry of this region is in no way snecizlizéd or
with outstanding characteristics. It nerely appears simple and rather. -
rough, not very varied in implement shares manufactured exclusively, -
or almost so, by thé nercussion method, producing a preponderantly’
uniface industry, on flakes and blades often displaying -a Clactonian
type and frequently with little or no retouching.

The Porsherds. "In the Cucharas Canyon and near-bv sites pottery
is extremely rare. While not freaquent, it is still found more easily
on the camp sites of the High Western Plains. The ahundance of potsherds
as seen at Pueblo sites, small and large. is absolutely undreamed of
in the Cucharas digtrict. Thus, one leaves this picturesque region
and its complex sites with the clear conviction that the ancient people
who inhabited this part of Colorado, in a vét undeterminate past, were
not pottery makers. -

“A few sherds of poorly made, sand-tempered, pottery, gray to
brovm in color, have heen found in scattered places. ‘It obviously
belongs to the genaralized tynes of the Plains, some plain or undecorated,
others bearing cord imprints as is frequent on the High Western Plains.
Such pottery is not usually seen in the stone enclosures and rock: i
shelters of the 'Cucharas Canyon, but is picked on'camp sites likely
occupied at a later time by more recent Plains Indians. The type of -
artifacts found here supgest sites which were visited and occupied
at various times by different tribes, among which the Plains Indians.
These were the makers of the voor or relatively nrimitive pottery
represented by the few sherds found there and elsewhere, simllar to
many others coming from the numerous camp sites of the Western Plains.
This typé of ceramic does not belang to the Cucharas Canvon and was not
made hy its ancient inhabitants, otherwlse we'would find many more traces
of it and at 3ll of the tvpical sites.
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"T™are is a second class of pottery found very unexpectedly at a
fow of’ the sites. - The ‘ahards shov affinities with Southwestern wares
and séme of them are definitely of Pueblo oricin. The latter are of
significant importanceo Thev suggest some sort of relation betveen
the Cucharas Vallev and that of the Rlo Srande, £yom Taos southward
to the Tawa Pueblos. In view of the small aumher of sherds, all
different, only one conclusion seens logical and it is that they
represent trade pieces, as they are obviously intrusive so far north
of their respective nlaces of oricin and have heen found at sites
where a non-ceramic culture was that of thc anci nt inhabitants.

"It is intprestinp to note the dates ziven for the time of the
making of the Pueshblo potterv fragmentarily renreseﬂtad in the Cucharas
Valley. . Some are dated around 1999-1959 A. D., others around 13073
A. Do This guggest the ‘seemingly possibility that our rock shelters
and stone enclosure sites were occupled at a period approximately
dated 1007 to 1300 A, D,, since there is avidence of trade hetween
Southern Colorado Indians and New *exico Pueblos of those centuries.
The period of occupation may. of course, have heen extendad before and
after that time., Thus sherds from the Santa Clara Valley, show aberrant

forms of Pueblo pottery, likely from Taos and one was referred to the
14th Centurv. This seems to.suvrest a second and more recent period
of trade relations, hetwcen the 1fth and late 17th centuries. This

is the first aporoach that we have had at datine our sites of the
Cucharas Canvon and others farthor up--straam. Bvon 1f our clues arsa ,
ferr they must not ba ovarlooked and more may later be found. ospacinlly
by weans of careful excavation of some of the rock shﬁltmxs and of the
stone rines markins dwelline nlaces. )

The gites of tha Cucharas Eanvon are far fron the Maw Mexico
sites where the Puszhlo warzs above mentioned ware nade, according
to Dr. dcra. All kmown ¥Wivo sites arz located along the Rio Grande
and its tributarics, and the coiled nottery of an eastern forn of
Chaco, 2, comes from a faw small pueblo sitas to bae found close to the.
foot of and, east..of. the nountains, south of the nolorado line. FHoweve r,
there is no empty gan between that rerion and the Cucharas ﬁistrict,
This means that over 2 lone peried nxtendine from tho first half of
the 1lth Century up to modorn times the Puchlo Indians came on hunting .
axpeditions to south-central Colorado durins trose sevaral cpnturihs
or at least, had some contacts with the trikes north of the Mew “exico-
uolorado line prohablv bnth. -

-”If one looks st a map of qouthern Foloraﬂo“ ha will sea thtt tha
Cucharas drainace comes very noar the region of the Tpper nio Grande
and the San Luis Vallay. La Veta Pass and othar 12ss known and
accessible ‘'nassas connect the. two hasins and the distance betveen the
gsitas of the castern and western: sloves is not very great, It would
allow the possibility of contacts. direct or indircct by trade, hotween
tha trihes of tha Cucharas Vallew and thase of the San Luis-Rio Grande
drainage. Jud~rine from the sherds nicked up this noulﬂ have hanpaned
watween 1900 and 13097 A. D., and between the 1fith and 1%th centuries.
The finds of Puzble pottery in the fucharas ragion are much more.
rare than thosa from tha sitas west of the mountains because this ‘part:
of Colorado is much farther northeast from Pueblo land.. The Naw Mexico
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Indisns had a natural highway northward into Southern Colorado by
r'l

means of the Rio Srande Valley, whereas a high range of mountains
separates this drainange from that of the Cucharas.

: For that reason

even our very few Pueblo potsherds may have reached their final
destinatian not by direct contact but through the intermediate contact .
or tradingAbetween Cucharas Valley Indians and San Luis Valley Indians

who had obtained the pottery from the Pueblos of New Mexico. This
seems. to be a reasonable possibility becausc if the Pueblo Indians had
actually vigited the Cucharas Canyon they would likely have left more
evidence of their passage along the way from the Rio Grande and more
of their pottery would have been found on the Cucharas sites. However,
it was. interesting to dlscuss the probable contact between the ancient
inhabitants of the Cucharas Canyon sites and those of the San Luis
and Rio Grande Valleys and between those and the Pucblos farther south
in New Mexico.

It furnishes.a plausible explanation. for the presence
of Pueblo sherds in the Cucharas Canyon, and important »1ews to

estimate the time of occupation of our Cucharas sites.™
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Eviderice that the: Snaniards penetrated inte Coloraao in the l7th afid’
18th centurigs is' revealed Y letters and’ diaries of thé exploréfé.; However,
some authorities credit the Spaniards. with eaglier explorations but ‘these
have not 5een éutheﬁticated. An 1rtic1e on’ the expeditionq has been written
by Alfred’ Barnaby Thomas' after paithaking research and this is quotnd at '
considerablé lengthl” Although much of" the information does not’ directly
concern ‘the Spanish’ Paaks region 4t is believed’ a better picture of "the”

axpeditions’ will bn had 1f thc éxcerpts are not 1iﬂited to this arna élone.

. a1
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; ﬁéganiéh'ﬂxpediti&ﬁé?;ﬁto Cdlorado?

S

1. Introduction.

“"We customarily associate Spanish explorations in the West with
New Mexico, with Texas. with Arizona, or with California, but not with
Colorado. Yet the Spaniards in the eighteenth century werc well
acquainted with large nortions of the region now comprised in that state.
Local historians of Colorado often 2rr by nushing the clock too far
back, and asserting that Coromado, Onate, and othor sixteenth century
conquistadores entered the state. On the other hand, they fail to
mention soveral Important expeditions which at o later date 4id enter
the confines of tha state.

"The Colorado region in Spanish days was ~ frontier of New Maexico.
Santa Fe was the basa for Colorado as San Agustin was for Georgia.
Thrze interests aspecially spurred the New Mexicans to make long journeys
northward to the Platte River, to the upper Arkansas in central Colorado,
and to the Dolores, Uncomphagre, Sunnison, and Grand Rivers (Colorade
River) on the western borders. These interests wers Indians, French
intruders, and rumorad mines. After 1673 reports of Frenchmen in the
Pavmee country constantly worried officials at Sante Fe. Frequently
tales of gold and silver werce wafted southward to sensitive Spanish
ears at the “lew Mexico canital. Rut in the main it was Indiams who
furnished the immediate motive for long expeditions to the north.

"In the Colorado area the Spaniards came in contact with several
well known tribes. Nearest at hand to the north and northesst were
tho Jicarilla and other Apiache bands. Beyond tha Artansas in castern
Colorado were the so-called Quartclejo Apaches, who may have heen the
Arapaho. Still further to the northeast were the Pavnees, on the Platte.
In western Colorado and in Utah were the Ytes. In northern folorado
and Wyoming lived Comanches. Othor Comanche bands occupnied stretches of
country in northeastern Taxas, along the Red and uanadiﬂn Rivers. Into
this country the Spaniards went to trade, to spread the gospel, to
pursue runaways, or to punish marauders of the Spanish Settlements.

Ony Alfred - Barnaby Thomas, “f.A., Rerkley, California. The Trail Magazine
Vol. 1, Ho. 7. Denver, Colorado, Novamber 1924,



"By three’ distinct routes the Spaniards of New Mexico of the =" w
seveénteenth and elgﬂteenth cdenturies fouid- their way north into the .’
territory comprised Within the “present ‘§tatd of Colorado: ' Thé way most
often ‘traveled led'nortH from Santa 'Fe to Taos; thén east over the.
Culebra Mountains, and finally northeast to-the Valley of “the Purgatoire
River;' From'heré“fﬁeY'proceded north into the eastaern plains of~the -
state. Their retirn was génerally over the same geméral route. .The -
second routé was northwest toward the La Plata Mountains im- southwestern
Colorado. Occasional expedltlons Wwent as far-'as the Gunnison River:::
one crossed the state -and penctrated to the Great 'Basin.  One: official
expedifion, at 1la ast, went north into the territorY‘by way of the
San Luls Valley " ; .

II. Expeditions whlch dld not penetrate the Color1do Region, 1569 to. 7

16()0. i i e S e
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Coronado. - “Explorad as far north as Tdos, New Mexico; thence :
into eastern Kansas about the middle of the sixteenth century. -Atino [~
time did this expedition pass through any of the territory of Colorado.”

Rodripuez and Espéjo. - “About 1580 Fray Agustim Rodriguez, a’
Franciscan Friar, ‘and elevert others explored 4s’ far north as ‘Taos. On’
the réturn of the expedition, two of the .three friasrs decfded to remain
in New an1co as missionaries. Réports of tha murder of one of them
sent another party north in the: following year. . This expedition; under:
Antonio de Espejo, arrived too laten for it -found: both m1551onarieq<
murdered. " N - CiEuT b -

Sosa., - '?Gaspﬂr'Castahd‘de’Sosdg stirred by .the report of mines
brought bick to northérn-Mexico led-d colony as fAr north:as-Taos in 1599
Slnce the expedition was without of f1c1a1 perﬂiqsion he was’ arrested
and taken back to anico.- o ;

Onatg. ~ - The "next expedition to New Mexico was ome of colonization
lzd by Onato in-1598-16901:  To the north; his licutenants went as far
as Taos. . . So far as-we know9 down to this time no Spanlard entered :
tha Colorado rp?ion. : : 5 %%

III. Expeditlons ‘which dld penemnue tHe ColoradO'Region (17th. and 18th
Centurles) ; 5 : o . " — .

: - ; —— o _
“ Archuleta. -~ "The congiest by Onate was' the beginning of active
colonization in Wew exico.’ The Spaniards,’once secure along the
Rio Crande, took steps to strengthen their:position. " In pursuance -ofn-
this policy" the governor of Hew Wexico,'ebout the middle of the
seventeenth century, despatched to the northeast Juan/'de Archuleta with
some soldiers to bring ba ek some Taos Indians who had fled to a spot'
afterwards known as El Quartelejo. This'expedition narks ‘the first
definitely known penetration of thce Cclorado region by Europeans.®

‘Uribarti. - “Almost half 'a century later the Indians of the pueblo

of'Pieurieé"fled; like those of "Taos, to ELl Quartclejo.  Accounts vary
as to the date; one gives 16926 and another 1794: possibly there were
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two fliphts, Jgun de Urlbarrl was.sent to recover:the Indians-in "1796.
With him worh some forty- Spanlards and .one hundrcd Indian allies° Ong *
of the«narty was. Juan de 1'Archeviaue, who, it was‘recalled;- ‘was. one
of the-murderergzof La Salle.’ He was now a thrlving trader of Sante Fe
From-Taos he. movnd along ”onnando Creesk and-over:the mountains. The
mountains were dlfficult but he described some pleasant valleys on
his_wdv. He‘aepns ‘to nqvc gone as.far east as the present Urac.Creek,
and ‘here, ¢ aut1ov“d hy. friendlv Apaches:that marauding Indians were
ahead, he’ ‘turned ‘north. The route$ now across the spurs -of the Rockies
which jut eastward in Hew Hex1co§ vas exceedingly rough. In a few

davs the Spaniards came to -the dlv‘ﬂe which separates the headwaters

of the Red from the tributariecs of the Purgatoire River. After a-brief
stop thev began the next stage of their journey to the &rkansas River.
Thelr foute was anparantly mortheast through ths Cucharas .Pass, vest of -
Spanlsh Peaks, then along the castern foothills of the Greenhorn
Hountains. They seem to have arrived on the Arkansas in the vicinity of
the prasent site of Pueblo. From here, after a short rest, thay proceded
cast :for ‘some; five days, traveling sixty to 51Xty~fxve nllts to

1"]. Guartelujoa‘. R - - i ;

Qe
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Valverde. - ’Aftpr the expedltion of ‘Jrlbarrl9 S0 Far as is known.,
the Snaniards did not again Denetrare the Colorado territory until
1719. In that year Valverdcs then governor, of Mew Mexico, raée an-
extensive expedition to punish the Utes .and Comanches who. were raldlng
the Apacheé settlements to- the nortneastn He procedad as far north as
the ‘Arkansas, ‘and possibly as far east -as the present town of La Junta
or Las ‘Animas. :The expedition returnad with news of ‘the Trench, &
fact which had important results the next year. -

"The expedition -left Sa anta ‘Fe on the:15th of Sentember. At Taos
ithe governor was ‘joined by .Inddan allies. On his departure from Taos
his force numberad some - six-hundred mon = ona- hundred and f£ive Qnaﬂiardﬂ
and the rest servants and warriors. Valverde's route, 11Lé Mribarri's,
was east along Fernando Creek and then over the mountains. Just beyoni
the ridge he stooned on Cienepuilla Prﬂekr 2 stream on which "ribdrri
had.camned some ~thirteen vaars before. At this point VaTVGrde svunp
off to the northeast. In the course.- of:a few-days he.came upon, as”

did Uribarri, the divide which separates the Red and Durcratoire Rivars.
Durine this time he was ioined; somewhare, hv an Anach@ band under a
leader whomn the Spaniards called Cantain ‘Carlana.  Across. the divide
the ekpedltlon camped on the banks of the ‘Purgatoire, boparﬁntly near
the present site of Trinidad. From hare they movad =2ast to pass around
a spur of the Rockies, which comes down at this point. and then marched
northweatw ard - to the Arkhnsas along the foothilTa, On their way they
came upon’ numerous sigas of their cnemies, and upon cach occasion thn
povernor immediatily nalted to consider what to do., Once in camp the
Spaniards and Indians: spent thelr time hunting and eating until ths
danper passed. Twice bears raided the camp in pursuit of. the huntérs
and ‘temporarily ruined the morale of -the. exoedition. In spite of these
experiences and arrserious attack ,of poison ivy, the expedltlon arrlved on
the banks of th: Arkansas River 3pvarnnt1y above Puehlo.

Afthr crossing the river they marched northeast to Founta ain Creelk,
vhere they ‘camped: Trom.this point on their dirnctlons in-some small.



detail are confusing, but since they traveled in a generally eastern
direction and continually speak of a river, we mdy comciude that they
followed the Arkaneas and made occasional sallies in search of the Utes
and Comanches, for signs of Indians werc frequemt. During this ten
days’ march, .they had spent two days in camp and traveled in the ;
remaining eight days about one hundrad miles. Their halt, terefore,
was probably in the hend of the Arkansas in the neighborheod of the *
present tcwn of Las Animas.

"Here they wera met by a great concourse of Indians wvho had come
from E1 Quarteleja. They brought with them recent signs of the French,
particularly an Indian who was suffering from a punshot wound. - The
governor questioned this Indian and learned that he had been attacked
by some French and Pawmees on a river to tha north. TFrom the descrip-
tion given this river was apparently the South Fork of the Platte. The
governor obtained what informationm he could of the affair for his report
to the viceroy, and then after a shortV151t with the chiefs h@ began his-
return to Santa Fe.

Villasurz., - "A council of war was held in Mexico in January, 1720
1nd orders were despatched to Valverde in New Mexico to conduct a
reconnalsance of the Tr;nch positiou in the northcast.

“The governor waited for the swmer months beforn carrying cut the
orders, and on the 1Ath of Junme, 1727, an expedition undar Don Pedro
de Villasur stood ready to depart.

"Whan Villasur set out from Santa Te he had w=ith him forty soldiers,
some traders, and sixty or seventy Indisans. Among the twvsders was our =~
old friend Jean de 1'Archeveque. He was to act 28 interpreter sheuld
the Spaniards, actually find French habitations. A Pavmee 'Indian, in
captivity since early boyhood, also went along'to interpret the Pawnee
language. . One of the party was a priest, who scrved, no doubt, ag
chaplain.

“The command left Santa Fe on the 15th of Jume, but’ théir move-
ments until the middle of August are almost unknown. In view of the
fact, however, that there were with Villasuz mén who had accompanied
both Uribarri and Valverde, we may assume that the Spaniards went, in
all probability, over the usual route: filrst to Taos, then over the
mountains east, and finally northeast to:the Purgatoire River. Their:
next stop was at £l Quartelejo, where they began their long march to the”
Platte. Farly in August they Arrived om that stream. According to-
the fragnment of Villasur's diarv, :hn party eame to 3 point which the '
Quarteleijo Apaches ragarded as the béeginning of Pavnee land. Yere they
held a council of war and decided to continua their smarch, though they
had traveled alr?ady some three hundred laagues since 1eaving Santa- Fe.

"The Spaniards crossed the strzam which thay had been following,
the Rio Jesus Maria (apparently the South Fork of the Platte), and
soon after came to another very large stream which they also followed
a short distance.  This latter was tha North Platte. On the ninth of
August their scouts reported that seme Pawvmees werae ahead. Villasur
immediately crossed the river; and after a {ourney of some twenty miles



on the 19th, the expedition arrived opposite a Pawnee settlcment. Here
Villasur instructed his Pawnce interpreter whac he wished to know
regarding the French and sent him acroas the stream.

"Mhe Spaniards were visited shortly by some of the Pawnees who
told him of "other Spaniatds" - French, of course. T1llasur immediately
ordered 1'Archeveque to write a letter to the Pronch, which was entruated
to the interpreter. The Tndians returned with some old paper, but the
writing on it was unintellipgible. The Spaniards, thinking that the
writers lacked materials, sent back paper, quill and ink, and a letter
in Spanish.. For two days they awaited a reply, but no Pawmec appeared.
Fearing trickery, the little force retreated gome twentv—five nilas to
the river which they had forded on the riinth. Recrossing the.etream,'“"
they made camp in the tall grass on the southern bank. A '

"The Spaniards evidently falt themselves secure frm attack; for,
though they established a guard, they were not narticularly disturbed
by the loud barking of a dog and the noise of people moving’ along the
bank of the stream. While the Spaniards slept, Indisans were cautiously
surrounding the camp, and with. the first break of dawn they came down ,
upon the bewildered Spaniards like a whirlwind. When the smoke cleared, -
1'Archeveque, Villasur, the prieat, and thirty-one others lay scalped
in the tall grass. FEleven men, at least, escaped and fled back to
Santa Fe to tell the news.

“From the varinus sources now available we are now able to determiae:h

the site of the massacre with considerable degrea of =ccuracy. The
spot was on the south bank of the North Fork of the Platte 1n the
neighborhood of the. present town of North Platte.

Pustamente and'Tﬂngie. - YAfter the disaster to Villasur's
expedition, the Spaniards made no entries ‘into the Colorado reglon, 80
far as known, until shout the. middle of the century. Some time before
1750 the Indians to the northeast again became restless and Bustamente
and Tagle made a punitive expedition down the Arkansas. What his route
was, however, the account is too meagre to deternine.

Anza. - In 1779 Juan Bautista de Anza, of California fame, bu:
then governor of New Mexico, led a military force north into the’ San -
Luls Valley and east over the mountains. The purpose of this ‘expedition
was to punish some Comanche Indians who, under their leader, Cuerno '
Verde (Greenhorn), had been murdering Spanish settlsrs. In August, 1779,
Anza and his army of six hundred and fortv-five man left Santa Fe. Their
route, northwest over the Rio Grande and then north, took them across -
many small straams in morthern New Mexico and southern Colorado. The
dizry mentions the stroams Las. Nutrias, San Antonio, Concjos, Las Jaras,
Los Tumbres (Rio Alamo) and San Lorenzo (Piedra Pintada Creek), all of
which are =sasily identifiable today. Apparently they crossed the Rio
Grande near Del Norta. From here they proceeded north along the foot
of the main range to a point where they were able to cross ‘over the _
headwaters of the Arkansas near Salida.

"Soon. after they effected the crosaing, thay came upon the Comanches
and inflicted a severe defeat upon them. The region is now immortalized

Loob
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by the name Greenhorn Mountgins. After this’they recrossed the mountains,
by what pass it is not at all clear (possibly Sand Hill), and then

returned to Taos alon? the western foothills of the Culebra Range.
._..; T T

'Thc expeditions are part of the great story of Spanish expansion,
and furnish 'the “background of*thc*reglon which ‘wag rlater :cut off Q!
become - the state of Colorado,. fout ; PoELe mmet O e R

b2y - .I.,\u,.

(Note: Other exneditlons were made by the Spaniards farther to the west and
north, but ‘since ‘they did not penetrate 'the Arkansas region-they -are not
included with the hlstory of the upanish Pc aks ) TNNCCRLRE. M s i
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teeoes ot i s~ ROMANCE OF THE SPANISH ‘PEAKS® - - .. -, Pt

“An atmosphere of mystery has always surrounded the Great Double
Mountain, known all over the country as the-’Spanish Peaks.'- Much
has been written of this lofty, natural monument, -and more will probably
be written in days yet to come, for there exists a-wealth of facts,
historical and traditional, connected with this unique landmark.

"For thousands of years: probably, -the Spanish Peaks served .as the
guiding mark to ancient tribes of peoples,: the Indians, the Spanish,
Canadian trappers and traders, and all distances, especially North and
South, were reckoned or computed from the Double Mountain.

"The plains Indians named them 'Huajatolla,’ which means two breasts.
Some of the aboriginal peonle rendered divine honors to this Mountain,
claiming that all things receive their maintenance from that source, for
they considered those gigantic Twin Peaks as the seat of the 'Rain Gods,’
expressing their beliefs in the following simple words, which have been
uttered for ages and ages, - brought down to posterity from father to
son.

" 'Huajatolla,’ so we read from the pages of a booklet, published
many years ago, 'are two breasts as round as woman's, and all living
things on earth, mankind, beasts and plants, derive their sustenance
from that source; the clouds arc born there, and without clouds there
is no rain, and when rain fails, we have no food, and without food -~
we must perish all.' Beautiful is this simple sentiment of primitive
people. -

“Many other legends were current among the native population
formerly beforas naowspapers appeared and people learned to read and write.
In those olden days all events were transmitted orally from mouth to
mouth, often emballished, amplified in scope, extended in directions,
becoming at last as interesting and fascinating as if transcribed from
the pages of some anchanted romance.

"Some of these old stories bear a elose resemblance to the legends
of “Mexico. An analogy ean often be traced between Aztec traditions and
the old stories, which once circulated among the peovle of the Spanish
Peaks.

"ere is a section of €olorado, where the romance of the past and
the memories of ages still linger - like the reverberating sound of a
great cathedral bell.

"Oyer these hills once roamed a people who ware experts in the
art of making flint spear heads. Beautiful speecimens are frequently
picked up by the casual wanderer. 12

ORomance of the Spanish Peaks'. By Louis B. Sporleder Sr. Published by
0'Brien Press, Pusblo, Colorado, 1944,

R4



"A race of people came into these wilds thousands of years ago -
and no one knows from where. - They wandered and hunted among these hills
and mesas, building themselves hous=s of brush. The red burned stones
of their firenlaccs can still he located, usually near ruaning water.
Later as the climate grew colder, they dug holes in the evound and
roofed them over with logs and earth.

"Ruing of stone housezs are comparatively rare. It is reported,
however, that a small round tower once stood at the head of a brook,
known by local people, as 'Lost Creek.' The first Mexicans who settled
at the base of the East Peak and the Indians from|Taos, who hunted in
the vicinity occasionally, were fully acquainted with these, now
yanished ruins; - they dubbed the region 'Torre R dondo.

The substance of’ all the old stories is gengrally of a nature,
extolling the comtry, which long ago, so it is sald, was fruitful beyond
man's imagination. 'All this region, which is now] cold and barren,
was once a veritable Garden of Eden, in which people lived - much like
Adam and Eve, innocent' of the grosser sins, but in|sloth and ignorance.'
And these old stories continue further and say that ‘Those GREAT ONES
ABOVE, the HIGHEST GODS, who rule the world and ar¢ incomprehensible,’
held back the rain, which comes from the bosom of pacred Mountains
Huajatolla, ~ ahd 711 the country became parched apd dry. The blue and
red corn and the yellow and areen calabash withered, the fruit trees
shrivelled, the rfvers became dry channels and the|great lakes disappeared.’

and hecame a desert except the region of Puajatolla;
there only, towards the rising sun, where the world ends and limitless
plains meet th gky, there only the Rain Gods still holds sway and ' the
trees grow great and tall, and the grase is juicy and fresh.'

"The tribes that lived here once ~ could no nore but worship a
thing thatZ@dongSto the world of Eteranity and Infinity. To the%;’the
great “lountain f 1ﬂd the whole of a Divine Horizon, a. godlv per action -~
whare not ona rival coulﬂ ever endure.

"Mere have always been rumors of NHuaiatolla’s gold. Students of
modern geology, howover, claim that the mountain is devoid of the
precious metal, althoush silver and gead have frequently been found.
0f course, gold is avident west of tha Spanish Peaks, in the Sangre de
Cristo Mountains, and was extensively riined during the last century with
tho use of a hupe dredge. It is possible that in a remote past, the:
mining -of gold was carried on - near, if not directly on the Peaks, for
it must be remembered, that the famous Mountain always served as the
point, from and by which other localitics were desipgnated or described.
Ancient legends have it, that gold, from the region of Quajatolla, was
transnorted as far south a8 014 Mexico.

"Wa read that in Mexico the aboriginal neonle adorned the|shrines
of their stone «ods with gold from a Douhble Mountain - far in the north.
It was found there in groat quantities. But the deities of thi
HMountain became envious and intervened, placing cvil spirits injthe
sulch ‘where gold was mined, driving treasure-seekers away for ever. We
read further, that rold was again taken as 'Gran-do~té.' In the seventies
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of the last century, much prosnecting was done on the Wést Peak._ -
Promisinp ore was discovered - but only in pockets ~ hence thase prospects
were soon ahandoned: holes and shafts only remain as mute evidence of
wasted money and futile human efforts.

"The tramp of the white man's foot was first hecard here in the year
1796. Then an oxpedition crossed Cucharas Pass just west of the Peaks.
In 1719, Governor Valverde of New Mexico, camped near the site where
La Veta is now located. Helhad in his command some six hundred men,
and the object of his expedition was to punish 'Cuerno Verde,' the
Comanche Chief., o

"One of the most outst nding avents Hapuened in 1921. It was in this
vear that the 'Indian Prophet, of whon many stories are still told,
arrived, and with his followers remaincd in the vicinity of the East Peak :
for several vears. A synopsis of the story of el Gran-do-te, the Prophet,
13 contained in the following paragraphs, excerpted from 'Pictures,

Laegends and Stories of the! Spanish Peaks, the Terra Incognita of Colorado.’

" 'Trenchant and intenselv dramatic is the. storv of el Gran~do-te,
Prophat of the Tarahumara Indians., It is a tale of romance, love, .
adventure, spirituality and a great faith. To emulate the virtues of.
Aregorio lonez, he who 1is raverad to this day by all Chichimecs, was the
one dominating desire of the "Tall One' ~ zven the days of his youth..

'Bitter grief he experienced; his bride was poisoned by lola,
surnamed the ‘'black tirress,’ whilc he and his bpether-in-law were pro-
specting on Buajatolla “fountain for gold. 1Im a dream he sees her "lying .
upon her hed, a smile of serenity upon her lips, Nevar had he' seen a
wonan so beautiful ~ the spiritual beauty of death.’

"The Vdung Indian and his cdmnanion return to thnir home -immediately,
only to find the letter's father murdered and his property destroyed,
Then el firan~do~te made the vow, omc that was never broken, & pledge of
faithfulness to his dead wife. '"No womsn shall ever lie in my arms '
agrin. No woman's lips will I ever touch with my lips again. Like the
proud eagles of the mountains. I too, shall remain faithful and true to
ny dead love.” ' o

'A sign came to him in the course of timc - and into his ear words
were sphken, entrcatin? him to go again to the mountain, where he
“dreamt true.” He rmoces, and thereafter dreams of ina, his dead wife,
almost every night.  With her he vznders in dreamlifa through a world
without barriers and without limit or time. : ’

'In the £all he returns to his home and remains there until 1821.
It is at this period of time that he bacame an apostate. Fe worked out
a "Credo" for the benefit of his few followars and determined to be
thair prophnt, But he longed for independant action ~ a thing he could
only find far away from his old environment.

'The Dream HMountain? To penetrate closer into the mysterias of that
strange region? - To commune comstantly with his bride - she who was dead
in the body, but alive in spirit-land? Yes, he would go. The prophet
became a second Moses, the law-giver and judge of his band.
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"They traveled towards the north. At the "Barranca” they receive
information that Comanches are raiding the country. The grandson of
"Cuerno Verde " chief of the Indians overtakes them, 'but a massacre is
averted. The supreme courage of thé Tarahumares staggeréd the young’
Indian; it awakened a feeling of admirat10n° the two begin to argue and-
become friends.

*They arrived in due time at the "NDream Mountain,” and lived there
for some years; they farmed they hunted, and’ they worshipped in the
cave, from which issued the "Mountain God's song.”™ The idealism- of
their prophet took material form. Tall and green stoed the corr in the
palisaded field, and the calabash ~glimmered in-color’ of golden~yellow. '
The Tarahumares rejoiced. : !

'But troubles eane also. ‘Ugly bearded strangers appeared; they
killed the Indian’'s buffalo, which they had so carefully guarded And i
then a happenlng, a catastrophe without sign or warning,- _ R < SR

byt
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*The Indians were taken to the long looked-for “County of BllSS and
Delight” -~ so many times described by their beléved leader. As the old - 7.
legend has it, the entire band was destroyed by an avelanche. No protest
came fiom the lips of the Prophet - did he not- haVe the most wonderful
of all visions that very same night’

'Later he was joined by Juan Benito, who brings along an’old Servént,'
known, as el Cojo.” By the huntérs and trappers, in the last’days ‘of ™™
his life on the Mountain, the Prophet was surnamed "01d Huajatolla" but
his growing austerit] 1nd eecetlc bearing ‘forbade intimacy. - How and
where he died, no one knows. Wl 0010 never dlvnlgcd the secret.

'01d Huajatolla or el Gran—do—te is only a memory now. The 1egendary
stories of the simple, pious Mexican people of the Spdnish Peaks country,
maintain that el Gran-do-te, honored and loved by the Gods, like Elijah
of 0ld, was, taken bodily from the carth and transported into his own
heaven. '

"The site of the Prophet's village is still pointed out. A "Matate'
found there - testifies to the truth of the facts. His emblem of
authority, a queer kind of old Spanish 'Rapier,’ was discovered in a
gulch near-by. It.is claimed by. old natives, that In this region, durlng
the deep, silence of mldnight the singing of el Gran-do-te's entombed
Indians, can frequently be heard - eyvea to the piping voices of the
little children. e

AL a p01nt from Whlch the whole East Peak is’ visible from base to-
sumnit, -2 beautiful grove of tall prines once stood de ylno time 1nd the
elements - until tho white man came. w1th his axe.

“There the aborigines practiced their symbolic rites, some of them
as inkeresting as the. Eltuainlan'%ysterles of the ancient Greeks.
Festivals in honor of certain deities were held in the grovo with' ‘the
greatest solemnity. and ,pomp of cercmony. Like a cberished garden’ ‘the’
Indians loved this. little spot. on the si4e of the Holy Mountain° to them
it was ever a vision of loveliness and peace.

|3
~



e : .
Sl a atv !

.

"~légs those old-tinc Indlans - good and bad perhaps ac. the same -

time. Visible they are not, to the mertal eye, but they linger near
Huajatolla - and tho resting. place which the gods for them provided -~ -

cannot be far away from the cnchanting scenes of their former corporeal
lives. S i

"0f that grove, the most.beautiful on the Mountain, only a few trees
remain. Their place is taken by a new, growth of pine and firs, perfect
in shape and; full of younglvigor.,lacking_bnl&“ig that richness of =
naturity which-comes with the fullness of physical life. But the old = =
trees rourn, - they miss their hundreds of companions. | ks

“In soft, calm nights, when all the trees in breathless silence
are silhouetted egainst,the radiance of a velvet-black sky, when they
have ceased their breathing and the. shining moon 'has enchanted all the

uncountad living things in the wide forest, then 1isten - gentle winds
play on the.outstretched limbs and branches - a diree 1g sung by the lone
survivors. - : i R P e ; :

"The Spanish Pasks were much frequented by early American and
Canadian Mountain Men. Jean Challifou, famous trapper and well~known _
character in the annals of Western history, made this region almost his "~
saconds home, « The two Challifou.brothers came to Taos in the wintcr of
1829 - with two feat of snow on the ground. A year or two later found
these men on the Purgatory and the A-pish-a-pah, near the Peaks, trapping’
beaver. Jean took an active part in the insurrgction of 1846 Aand 1847,

that.1d, he scrvad as iuror in the trial of the murderers of Govarnor

Bent, and dramatically demanded th:o severest punishment for all thosn -
who had..taken part in the bloody affair. He died on the Purgatory in
the year -1863, within sight of his belqyﬁd_mquntaigg the g:eat-Eth:Péakt

"Hatcher, 'a mon -dmmortalized by Lewis Bararddin his book, 'Wahatoya,'
passed the summer months for a number of yeirs nmear Faajatolla Mduntain,
long before the Mexican war. A few 'Squawmen’ with Indian wives kept
hinm company, but nc permsnent scttlement axistad in the region before
1747, . " - : ' Vi i Pl i

"In.the. fifties the first stragglers arrived. 1In 1860, ZSolonel 7
Francisco erected 2 fort on the Cucharas river, followed by’ a colony of
Georglans o few years later. Then Spanish-Americnns ‘settled on upper
Bonr Creck, among them the well-known family of the Vigils and rich cld™
mrinidad Baeca. It was he who occupizd the fameous old building still’
standing, although the structure has novw been nodernized -~ thereby

losing much of its former charm. The architecture was of a type prevalent

i

all over the southwestern part of the United ‘States and Mexico. Thick="
walled, square, solid as a pyramid, surmountced by a knee~high parapet,’
from which wooden spouts 9r0jqct§d1_

"The house, contains lofty roomg, with smooth, snow-vhite walls and
curtained windows, through which, in the evening, A’ sétting sun filterad -
her mild rays, so that the rooms were flooded with a subdued gold- -
ghimmerine light. Ths great East Paak was responsible, mellowing the '
sunlipht and giving it a yellow cast. = e 2 ' R
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~¥Don: Trinidad possessed an:artistic eye. Pictures hung on the wall,
painted by the would-be -artist, Miguel Montoya. : Crudely exeguted of
course, -sketched -and painted-on-slabs of wood, these paintings yet showed
an unusual natural talent. The-boldness of their:-design was -remarkable,
although faulty in construction. There were poertraits of Saints, with
sad-looking Aztec -facess a few Indian figures.and attempts.at landscapes.
Trinidad was. a: lover of trges and-planted hundreds of them, for both
shade and utility .Some: are still standing and -thriving. His son, .
Domingo, enjoyed the reputation of being the most skillful Vaquero in
the country.

. “Another outstanding man, but of a different type, and known as the
Patriarch of the Bear Creek settlement, was Agapito Atencio. In an age
when life was simpler, - he it Was, who told the villagers, ‘That people
1ed happier lives, long, lorg ago.' Then, he said, 'the summers .lingered

til the time of. Chrlstmas, the month and day. when the uOd—Chlld was born.'

Don Agapito, devout Cathollc that ‘he was knew the history of every

Saint in the calendar, and he, could tell you the good and the bad ;
~qualities of:every plant that grew upon the Mountain. 'Nearly all the. st
herbage was wholesome in those-days..' he-often.said:. "“Plants abounded,
good for either man or beast. Much rain in the summer cheered our hearts,
and water flowed - where none is now. Fruit grew in such abundance, that

the bears became fat-and lazy,, so that they could hardly walk. But we -
must have provoked the anger of %od, for He severely now chastises us.'

“The simple dignity with which these words were uttered left an
impression on the listener's mind, greater norhans than the prolonged
sermons of- Priests or Paotors. : o b

”Dona Joseflta, Don Agn pltO s wife, pcssessed strong ooinions oF
her own; she remained old~fashioned and ncver adopted the new-fangled
systems of measurement introduced by the ‘Americanos; néither did she
ever dccept the-decimal system of counting money. To the last of her
days she continued to sell her grain by the.!Fanega,' and in .Realos
she counted the cash, received for her grain. Agaﬁito and . his . wife. have
long been gathered to their fathers, but the memory of these two fine
old .people, survives in-the hearts of their friends - who still tread
the ground of the- 11v1ng Peace be to their ashes. ' :

"Twod freaks lived in the Snanlsh Peﬂks country a few years after
the Civil War. ‘'El Pinto' one was called, and ‘Wa-ha-lo-te' (Indian
name) the other. El Pinto was an Albino, but not completely° He showed
great white splotches over face and body. Wa-ha-lo-te was.the exact
opposite. . Herhad black splotches on-his, yellow skin. It was claimed
that-whern his mother: éarried him she received a: dreadful. fright - for a
wa-ha-lo-te crossed her path. 'These repulsive reptiles were much feared,

" by both' Indian and Mexican women. -Horrible stories of these ugly
creatures .are still told. .The two freaks became -fast friends and worked
together, manufacturing vessels and ornaments of clay, which they sold
in the larger villages.

YA destructive civilization has done the Spanish Peaks much harm.
The writer has been living within sight of this monstrous incubus of our



earth nearly all his life, and he deplores.the vandalism'that ‘has been
“going on for more ‘than fifty vears.  Fire followed the axe and large«:.-
‘tracts ‘of beautiful forests have been" irretrievablytlost° Before that-
time the Peaks were still 1n their natural stﬂte.a; 5 i 3
gt ﬂGloriouSMthen'is'all this‘reg1on; wel read in a- little book
published years and yedrs agb. 'Soft and mellow is the landscape;, sweet
the breath ‘of each summer day, and the nlght whlch follows the day - 1s
even more ‘perfect, % - 3 : : :

"After the glowing clouds of sunset, in the dslicate and subdued
light of 'a violet sky, appear’ onme by one, in incomparable brilliancy,
according to the season9 the arbltrarv assemblegc of gllttering stars.,l

'And on the slopes of the silent Hountaln that ‘are exposed to those
higher ‘air currents which blow steadily:for days 'sometimes from the
Gulf of Mexico there are moments in the night when a fragrance strong and
swéet 1ike Incense is wafted towards us: awakening in 'the sbul faint -
memories of ‘a lost or forgotten’ past), bringing with it a conspicuous or
perhaps' recollection of the splcy balsanic scent of great whlte fIOWers, -
nodding and dreamin beneath a’ tropical sun,k : :

'Under the 'spell of’ the moment we can even imaglne the’warm.south
wind whispering to us - of waves beatinﬂ against coral reefs, of regal
palms' on tropical shores. = - 1 1

“The waters that flow from Huajatolla, '‘the bosom of ‘theiworld,”
are ‘soft ‘1like vélvét, and even in. summer ice cold. ' Fountains and springs
are without number, most of them pure and sweet: a few only containing .
solutions of m1neral matter, of whlch , however, no analysis has yet
been made." : 3 P A g W ' _—

"It s said that some of the springs, close :to the mountain's side,
contain an infinitasimally. small percentage of arsenic, and’:that their
waters; if used fér a prolonged periodiof time, 'for drinklng as well as |
for bathing9 w111 clear the skin wondeffullv. : “

"While the altitude near the'bas of ‘the Spanlsh Peaks is great,--.. 0!
the latitude is far encugh south to temper the winter's. cold, with a 5
resultant climate, which, if not quite as nild and refined as that of
northern Mexico, is yat wwnﬂerfully agreeable; with weeks-of- brlght
sunshine - evern“in the stress of mid—winter.

"Why seek foreign shores and yéarn for the beauties »E far awny
countries? Hére we have the’ counterpart :of nmany of tle most charming-
landscapes’ in Switzerland andvItaly. :'If not the oliwe . and the vineelad
hills of the Riviera, we ' possess: the chaste and- sterner beauty of an
idealized 'and yet 2lmost unknown Holy Mountain - with hallowed associatlons
that “inspire in the' human breast'feelings of pro€0und reverence - the
highest degree 'of véneration.'" . e ;




MEXICAN LAND GRANTS

Several land grants were awarded by the Mexican Republic in this réginﬁ
before the_te;ritory became a part of the United States. Some were recognized
as legitimate by the povernment while others were ruled invalid.

The Vigil-St. Vrain Grant was said to extend from near the Kansas line
west to the top of the Sangre de Cristo Range, 2and from Pueblo. south to
Trinidad, 4 to 5 million acres. Other sources limit the grant to 30 miles
square but it finally shrunk to 30 square miles. The first manager was. Henry
Daigre. Squatters took up much of the area and 5t. Vrain only got 1720 acres
of the total originally claimed.

The Maxwell Grant

The . following history of this grant was excerpted from Pinon Country,
by Haniel Long:

. "In 1843 the Mexican Republic granted Charles Beaubien and Guadalupe
Miranda a stretch of land on the morthernmost boundary of New Mekico. It
was intended as a buffer against the cncroachment of the United States.
Mexican law permitted the granting of only eleven square leagues. nbout
thirty-three square niles, to one petitioner, so that twiece that excent
of land would be all this particular grant could include. Ia 1537 the
Surveyor aenernl of the United States and in 1869 the Congress confirmed
the grant as ‘good and valid under Mexican law. ' Reanbien.died in 1864
and left most of the grant to his daughter Luz. ¥is son-in-law, Lucien
Maxwell, bought out the other heirs., 1In 1869 Haxwull applied for a <
survey because squattars wera beginning to come 'in. He claimed somz two |
miliion acres of land. The Secretary of the Interior, Sunset Cox, threw
out this, stupendous clain and ruled that the grant was limited to the
original twenty-two square leagues {(zhout 97,000 acreg). In 1870 Maxwell
sold the vague territory of which he was overlord to three Colorado
business men for $659,000. They at once resold it for $1,350,000 to an
English svndicate called the Maxwell ILand Grant and Railway Cormpany. A
group of gilded youths came from Londcn with blooded hounds, five grand
pianos, and a group of stuffed Bengal tigers to take over the astate and
resist the squatters. After the Civil War, veterans of both the Union
and Confederate armics were roving west, and the law stated the squatter's
right to land on which he paid taxes for ten ycars.

"The English owners undertook 3 new survey of the land. It is widely
believed (though it has never heen proven) that twenty leagues square
looked better to them than twenty square leéagues, and that they set back
the four corners of the boundary. In any case the government sSurveyors,
vhonm they entertained in princely, faghion at Maxwell's great mansion at
Cimarron, set their seal to a survey that showed son¢ two million acres.

"The English owners with the new survey oand V.S. law on thelr side
now proceeded to make trouble for the squatters. The squatters argued
that the extension of ‘the oripinal grant to two mi}lion acres constituted’

the biggest land grab in the history of the West. The Squatter s War followed
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culninating in a battle at Stonewall. Most of the settlers there were
veterans of the Civil War, but they were defeated, and their leaders
killed, by the 'forces of law and order,' the English ownerzs.’

The Maxwell Grant, comprising a total area of 284,391 acres in Colorads,
of which 28,248 acres is owned by private individuals, was purchased by the
Colorado Fuel and Iron Corporation in 1901 for its coal deposits and as a
source of timber for use in the coal mines. The following description of
the Grant is taken from Howard C. Lee's timber survey report of 1941:

. "'The Maxwell Grant is situated in the extreme south-central pzrt
of Colorado. It is roughly boundzd on the north by the Purgatoire River,
on the east by Fisher's Mesa, on the south by the Colorsdo-flew Mexico
state line and on the west by the Sangre de Cristo Range. At one point,

in the northwest corner, it is immediately adiacent to the San Isabel
National Forest. o

B

"'The. extreme sastern part of the Grant survounding Fisher's Mesa
is fairly rugged. However, from Fisher's Mesa westward, the highly
dissected terrzin rises gently to the foot of tho Sangre de Cristo Range,
then corparatively =zbruptly to the crest. The range in clevation is from

6900 fcet 'at Trinidad to 14,000 feet on the crest of the Sangre de Cristo
Range. ' = ' :

“The -decp. mountain drainage alons the ecast face of the Sangre de
Cristo Ranga shortly merge into cither the Middle or the South Fork of -
the: Purgatoire River." -

The headquarters for the administration of th: Grant is at Yeston, about
halfway between Trinidad and “Monument Lake, at which point the Colornado Fuel
and Iron Corporation operatcs a sawmill. The mill is connocted by a spur to
the Colorado and Wyoming Railroad, over which considerable lumber and other
forest products are shipnad. The town of Weston is alsn connected with
Trinidad with an eiled highway. '

The Forest rcsources of the Grant have boen of considerable value to the
Colorado Fuel and Iron Corporation in supolyingz lurmher, mine props, 2nd other
material used in the mincs and the steel mills in Pucblo. Of the total
acrenge 154,273 acres is timberland, the renaining portion consisting of
prassland, brush, cultivated land, and areas nbove timber line. :

Tha ponderosz pine and Doublas fir stands havc largely been cut over since
the Grant was acquirad. The thrifty intormediate troes of these specles were
removed for the productisn of railroad ties and in many enscs the mature and

overmature treas ware left standing.  In addition, the bhest poles were removed

for prop material. ‘This condition exists in the morc accessihle parts-of
each logging unit, while frequently in the less accessible parts, only the
trees suitabla for the making of hewad railroad ties have been removed.

The grazing resources consist of approximately 91,77 acras of grass and
brush types. The woodland type nccounts for an additional 43,790 acres
which receives some grazing use. There are also 6,000 acres of open land
ahove timber line on the Sangre de Cristo Range grazad by sheev during the
surmer months. : : B



The Soil Conservation Service estimates the present actual stocking is
one animal-unit per 30 to 49 acres. A study of the entire Grant indicates
a safe carrving capacity of one animal unit per 120 acres. TFrom these figures
it can be seen that three or four times the number of cattle graze on the
Grant above the estimntad carrying capacity. ]

The grazing lands are leased to stockmen on the basis of acreage and not
by animal units. For this reason the ranges are overstocked since the
Corporation doas not limit -tha number as in the case of the National Forests.
No attempt is made by the cattlemen to stock the range according to carrying
capacity since the leases arc on an annual basis with no certainty of being
renewed from one vsar to the next, According to the cattlemen, the grazing
fees are high, for which reason they try to get all the available forage
possible. : , '

Considering the east end of the Grant as a whole, the original vegetative
cover has been depleted to such an extent that both sheet and gully erosion
arz in evidence. The bottom lands, adjacent to the creek bads, which should
support relatively dense covers of the more palatable grass species, are now
aparsely covered with only Russian thistle. A considerable portion of the
areaa is used for yearlong grazing. :

The scenic attractions on the west end of the Grant can be said to begin
at Stonewall where the highway passes through a narrow gap in the spectacular
dike. The highway runs north from the cap to Monument Lake, the playground
of Trinidad, pertly located within thc boundaries of the Grant. The scenic
attraction of the highway can be preserved by contrcoiling zhiz manmer in vhich
the timber is cut. :

Fishing in the various streams around Stonewall is more or less reatricted
and cannot be said to constitute an important recreational activity. This,
however, is relatively unimportant due to fishing attractions at Monument Lake.

The following account of tho Maxwell Land Grant was taken from the Denver
Post, issue of January 31, 1955:

“This huge tract came to life when Carlos Beaubien, who came from
Montreal as Charles Hypolite Trotier, Sieur de Beaubicn, to nake his
home and become a Mexican citizen, ‘aad Suadalupa Miranda, petitioned
Gevernor Manual Amrijo in Santa Fe for a land srant 114 years ago this
nonth.

“It had long been the practice of the Spanish, and later the Mexican
government, to make such grants to deserving citizens, the principal
reagon to promote development of colonial territory. On January 11, 1841,
tha original grant was approyed,

"nder the treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo in 1848, the United States
took over New Mexlco 2nd inherited the troubles of the grant. From 1854
to 1879, the United States ‘confirmed 62 grautslin its new territory,
srong them that of 3e bien and Miranda in Jun 9“1863. '

"But a constant g-of-war continued for about 59 years over rights
to the land. Finall' n May, 1887, the U.S. Supreme Court settled the
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natter - at least to its satisfaction. The opinion said ‘. . . we are
entirely satisfied that the grant . . . is valid . .° G

"The decision left gloon shrouding many families who had scetled
on the land, belicving time would give them the right to their honmastaads

and ranches, put it ended ~ pericd ~f open war between grant and anti-
grant factions.

_"Among those who figured in those battles was James Masterson, brother
of Bat Masterson, one-time narshal of Dodge City, Kansas. Masterson
was made captain of a company of territorial militda; hastily formed to
back up the grant owners. : A ; :

"On the other side was Genrge Curry, later one of Teddy Roonsevelt's -
rough riders, head of Manila's pnlicz force when William Howard Taft was -
governor of the Philippines after the Spanish-American war, next to the
last territorial governor of New Mexico and one of the state's U.5.
senators. : - : . & : ; ;

“Curry organized d group of anti-grant 'vigilantes' and ousted - .
Masterson and hiﬁ men from the territory. . - :

“The year the grant was made, Lucien ®. Maxwell of Kaskaskia, Illinoils,
arrived in Taos. The 23-year old trapper, who, with Kit Carson acting.
as guide, accompanied John C. Fremont on:two of his western expaditions,.
marricd Luz Beaubien two years later. Through that mevriage, Maxwell
aventually {nherited Beaubien's share of the grant. it

"As time went on Maxwell acquired the remainder of the vast trace,
pnying[$29745_to Yiranda for his share. From the new owmer, the grant
took its present name. # : :

“Apparently Maxwell was not aware of the immense potential value
of his property, for in 1879 he scld it to the Maxwell Land Grant and
Railway Co. for only $§550,000, " From that organization, the prescnt
company* took over.” - .

*This refaré oﬁly to ‘that portionm of the Maxwell Land Grant lying in northern
Naw Mexico. The original grant coveraed the following territory: "

"A1l of what now is Colfax county (New Mexico), reaching 45 miles
east from the top of the Sangre de Cristo range to a, point beyond
Springer, New Mexico, and then on & 1ine north 51 milwus to a point
~ fow miles southeast of Trinidad, Colorado. The northern border ran
northwest 44 miles to the crest of the massive range again and south
along the range 73 miles to a point southeast nf Taos, New Mexico.

“Raton, as well'as Springer,-is in the grant’s old boundaries.. So
are the villages of Cimarron, where Buffalo Bill Cody organized his
wild west show; Eagle Nest,'popular‘modern-day fishing resort, and what
is left of Elizabethtown, frontier gold camp.”
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The Sangre de Cristo Grant, more commoniy referwed to as the Trincﬁeta z
Ranch, lies west of the Spanish Peaks District within the drainage of the Rio
Grande. Formerly the cutting of timber was an important activity, with 'a spur
track from the Rio Grande Railroad running south for a number of miles, over
which the forest products were shipped to market. In places the railroad grade
is still discernible with a few cross ties still in place. A number of camps
were built along the railrcad and tumble-down cabins are met with on the old
abandoned roads and trails in the timbered areas. This Grant constitutes the
western boundary of the Spanish Peaks District and is also the southern boundary
of the Huerfano District for the Sangre de Cristo division.

The following sketch regarding the uangre de Cristo Grant was taken from
the Rocky Mountain News (1921).

"The Trinchera Ranch, down near Fort Garland, used to be considered
quite a sizeable property, but there was 100,000 acres of it recently
sold, so it now comprises only 127,000 acres. Before this sale it was
said to be the largest single ranch in the United States, and even
with that 100,000 acres lopped off there are some that maintain this
ranch still ranks as one of the largest, if not actually the largest.

"The Trinchera also stands as one of the most interesting ranches
in the state, with a history that deals with an old family carriage
in the beginning, and leads up through several changes, including the
construction of the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad, and a few tragedies.

"Back in the beginning of the last century the governor of Sante
Fe conceived a liking for the family carriage of a French Canadian
named Bouvien. Now Bouvien was what may be termed long on Mexican
grants, having gathered in what later became known as the Maxwell Grant
in Colorado, so he figured how he could trade the carriage for a land
grant. He solved it by bringing in his two nephews, Louis Lee and
Narcisso Bouvien. Then they applied for and obtained the grant their
uncle had his eye on, and the governmor got the carriage.

""rhis, be it known, was when Mexico took in a large part of the
present United States, including Colorado. Land wasn't considered of
any special value in those days, except to give away by a Mexican
governor. This particular grant included all the land under the
watershed of the Rio Grande.

“"The two nephews were killed in the Mexican revolution in 1846, and
their heirs passed the grant on to Charles Bouvien, father of one of the
holders.

"There were numerous twists and turns in the handling of this grant,
ending with Governor Gilpin of Colorade territory obtaining the northern
portion. Then along came Dr. Bell and General Palmer, builders of the
Rio Grande, and made a bargain whereby the Rio Grande was to get a large
slice of the property if it built six miles west of Fort Garland by
July 1, 1877. This was done, and Bell and Palmer got the land.

"Eventually the Trinchera ranch grew out of the changes, with Bryant
and Turner of Denver as General manager, with its 400 miles of fence and
5,000 Herefords.
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"There have been several killings on the property during its history,
the most noted being that of Espinosa, most famous or infamous of all
Mexican bandits ever infesting 'that section of Colorado. Tom Tobin out to
earn $2,000 reward Colorado offered for the outlaw, took up the trail, came
upon_him cooking his breakfast one morning and shot him. To prove that he
had kllled Espinosa, Tobin chopped off the head and brought it in a sack
into Fort Garland."’



_INDIAY BATTLES

The area’ surrounding the Spawzsh Peaks formerly constituted binting groundo,
for the Utes and other marauding tribes have been reported in this area. Among |
these are the Comanches and Arapahoes. There is little doubt fights oceurred
between the wartiors of the various tribes but 1ittle is known concerning them. '

Perhaps the most famous would-be battle bétween the white men and Indians
occurred ‘at La Veta duriug the Civil'War period. The few white men’ at*the fort
would most certainly’ ‘have been massacred had not Hiram Vasquez® managed to elude
the Indians ‘and race to'Fort Lyon, a distance of approximately 120 miles, for -
help.

An account of this action is told by Eugene Parsons in the Irail Magazine
(date unknown).

"It was when Hiram Vasquez lived with Daigre and Francisco (Probably
in 1863) that he took the famous ride from the Plaza on the present site
of La Veta to Fort Lyon in the Arkansas Valley, a distance of 120 miles.
The Ute Chief, Canache was on the rampage with a thousand warriors, who
surrounded Francisco's little fort. They expected to finish, within a
short time, the little company of some seventeen or eighteen men with
Daigre and Francisco. A crisis was at hand, It developed upon someons of
their number to ride to Fort Lyon for troops - the sooner the better.
Vasquez was considered the only man for this important mission, and he took
the hazard without a moment's hesitation. This ride is regarded as one of
the greatest feats performed by frontier mem, or by others in tizis Weatern
country,

"Mounted on a tough, wiry mule, Hiram Vasquez started on his perilous
trip at eight o'clock on a mild spring evening. Slowly and cautiously he
picked his way through the brush growing along the banks of the Cucharas,
which is only a creek here. In the darkness he eluded the watchful Indian
sentry stationed to the northeast of the Plaza. The rider had for his
first objective Rattlesnake Buttes, forty miles from La Veta. Thence there
was a ride of another forty miles over the rolling uplands northward to the
Arkansas; he knew the route well., Down the Arkansas he had a ride of
another forty miles to the military post. He reached the Buttes without a
mishap at two o'clock in the morning; then he sped on, getting to the
Arkansas at nine o'clock in the morning, Man and mule stopped not for
refreshments, except to take a long draught of water from the river. The
wearied mule slackened her pace a little, but kept-a-going on a stretch
through the day. They were at Fort Lyon late in the afternoon.”

An Indian battle was reported to have occurred between Arapaho Indians and
Utes at the junction of Wahatoya Creek with the Cucharas. An account* of this
action is recorded as follows:

%Hiram Vasquez was taken captive by the Shoshone Indians in 1843 when about 5
years old, in the vicinity of Fort Bridger. Six years later, near Salt Lake
City, he managed to escape from the Indians and was reunited with his mother at
Fort Bridger.

*See Footnote, page 10.
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"The Utes were routed by their foes from the Plains and hastily
retreated up the Cucharas Valley and then the Indian Creek, leaving dead
along their trail. I quote from my report of the 1932 season of archaeo-
logical field work the following lines: 'On July 12th, kindly guided by
Forester Karl Gilbert, we went up the thickly wooded slope along Indian
Creek. The purpose was to look over an Indian burlal . . discovered the
previous winter by John Durant near the top of a pass crossed by an old
Ute trail . . . The Burial had been made in a broad crevice of a large
boulder and covered with small rocks. The skull had been removed but many
bones.were still there, as well as great many glass beads. Various objects
had prev1ously been collected . .. . They comprise a flintlock gun dated 1848,
Barrett, three metal arrow p01nts, one saddle buckle,. five saddle rings,
one piece of copper, one spoon, and anstone pipe.'"
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EARLY . SETTLEMENTS

.The principal cities and towns around the Spanigh Peaks are Trinidad,
Walsenburg, Aguilar, and La Veta. Other small towns connected with the coal
industry are also located here and a number of these have been abandoned. The
following account of some of the early settlements is taken from "The Romance
of the Spanish Peaks" by Louis B. Sporleder. Sr. (See footmote, page24 ).

"Trinidad, population 15,000, lies approximately ninety mfleS'to the
south .of -Pueblo and is the seat of: Las Animas County, the largest county
in the state. . Its location is near the juuction of Raton Creek and the
Purgatoire River (El Rio de Las Animas Perdidas en Purgatorio) or, as'old’
timers call it, the- Picketwire, and although the site had long been the
gathering place for early travelers, traders and trappers, its permanent’
establishment of residence did not begin until 1859, when a _cabin was built
by Gabriel and Juan . Guiterrez. The settlement was first called Rio do
Las Animas, latexr. changed to Santisima Trinidad (Spanish for Most Holv ‘

» Trinity) which eventually was shortened -to Trinidad. The city v*a
incorporated December 30, 1879.

"Walsenburg is principally a coal mining community, and its history is
interesting. . Various settlements over a period of time were started along
the Cucharas.: One of these, Tesquisquita, held a strong place in the
memory . of Mr. Sporleder, for it at one time was considerably larger ‘than
the forerunner of Walsenmburg. The village and beautiful springs by which
it lay were south.of the Cucharas, opposite the Walsen mine, both have .

- long been completely out of existence. o ’

“In the 1860'3, one and a half miles ‘below Tequisquita, up sprang
La Plaza de Los Leones (embryonic Walsenburg) Miguel Antonio Leon, for
whom 1t was named and who served as Alcalde, H. W. Jones, Roman Montes -
Vigil and Francisco Atencio were among the first men responsible for its
birth. : : :

»
K

o "wo schools found their beginning in’ the.late 1860's. J. A. J. Valdes '
taught in Hermanes' Plaza and Father Percevault opened a private school in
Plaza de Los Leones._ ‘It was about this time too, that the first American
child was born in what is now Walsenburg. 'She was Fanny Jones, daughter =~
of Mrs. Henry W. Jones, a direct descendant of Colonel Daniel- Boone.

n 1869 the Right Rev. Bishop'J P, Machﬁeuf’established-ihe‘first
church, the Parish of Our Lady of Seven Dolors. It was a"jacal‘ or’
picket house, located where now stands the 0'Byrne Hardware and Furniture
Company. L i

, "Fred Walsen and his young wife (Emilie Sporleder) arrived in 1870 and °
on the sixth of August of the same year opened a fortifieéd trading post.
Mr. Walsen 8 success was immediate and he soon became ‘the accepted leadef.
When the Plaza was incoryorated June 16, 1873, it was named: in his honor.

"Badito on the Huerfano River, was the first county seat, but through
the influence of Mr. Walsen and Charles O. Unfug, the records were trans-—
_ferred to Plaza de Los Leones._ Thereafter Walsenburg was and rémained the
county seat. o . ; s
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"It was John Albert, one of the last original Rocky Mountain trappers
and one of the few survivors of the Taos massacre in 1847 (the only one to
escape from the Arroyo Hondo) who erected the fort on the banks of the
Cucharas River. At that time the channel of the river was narrow and deep
. . o It'ran for several hundred feet along what is now Tenth Street . . .
Joining the little estate on the north, -loomed the old and first Sporleder
Hotel. The proprietor of the hostelry was August Sporleder, better known
as "the Governor' . . . Heavy rains and prolonged high water in 1878
combined with an insufficient rock foundation caused its walls to collapse,
also destroying John Albert's house and almost the entire Plaza of the Leons.

"".a Veta was founded by Colonel John M. Francisco who came to the
Rocky Mountain Country in 1839 and was first known as Francisco Plaza.
Francisco Fort, erected by Colonel Francisco and Henry Daigre during. the
Civil War, 'still stands and is marked by a bronze tablet.

"There are conflicting reports about the ruins of the Old Spanish :.
Fort built by the Spanish govermment probably about 1720. There.seems to
be no doubt that it was the first building constructed by white men in
what is now Colorado. John Albert, early trapper, made definite statements
to first settlers about its location in La Veta. More recently, assertions
_have been made that it lies in the Yellowstone region.

"A great amount of land claimed by Colonel Francisco, under agreement
with Don Ceran St. Vrain, but unconfirmed by the United States government,
passed into the hands of early American settlers; especially did members
of the so-called Georgia Colony acquire some choice property. Prominent
in this group was the historic figure, Joseph Decatur Patterson, who
with his father and a cousin, explored the fertile Huerfamo region. Their
glowing accounts resulted in a large number of Georgians flocking to the
Huerfano and upper Cucharas Valleys where today many of their descendents
still live."

Other information concerning the La Veta area is reported. In the spring
of 1862 Hiram Vasquez first set foot upon the ground where La Veta now stands.
Here he found Henry Daigre with sixteen herders, mostly Mexicans and French.
With them was a Portuguese, John Deleware. These men were punching Daigre's
cattle, rounding them up in pleasant pastures or driving them into grassy
mountain valleys.. In the fall of 1862 Colonel J. M. Francisco showed up. This
noted man was associated with Daigre for many years. ' o

In 1864 and 1865 Mr. Vasquez was doing irrigation farming in the upper
Cucharas valley. In 1866 he took up a ranch on the Apishapa. He says there
was no one else living near him that summer. ' : '

Hiram Vasquez built the road to Stonewall in 1865, using oxen. Henry’
Daigre paid for the road. The old trail to San Luis Valley via Indian Creek
was used to pack flour from Fort Garland. La Veta Pass road was built just
before the railroad by a Mr. Sefton for toll. It was abandoned as a toll road
after .the railroad;came in. The first postoffice in La'Veta, called Spanish
Peaks, was established in 1871, with W. B. Hamilton as first postmaster. The
first.school in La Veta was in 1878.

The first sawmill on the Apishapa. in 1868 was owned by Captain Béilk"ﬂe
hauled the lumber to Fort Lyon with teams and oxen. The trip took twelve days
and the material sold for $40.00 per thousand feet. The first sawmill in
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La Veta came in with the railroad in 1876 and was owned by a man named Hendrix.
It was located on the mesa just above town. Most of the fires occurred in 1866.
The Mexicans warred with the Indians and fires were set as war signals. A water
mill was constracted in 1870 above Benton Vories.

There were lots of cattle around La Veta in 1865. ~Over 6000 were taken to
Fort Bascam, New Mexico, by Vasquez for government use. These belonged to St.
Vrain, Francisco and Daigre. Cow and calf brought $15.00. A 5-year old steer
brought $20.00. The ‘first cattle were common Mexican cattle. Daigre brought
in the first sheep, 65 head. Sheep grazing in the mountains began about 1875.

In 1862 there were 14 buffalo nedr La Veta, andhoﬁe large band of antelope,
later killed by the Indians, plenty of déer and black and cinnamon bear, but

only a few elk and mountain sheep. _ I, _ —

' The railroad came to La Veta in 1876. The firéﬁicelegréph\also came to
La Veta that same year. The first passenger trains across La Veta.Pass were in

the summer of 1878.
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" ECONOMIC GEOLOCY AWD MINING ACTIVITIES ) ' -

The most important mineral product of this area is coal. The coal beds of
workable thickness are confined to 'the coal-bearing portion of the Laramie
forma;ion; and thosz from whicih the present output is derived lie within'150
feet of the base of the measures. The total area of the Laramie outcrop in the
Spanish Peaks quadrangle is 494 square miles; but the measures undoubtedly
underlie all the portion of the 'district occupied by Eocene beds. The eastern
border of the Laramie terminates in a bold, irregular line of bluffs, which
within the 1limits of the quedrangle, extends from the Purgatoire to the north
boundary. The western border lies seVeral miles beyond the west boundary;
except in the South Fork of the Purgatoire, where'a deep indentatiou, due to
erosion, brings a portion of this border within the limifs of the Zistrict. The
arca thus included constitutes an important ‘part of the Colorads portion of- the
Raton coal fields, which éxtends south to the Cimarron River in-New Mexito and
north nearly to the kwerfano. ‘ Ll

. Coal formations have been observed on the East Peak but no coal mining has
been attempted in the high mountains. The area to the east of the Peak is
underlaid with coal and there are numerous abandoncd coal mines and towns in this
locality. Old abandoned coal mines surround La Veta and dumps can be found in
the foothills in the region southwest of the town. Ojo, on Higbway Wo. 160, was
once a thriving coal-mining town but now the mines have been abandoned and most
of the buildings torn down or moved away.

To date all of the coal mining has been done by means of tunnels. Hhowever,
during the latter part of 1943 strip mining was started near Pictou, northwest
of Walsenmburg, which could change the method of mining coal in this locality.

Petroleum has been found in the Walsenburg quadrangle but not in quantities
of cconomic value. The existence of petroleum and natural gas in economic
quantities in the Spanish Peaks quadrangle is conjectural, though not altogether
out of the question, as both these substances have been detected at several
points in the vicinity of Trinidad. .

With the exception of the iron ore concretions toward the base of the
Laramie, there are no known deposits of this ore within the boundaries of the:
Spanish Peaks quadrangle. Wor are the conditions such as to warrant a belief
in the probable existence of deposits of cconomic value. The same is true of
copper ores for copper alone. DMoreover, where it is possible for deposits of
these metals to occur the formations are so fully exposed that ore in paying
quantity could not very well escape detection. The precious metals - more
especially gold - unless associated with base metals or contained in the matrix
of well-defined veins, are not so easily detected, and it frequently happens
that the most unpromising-loocking rock is really the most valuable.

The occurrence of ores containing precious and other metals in the Spanish
Peaks quadrangle is confined to West Spanish Peak. UWearly all the gulches
draining into the Wahatoya and Apishapa contain more or less placer gold, and
close to the base of the mountain the gravel near the bed rock gencrally yields
colors; or small specks of gold on panning. But so far as known, it is doubtful
if any of the gravel can be profitably washed. DBeyond the faect that this gold
must have been derived from auriferous material occurring somewhere within the
boundaries of the West Pezk mass, its source has not been definitely ascertained.
While ore-bearing veinlets have been found din the eruptive mass cf the mountain,
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the most promising deposits:are confined to. :the surrounding:zone of metamorphosed
sediments, where there are small, vertical veins containing comparatively rich s
ore, cutting the formation. Ore shipments were made from Monarch Basin, on the
Wahatoya side of the mountain which are reported to have yielded over $100 per

ton in silver and lead.

Deposits of precious or other metals have 'yet to be discovered in the
Walsenburg quadrangle, though their existence in the Archean area of the Green-
horn Mountains is not altogether improbable, as they occur elsewhere in the same
area.

Fire clay of excellent quality underlies the greater part of this:quadrangle
and in the areas adjacent to Trinidad.. Sandstones; of which there. are several
varieties, have been extensively employed in.local structures.

Prospecting for:precious metals has been going on in the wicinity.of the
Spanish Pedksssincé thevdays.of the early settlement. :-Legends credit the. .
Spaniards with mining silver in this area:'shortly after they made explorations
from the south. One of these-legends is as follows: .. .

"Looking back to  the.time of the Spanish occupation there were silver
mines in the Spanish Peaks before there were well built settlements on our ..
eastern coasts. - It is related that the Spanish moriks made slaves of the
Indians to work: these:mines and that after they had collected a great amount
of treasure they blew .up the approach.to-the mines and killed the workers.
‘but they never reached the settlements. to the south for. the Indians murdered
them before they:'could reach the protection of Spanish rule and thus meted: .
out stern justice to the murderer monks." : ; :

Prospect holes are found throughout.the mountains, some where least -expected.
However, most of the mining activities centered around the West Spanish Peak and
tiie area between the' peaks.. There are -several short tunnels along Trujillo
Creek and evidente of prospecting was.observed: in several of the side branches
coming offof the East Peak. The small creeks are eroding on a large scale.
even at.- tne preoent date and mlnlne act1v1ties have been practically obllterated.

Prospectlng has 'also been done: on..the Culebra Range and in Indlan Creek
Several 'prospect holes can be found in Price .Canyon. George FPrice is now ..
working in an oid prospect hole .which was first opened up many years ago. .The .,
G. L. 0. Plat of 1885 shows aicabin'which:isi still partially standing. : The
cabin contains an old bucket used for hauling ore and rock out of the mine.
Another prospect hole dis located in Hope Canyon. At the present:time Mr. R. B.
Linscott 'is prospecting in this area, having sunk a shaft -and.a tunnel: through_
the solid rock during the time he has been working in this area. Another .
prospect nole can be seen in Copper Gulch to the northwest of .the uulphur Sprlngs
resort. - . e ; : : ;

In the-'70"'s and "30"s there was considerable mining activity:around-the
Spanish Feaks. The first ore'taken out of the mountains.was by burros over -a
rough trail.- The ore. was brought to La Veta.and shipped to the smelter. Later
a road was built to the mines and . the'ore was.brought out with team and wagons.

Lot ¥ Yok Trany
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Tue patenced‘mining claims are located on“the West Spanish Peak, and are
as foliowsgtx : i ) ;

Monitor: Lode G TR T Iy 1y
Aztec Lode 3
¢ . Alpine
T i : Grand Duke ; 372y ' Lot
Bulls Eye Lode . - sEph X
Whale et al Lode . s B :

Although the area from La Veta Fass south to Bomnett Park is largely a
sandstone formation some prospecting has been done along' this range. - However,
the holes are not extensive showing:the prospectors were easily discouraged.
South of Bonnett Park the mountains increase. sharply in elevation, culminating
in lofty Trinchera Peak, 13,546 feet in elevation. Ividence of prospecting can
be seen on tne ridges and other areas above timber line along this range of
mountains.: Lately prospecting has been done-in the vicinity of La Veta for ore
carrying traces of uranium. Prospecting has:also been done-on Veta -mountain.to
the northwest of La Veta and in the immediate wicinity.

Prospecting for minerals in the Spanish Peaks region was; extensively carried
out shortly after this area began to be settled.: Mining was a.major industry
during  the latter part of the last century. Some of the early mining activities
were recorded in newspapers at that time and are-a matter of record. . The’
following information was compiled from the Huerfamo ilerald in 1251 by Paul
Frick,. an”instructor at tne La Veta ligh-School: Other information was furnished
by Albert Parks of La Veta, the present owner of several of the old mines on
the Spanish Peaks. o ; X

‘“Prospecting in ‘the Cuchara area began: soon after the arrival of the first
settlers im about the year 1370. In the February 17, 1381 issue of the ierald,
A. 1. Grahiam writes tnat ‘mining claims. have been held in the Peaks for.at . |
least 7 years,’ and he goes on to implore :'the small scale operations up to-now
with one man holding 4 claims' by 'doinj: the necessary minimum of work and praises
Senator iLarlan of Towa who ‘plans to send:in a shaft 1000 feet in a known pay
lead' (the Wnale). Also mentioned at this time were mining operations at
Placer (Russel) in Costilla County in the fall of 1330. The February 10, 1881
issue notes that William Sager owned a gold and 'silver mine on top of Baldy
tountain (probably liount Mestas). : By 1330 coal mining had progressed in the
Ojo dlstrlct and a’ Lhrlv1n" little communlty had isprung up there.

“neére"dres some more 1tems bleaned from the ﬁerald that will help give a
better picture of tne mining scene.in the early 80's. A.-E. Graham writes on
November 18, 1880 that rich copper and silver ore.is being mined in the Copper
King owned by the Sangre de Cristo M. and R. Company. It showed a 3 foot lead .
with a pay streak of sulpnite of copper carrying 20 oz. of silver. 1 believe
it lies west of La Veta in the main range. Other mines mentioned by him as being
in the ‘same region, but privately owned; are the Elk, Hunton, Poverty Lode,
Goodenougiiy; naldy Belle, and F0pper Cliff. The February 25, 1830 issue reports
that-the dighland Chief (Burtch,:Pavey; and Daigre) is producing ore that
assays from 60 to 130.oz.. Later issues of-the iierald note the beginning of rich
strikes from Silver Cliff to Williams Creek and the Iiuerfano, the richest one
being the famous sassick i{ine. On July 7, 1381 the derald states that the Ball
Lead on West Peak (J. G. ilamilton) was the first lead discovered in the Peaks.
sy July 1ol iron was being mlned at Placer by a force of 50 men under the
employment of the C. F. and I. fTne population of La Veta onm March 16, 138
was 500. On March 23, 1882 the Herald notes a strike on Silver Mountain. The
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iron mine at Placer gave out on August 10, 1882. It was considered only a
slide from the main lead further up the mountain. The land is now owned by the
vrum family of La Veta. The Grand ‘Duke owned by Dr. -Miller is on the east edge
of east gulch. Mr. Parks has informed me that 'a hotel to house 75 miners was
built one-half mile south of the Bull's Eye Mine (Mountain Monarch). Only the
foundation remains today. They dug through slide rock to reach water. It is
located on the south island at the upper end of East Gulch. In 1883 a lead was *°
discovered on the western slope of Trinchera Peak, the first and possibly only
strike made in the Snowy Range. -

"The Mountain Monarch mine is located about 200 feet above timber 7
line on the west side of East Gulch on the north slope of West Spanish
Peak. Today it is called the Bull's Eye mine and is owned by Albert Parks.
The Whale mine is located on the northwest slope of West Peak and is ;
several hundred feet above timber line. It is also owned today by Albert
Parks. Further notes taken from the Huerfano Herald will-be concentrated
on’ these two mines.” :

The follow1ng information was largely taken from the Huerfano Herald by
Mr. Frick. '

April 21, 188l. The good people of La Veta and vicinity will be ‘pleased
to learn that the Mountain Monarch Mining Co. have decided to continue work on:
their mine this season. lticumbers of tae company will arrive from the cast-the
last of May and decide upon the amount of work to be done this summer..  Mr.
Landis with 2 or 3 men as soon as the snow will permit will clear up the grounds
and prepare for the season's campaign. About $15,000 has been expended on this
mine exposing mineral that assays as high as 953 oz. Three tunnels have been
run, 130, 169 and 189 feet.

May 12, 1881. J.”A. Landis made an attempt to reach the Mountaln Wonarch
mine Tuesday but thé snow was too deep for him.

June 2, 1881. Lucky ooy Lode at Bonanza owned by the La ‘Veta Coal and
Mining Company. At a depth of 3 feet there was just a trace of silver. At 190
feet there was a trace of gold and 2 oz. of silver. At 15 feet it assayed 84 oz.-
of gold at a.value of $105.76.

June 9, 1851. Georgeé Depp states that the prospects of ‘the Whale grow
better as they go down. On the surface there was only a trace of ore. At
present at a depth of 15 feet he has a vein of 7 inches of ore that is worth $100
per ton. He has about 5 tons on the dump and within a few weeks will commence
stoping, when he can ‘produce 3 to 5 tons a day. Just a8 soon as stoping can
be commenced he intends to put burros on the road to pack the ore to this
point, whence it will be shipped to the smelter at Pueblo. This is the mine in
which G. W. Frederick and M. R. Maynard, our new Xansas men, invested in this
spring.

June 23, 1381. The proprietors of the Whale mine have their trail completed
from the wagon road to their lower tumnel. They were to have commenced deliver-
ing ore to the wagon road Tuesday. J. G. Goss came down from the Peaks
Saturday night and left at this office specimens of ore taken from the Iowa Lode,
an eastern extension of the Whale. This is the mine in which Senator Harlan of
Towa, non. Robert ¥. Lincoln, Secretary of War, and Mr. Lincoln's old law
partner, Mr. Isbom is interested in. For two weeks past Mr. Goss with a shift
of three men has been engaged in shoveling snow and last week commenced a new
tunnel. At a depth of 2 feet he struck carbonate of lead, at four feet carbonate
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in nugget form showing particles of galena, and at 7 feet chlorides of silver.
The pay streak has widened in that 7 feet, from 2 .inches to { inches with 6.
feet of space between wall rocks. ~The gangue matter and pay streak'is about
3 feet.. The earth in which the tumnel .is being run is frozem hard. Senator
barlan states that he will be here in July to prosecute work on this mine and
designs siuking 1 or 2 shafts 50 to 100 feet on same. Mr. Lincoeln has, |
instructed him to draw upon him for the funds to perform the work. '

June 30, 1881. ‘The proprietors of the Whale mine made their first shipment
of ore on Tuesday of this week to Pugblo. . : i

£

July 7,:158l. R. A. liayes and J. G. Hamilton, the owners of the Ball Lead,
went up uesday with a shift of men and will sink an additiomal. 15 feet on their
lcad. They are now down 35 feet and have a well-defined vein at 2 feet of
gangue matter with 4 feet between wall rocks. This is the first lead discovered
in the West Peak and is located in the west gulch.

July 14, 1851. Some people are surprised that the Spanish Peaks has not
boomed after the manner of a few mining camps whose mining ecxcitcment has been
noted for its.short duration.. It is a. source of great satisfaction to residents
here that they have done nothing of the kind.  They have desired a substantial
uninterrupted growth, a growth where cach. day adds to the mining and business
progress of the localiity. ) o

July 21, 1881, Semator Earlan_a:rived.iﬁ_La’Véta Tuesday and will spend
a few days looking over his mining interests in this vicinity. i

July 28, 1881. A personal survey of the mines by A. E. Graham. By night
I had arrived at the cabin owned by the owners of the Whale vhere we were giwveu
a hearty welcome and after supper and the usual round °f story telifng we o 7
retired for the night quite fatigued. First in order in the merning was the
Whale Lode #2. .More developments.have been made on this property in the Peaks
except the Monarch.. Pay ore is being taken out. The Iowa Lode shows with

merely surface. development-a 7 inch pay streak of galena and iron pyrites with

some sulphate of coppar which I beldeve runs about $100 iu silver and 1¢ad.

This vein stands perfectly straight with 11 feet between walls and 'the shaft is
only in 10 feet. The ball Lode. Within the last 5 feet the mineral vein has
widened from 6 to 18 inchies. 7he Setting Sun shows a large vein of solid galena.
We should also add with reference to the other properties to be cut the proposed
tunnel (Whaie) that we examined a number of them and tuinK that no betteér site
could have been sclected. It will cut in 1000 feet which resembles the Iowa in
character of ore. It will almost travers¢ the main belt of the Spanish Peaks.

August 11, 168i. J. A. Laﬂdis‘hés'beeh engaged as superintendent of the
Iowa Lode. ' T

. .August 16, 1851. There is a stretch of the Sanmgre de Cristo Mountain from
60 to 75.miles long lying between the lorcno mines at the south and the Wet
Mountain Valley at the north which has been utterly ignored by miners until tha
past year or two, it being the prevailing belief that there was no mineral in
it wortn looking for. However, prospccters have been gradually encroaching on
this area discovering good mines in silver and gold leaving the only unworked
area taat portion of the range 25 wmiles south of the Peaks. The mines on the
north slope of the Spanish Peaks have been successfully worked for two years.

46



September 15, 1361l. We are informed that thosé composing the Whale mine
and a part of those interested-in the west gulgh property known as the Goss or
tunnel site lode have formed a joint stock company to -be known as the Whale
Consolidated Gold and Silver Mining Company with its principal office at this
point. The officers are: President, Senator iarlan; Vice-President, G. W.
Frederich; Secretary, u. v. Ryus; Treasurer, F. L. Martin; Superintendent, J. A.
Maynard. The purposes of the company are to more thoroughly test the true
value of the Peaks by a concentrated effort of skill and means.

November 3, 1881. The Mountain liomarch Silver Mining Company last week let.
the contract for running a new tunnel of . 200 feet to Mr. Winans of 35t. Louis.
He is now in the city gathering provisions for a full winter's campaign. He
will buy about 5000 pounds of provisions and at once send them.to the mine
having telegraphed the owner of the pack train at Pueblo to commence delivery
of same. ' His force will consist of 6 men this.winter and a man and wife to take
care of tue'boarding house. -the new tunnel will be: commenced at the bottom of
the gulch about 100 feet below the lower tunnel and continued a distance of
200 feet this winter. ‘The'new organization of ‘the company, effected in August
last, is composed of men of ample means and dispositionto place this mine among
the valuable properties of Colorado. William L. Stone, Hamilton White, Honm.
James Harian, William 4. Mason, and John Coate are the directors. The articles
of incorporation specify that it shall be known as the Mountain Monarch Mining
Company with principal office at Mt. Pleasant, Iowa. The amount of capital
stock is placed at 2 million dollars, represented by 100,000 shares at $20 each.
not subject to assessment. The company has no power to contract debis, but must
make ali improvements and pay all liabilities out of unappropricted momey in the
treasury. - '

November 17, 1881. L. A. Salle came down ffom his ranch at the base of the
Spanish Peaks with much difficulty the. first of the week. Snow in that vicinity
was from 2 to'4 feet deep on the level - deeper than ever known before.

December 1, 1881. NOTIGu TO MINERS. The Whale Comsolidated Gold and Silver
Mining Company of La Veta, Colorade desires to give a contract for the construc-
tion of a tunnel 5 feet wide, 6 feet & Inches high, clear of all incumbraunces,
from 100 to 1000 feet in extent. The tunmel is under cover. Cabins for the
accormodation of miners at the mouth of same. Contractors will be required to
commence work at an early day, to work at least a double shift of men continu-
ously until the contract is completed and to give approved security for.
fulfiilmwent of contract. Address sealed bids to Jas. A. Maynard. .

Jecember 3,1881. Senator Harlan returned on 'Friday and will remain in
na Veta until the good work now progressing on the Whale is farther advanced.
Mrs. Harlan accompanied him.

vecember 15, 18581. The Whale Consolidated Mining Company let a contract
last week for the sinking of an additional 50 feet on the Depp extension to the
Whale Lode. _ : - - :

December 22, 1881l. The Whale Silver Mining Company through its President
Senator Harlan, has purchased the second lot east of the Herald building and
will at once commence the erection of ‘a handsome business office thereon. The
front Toom will be fitted with cabinets and shelves for the display of ore from
this vicinity. It is now generally conceded that Robert'Lincoln will be retained
in Arthur's Cabinet. ¥His valued interest in the Peaks are such as to ldentify
him in no small degree with this community.
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December 29,.1881.° Since our last issue work has been progressing on.the
Mountain Monarch and the Whale Consolidated mines with satisfactory results.
The lower tunnel in the Mountain Monarch is now in about 90 feet. The fissure
is about 9 feet from wall to wall, filled with decomposed quartz, carrying ore
of good quality and with every. indication of becoming a solid body of the best
mining mineral.: The company has ‘a double shift of miners at work night and day
and have supplies in store sufficient to carry them through the winter. They
have also put men to work erecting ore houses in which to store the mineral.
The Whale Consolidated Company has 3 gangs of miners at work on their property
driving in a development ‘tunnel so located as to cut a nest of fissure veins
of unquestioned value, and are also sinking a shaft on one of their claims on a
body of mineral uncovered last fall. They have provisions, -powder and all
required material in store at their mines to carry them through. the winter.

December 29,:1881. The Mountain Monarch Silver Mining Co. of Mt. Fleasant,
Iowa, whose mines arve located in the Spanish Peaks, tluerfamo County, Colorado,
have recently let a contract to run a level on the mine from 300 to 600 feet.
The intentions of this company is to work during. the winter and have the mine
in shape to produce a constant supply of ore for the smelter by spring.

January 12, 1382. W. F. Patterson is reported as having badly frozen his . .
feet on his return to the Whale on Monddy diorning. Mr. W. F. Patterson, foreman
of the Whale and A. G. Graham, one of the niners, came down_ from the works
Saturday and will remain until Monday. Mr. Patterson informs us-that they are
now in 69 feet on the 1000 foot tunnel and hope to average 8 feetr per week.
though in consequence of the hard rock through which they have passed and the
making of necessay improvements including the building of a cabin at the mouth
of the tunnel, they have been able to make only 3 to 6 feet a week. The rock
they are now in is granite, but it is softer, shelly and easily worked. 1Im 17
or 15 feet they will strike the first lead and will follow this for some distance.
The tunnel is 5 by 6% feet in size and the rock is hard enough to save timbering.
A blacksmith shop has been erected convenient to the tunmel. Grub in sufficient
quantity to carry the workmen through tc spring is on hand, except a few canned
gooas. These will be taken up this month.

January 19, 1862. It was $1000 stock each in the Whale mine that Charles
and Will Hartin received as a ilew Year's present from their father. Mr. Williem
McCorkle has been placed in charge of the Whale mine as foreman since the mig-
fortune that happened to W. ¥. Patterson and work is progressing as usual.

W. F. Patterson was brought down on Wednesday and is mow at the La Veta Hotel.
Dr. Vandervolgen went up on Tuesday and worked on him until Wednesday morning
when the boys placed him on a stretcher and started for this place.- For a mile
and a half he was carried over rocks and allowed to slide over the snow on their
progress down the mountain. The snow has drifted so much that at one place a
new trail had to be madé for 2 or 3 hundred yards. At Depps cabin Mr. Patterson
was placed upon a burro and late in the evening after a slow and tedious trip
arrived safely in town. 3oth his feet were frozen half way to the instep and
the toes were hard as ticks and black as the ground. The doctors state that he
will completely recover.

January 26, 1382. McCorkle, foreman, and Parker, Graham, and Rose, miners
on the Shale tunnel, took a run down to town Saturday and returned Monday. . |
Parker ‘and Rose were down for the first time since December €. The boys are all
well and in the best of .spirits, but they have struck hard granite again.
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February 9, 1882.. Since the death of-Mr. Maynard, F. L. Martin in addition
to his office as Treasurer has been actlng in,capacity of Superintendent of the
Whale and- the. good work both dn.the tumnel on Wo. 1 and the shaft on .iHo. 2 is
progressing as usual: In the tunnel they have struck dlgging again, and are
making good headway towards the first. lead. which they hope to reach in a few
days. . : v o s ; i

March 9, 1882. . Mr. Wlnans,econtractor for 200 feet extension of the lower
tunnel of the Mountain Monarch, has been engaged on the contract for several
weeks and is well nigh through-it. For some time he has been passing through a
blue decomposed matter that has much the.appearance of clay. Recently a box.
of the stuff was -shipped to the company at Mt. Pleasant when a dispatch was at
once telegraphed by Senator iarlan to. ‘save the .ore, it is rich," great
quantities of the -ore have been thrown over the dump, but of course it will be
saved.. Stock in the Monarch has gone.up to $5 a share.

March 16, 1882. We now have it pretty straight that .the family.of Mr.
Robert Lincoln will spend next summer in La Veta. Mrs. Lincoln is the only
daughter of Senator Harlan. L. Winans; one of the contractors on the Mountain
Monarch mine, returned from Iowa last Saturday with instructions to proceed. in
the tunnel as fast as possible with an unlimited . contract. The Winans have 3
eight~hour shifts employed and during the winter have extended the tunmel 200
feety Mr. Winans was accompanied by 10 men who went. up .the same day to begin

the extension of the toll road from its present terminus .to the mine, ~J% Grabwun.

and S. G. Parker were engaged for & weeks in burnln0 charcoal for the Whale Co.
and had several hundred bushels just ready to turn .over.. The night before y

delivery the whole outfit took fire and burned up .- Although a mile and a half

below the Whale tunnel the fire was plainly visible here. §cventy-five_dollars
each will probably cover the loss.

April 20, 1882. The Wlnans heve Just closed their contract for 200 fect on
the lower tunmel of the Monarch. A fow feet before the close of the contract
the pay streak 'that had been running only a foot in width widened to 4 feet and
bears the appearance of a chimney or a large deposit of ore. They will continue
development-as fast as p0831ble following the vein and taking. the ore from the
deposit just discovered also. They have been saving ore for some time and
expect to see the Monarch declare a dividend by the first of July. G. F. Marbut
came: down Saturday from his second trip. to the Peaks this spring and says that
snow has been but little drawback recently . The storm last week covered the
mountain to the depth of 6 or 8. inches, but the wind is fast drifting that into
the gulches.. Mr. Marbut. has staked another claim 600 feet south of the Whale
Ho. 1 and 2. He calls it the Decatur Lode (Mr..Parks thinks it is the present
Big Four). It shows 14 inches of galena and decomposed mineral in a vein of
3 feet of porous. quartz.  The vein is well defined between wall rooke.

April 27, 1882. Mr. A. S. dunter, a dry goods merchant of Mt. Pleasant,
Iowa, and Treasurer of the Mountain Monarch gave us a pleasant call Monday. He
was here in company with Senator Harland and J. B. Coate. Wh11e the officers
of the Mountain Monarch mine were here thlS week they let a contract to, the
Winans for the extension of 300 feet on their tunnel, 3 shifts of men to be
unployed in running same.

| May 11, 1882 Lhere is some, talk of startlng a town at thé Mountain Monarch

to be known as Monarch City.
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‘May25,-1882. The Mountain Monarch mine is now being operated by a full
force of men with night and day shifts. The oreé being taken out grows richer '
with the chimney widening as the leadiis followed down. ' ‘The'ore being taken :
out is sacked and made ready for-shipment’to:the smelting works at Pueblo "which
is said to be the' most estensive works of its kind in Colorado. The road to be
made down the mountain will be ready for travel in a few days. The shares that
were started at $2 a few months ago are selling right along for $5 a share.

They trequiré little effort to sell wherevér the Monarch is known.

" June 8, 1882.' The new strike demonstrates that the Monarch .is a -true
fissure vein. O0ld timers -give us as thedr opinion that the strike in the Monarch:
will turn to true silver sulpherets. - Renewed ‘interest in thé Monarch was -
awakened on Sunday last by the bringing down of specimens of “another strike just’
made., In 'the lower level now in ‘about 350 feet the inch streak that has been
followed suddenly widened in 4 feet to 12 inches and seems to indicate that they
are now in close proximity to good pay mineral. About 30 men are now employed
on the mine and toll road.’’ The road will be passable in a few days but will
not be completed until about thé first of July. :

‘Juneé 22, 1882. G. ¥. Marbut has just finlshed assessment on' 3 clalms on the i
west side of the'Peaks (present Copper King?). - =y

June 29, 1832. " And now.-it- is said that Mountain Monarch stock has gone up
to $10.00. ' Senator Harlan arrived last Friday night and Saturday morning found .
him astride a burro enroute up the mouritain to’the Monarch mine. + Monday he was
again in the saddle enroute ‘to the VWhale with the view of locating a new tunnel
site. " He is perfectly at home whether astride a burro; trudging up the mountain
afoot, or lumbering over the rough road 'in a freight wagon.

August 3, 1882. Dr. Miller will this week lect a contract for a 50 foot
tunnel on his extension of the Monarch vein. (Chicago Mining Journal): = A-large
double force of men arc now operating in the Mountain Monarch mine with:night.
and day shifts. The oré grows richer -at every foot and the chimneys widen with
dcpth The ore is sacked as fast as it is removed and will be taken to:the’
Pueblo smelting works.” There is no lonner any- doubt that the'mine is‘'a true .
fissure. Stock has gone up to $10 : :

September 14, 1832. Senator Harlan, accompanied by -his ‘grandaughter, Miss: -
Mamie Lincoln9 the daughter of the Secretary of Nar9 ‘arrived Saturday and will
spend a week w1tn us . . . e (Pass Cretk Mines). There are altogether about 30
claims being workbd at present “the majority of which show considerable native
copper, iron, and some assay good in gold and silver

September 28, 1882. 'Mr. Dunham of Hew York City advertises for sale. in'
another column 1000 shares of Mountain HMonarch stock at $4.

October 19, 1882. The Mountain Monarch has sent down 6 tons of ore for
shipment to a smelter at Denver. ur. Miller has closeddown'work on the White
Spar and Grand Duké for the winter. The miners all concede that -he has' the
brightest prospects in the Peaks. R g - . | : g

hovember 2, 1582. The Mountain Monarch Mining Co. received on Monday a new
steam drill for use in their tunnel. Also a new 24 h.p.-engine and a 25 h.p.
boiler and started the same up the mountain on Tuesday. '-The ‘eost of the.
machinery is said to be 33500 to $4000.




November 16, 1382. The series of iaw suits that have been going on for
several years between the owners of the Last Chance Lode on one side and Landis,
Mason and Co., on the other, have at last been settled, the latter paying the
former 500 shares, that is 510,000 worth of PFountain Monarch stock in payment:
for what is now 600 fzet of the Mountain Monarch lode. The Last Chance owners
feel considerably.elated over having a fund which will be large enough to open
their property to a paying condition as soon as they can dispose of the stock.

Hovember 30, 1882. The Pueblo Chieftain. From a gentleman who returned
yesterday from a trip to the Spanish Peaks we learn that there is every prob-
ability 'of bonanzas in that region. The parties who are developing the Mountain-:
Monarch,; the Whale and other mines are known to be shipping black sulpherets
constantly, and it is good ore. They are dreadfully sly about it, having
nothing to say, try to keep information about their business suppressed, and
allow no one to carry away specimens of ore. Until a recent date a game of
freeze-out has been:going on there for a long time, as a result of which are
known to be of great value.

February 22, 1883. The Whale, With the exception of 3 weeks, work has
been pushed on the Whale sincé last October, two and. three shifts of men being .
employed part of the time. The work has been directed to opening a new tunnel
on the west 'side-of the mountain 300 feet below: the o0ld shaft, in a good location,
and it has been driven in a distance of 20D feet. Seventy-five feet was a
crosscut to the vein and when it was struck the pay streak was only 3 inches
thick. The rest of the work has been done on the vein and the pay streak has
widened to 9 inches with a prospect that it will continue as the tunnel :
continues. The wall rocks are 5 feet and well-defined. Quite a bit of activity
is recorded at this time on the Silver Wave mines on the south side of West
Peak. S -

March 3, 18863. wvave Ryus, F. L. Martin and G. W. Frederick, stockholders
and officers, are so interested in the new strikes made in the Whale that they
have employed Mr. Clark to continue the tunnel another 50 feet. The public is
watching the Whale with greater interest than ever before.

April 5, 1883. Manufacturers of a new patent concentrating process have
been endeavoring for 2 weeks to establish concentrating works here. . They have
written L. Winans asking him to send them 10 1lbs. samples from each of the mines
in the Feoks and inquiring if 50 tons of ore a day could be furnished. We have
no means of know1ng just how much ore is on the dumps in the Peaks, but it seems
to us the Monarch, the Whale, the mines on the south side and the numerous
flattering proépeqts that are more or less developed in the Peaks; together
with what may come from Silver Mountain and from Placer (now Russell), would .
reach a considerable quantity in the aggregate. But if we do not secure the
works this season, it shows that the attention is turned in this direction.

The firm in question desires to put up works costing from $30,000 to $50,000.

March 22, 1883. The newest strike in this vicinity is the strikes of
Manganese in the dike east of town by John Herbin, G. E. Gordon, John Stranger
and the editor of this paper (J. B. King). A sample from the surface segt to
Burlingamé of Jenver assayed $3.91 in gold and silver with someimangznese. ~The
lead is well defined and within 1) miles of La Veta. At Puebloithe steel works—.
pays $700 per car load. Mining experts give it as their opinion that if it
does not develop nénganeSe the lead may run to gold. The Wahatoya Creek which
flows near by .is known to contain gold, and gold in an early day*-was washed from
it, one to two dollars be¥ng an average day's return per man. .This gold is now
thought to come from this lead. The dike has been staked 211!the way mnorth
from Willis' ranch to and across the Cucharas River. :
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April 12, 1683. Prospects are now encouraging that the concentrating
works will be wetablished tiis season. Mr. Winans has forwarded samples of ore
from 12 leads in the Peaks. " The company now proposes to put in works costing .
from $12,000 to~$15,000 if our people will comnstruct the building and place the
machinery  ($2500). The capacity will be 40 tons a day. MNr. Winans insists
that there are 40 leads in the Peaks that cen produce one ton of ore a day.
Senator .larlan has told him that concoentrating works were all that was
necessary to make a paying investment at prescnt.  An effort has been made to
have the works built at Spruce Canyon . . - L. W. Burtch received his new assay
outfit and is now prepared to.do assaying. The scales alone cost $150.00. " iis
furnace is constructed ‘of the best fire brick. ' o

May 3, 1883. 1iir. Leech, the concentrator man, has tested the samples of
ore sent him and writes ir. Winans that 5 of the samples are-satisfactory to
him. He had been detained at Boulder but-will be here in-a few days to look
over the field. ' ; :

May 10, 1383.  lir. Leech spent 2 days in the mountains and visited a number
of propertics. Je seemed pleased with the ore and evidently desires only to be
surz that'it con be produced inm quantitice sufficient to keep: the works employed.
The works he desires to erect will cost about 515,000 and will have a capacity
of from 20 to 40 tons per day. The expense of reducing ore will be $2.50 to
$4.00 a ton. Low grade ore running $10 to 520 a ton is just as desireable as
high grade ore. There is another article stating that it is best to concentrate
holdings instead - of one prospector holding many claims. i Tyt g

June 28, 13883. . ‘A strike was made .at the head of the Trinchera River in
Trinchera Peak above timber line, and is az well defincd vein that can be traced
for a quarter of a mile up tue mountain. Assays fron tie surface give $320 gold
with a trace of~silver. At a depth of 4 feet they have uncovered a bedy vt .
mineral 8 u.20 feet. The section the discovery has beoen made in is-uew and has
never been prospected.’ BT ; ‘ - : )

July 5, 1883. D. . Roberts and Dr. Erwin put in a week prospecting from
the head of Indian treek to.the head of the Trinchera, and the only thing dis~
coverad was an.irom lead. «his is'in such a difficult location it-can scarcely
be worked to advantage: ' '

‘July 19, 1853,  Clark and wearns have been emplyed by the Mountain Momarch
Company to work on the tunnel until the arrival of Senator Harlan when a contraqt
will be given them. The senator is expected next week. Mr. Herbin had an assay
yesterday from surface rock on the dike at the foot of the Pecaks which runs
18.67 in gold and silver. He claims a lead 4 feet wide of this ore and will
ship a mill run to Pueblo at once. R ' - T - '

vy

Auzust 9, 1333. Senator and rs. Harlan came in last Friday and have rooms
at Mrs. Tanners, Saturday the Senator took in the Momarch and Wednesday.the
Whale. There fails to be a quorum of the Whale Company and Mr. Fredexick was
telegraphed to come %ith the view of letting a new contract. The Mountain
vionarch is said to be improving every day and the vein widening. Arrangements
are being made to cbmmence stoping in a few days. :

September 20, 1883. ‘fue Mountain Monarch Mining Company last week let a
contract of 100 feet extunsion to.the tunncl in the Monarch Mine to Clark and
Learns, and the coatpractors are now busy crowding the work with 2 shifts of men.
sight dollars a foot] as the contract price. - : - .‘
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e

: nuerfano is cne of the soutnern countius of the state, and was scttlcd at
an early date in the history of Lolorado. il

Prosp;cting has been carried on in the mountains on the western bordérs of
the county for several years, chiefly in the vicinity of the Spanish Puaks,
Augrfano La*k and'0jo. - : . s N TS

o N=st Spanish Pnak there is a group: of 1odes, comprising the Whale, Iowa,
wonpareil, CGoss, Juffrics, Western Queen, ‘ircasuré, Menitor, iiighland Lass, and
Lincoln, wihich are coutroxlud by tng Whaie Lonsolidated Golid and uilver Mining
Company. - . : -

: xhgse lodes .are true fissures; containin‘ ‘carbonate and galena orés<which
assay fron 190 to 230 ounces of silver tc the ton, and carry a fair percentage
of lead. The company is engaged in drivin; a tunnel to cut the veins. The
work done is of zood: uharactur, and thL pIOWbrtiﬁS have prospects of becoming
paying prowgrtibs. ; R - .

The Mountain donarcn hiuiug Company is also ope rating on West Spanish Yeak,
some 10 miles from La Veta, upon the Hountain Monarchand Island lodes.: The
ores are galena and pyrites. rich in both gold and silver.

Li nuLﬂFAuU FARK 0L°”116“ the principal mines are the Copper Bull; Boss
of the Gulch, iuerfano, Sitting Lull, Uiz boss, Little 308$f Alice D., and
Good Friday. % T o2 " By y

The Cvopper Bull is opened by a tunoncl 165 feet in length; cutting the vein
at a vertical depth of about 150 feet. The ore is rich in coppet. and carries
10 to 20 cunces of silver to the ton. o g

' th dbvolopmonts ori' the Huerfano consist of a tunnel 210 foet in 1eqpth
showing a larze vein of oxre, carrying gold, silvcr and copper.

The other mines areopened by snafts and tunnels, from 10 to 200 feet in,
extent, the ore béaring ‘the same characteristics as in:the Huerfano,



Coal Mining

The following article on coal mining was publiéhed in the World~Independent,
Walsenburg, Colorado on July 27, 1954,

“One of the most importanﬁ ﬁaéets, and one of the most tragié, in
the growth of Huerfano county was the coal industry.

“Coal was known to exist in the county long before the first mine was
opened. When it was first discovered it was not feasible to dig it from
the ground and transport it to market, but the coming of the railroad in

1876 meant that what for years would bu the principal resource of the
county could now be exploited. -

"Accordingly Fred Walsen, for whom the town was later® named, opened
the first mine in 1876. It was located about a mile west of Walsenburg
in the: same locality which: the important Cameron mine; now a fascinnting
ghost town, opened shortly afterwards.

“The start of coal mining created » burst of activity. The population
rapidly increased and with the increasc came a sense of civi~ rasponsibility
- resulting in three stores three. hctels, shade. trees on Main Street and n
county jail. ¢ ;

“From the nining of “black gold” rose the company and the men, with
injustices on both sides resulting in a natural conflict. IMiners.came
from the British Isles, the Mediterranean countries and the far corners

.., of turope and Asia to mine the black diamonds ‘which were buried deep in
the land of cpportunity. s

“The miners lived in wretched 1solated.camps ;ﬂnsisting of uwgly
: shancics, unpainted and stark, ‘watched over by armed guards. .

‘They worked 1ong hours at low wages under hazardous conditions, were
often paid in company script, redeemable only atcompany~ stores and they
were a hard-lot, dgnorant, povexty gtricken:

"Into their nmidst came men whose aim was to improve standards - living,
wages, safety. John Lawson, a United Mine Workers representative, brought
some: of the first talk which led to the elevation of. the miner. Mother
Jones, an 82 year-old woman who was one: of the most colorful figures of
the era, came and was periodically cxpelled and jailed.

’Th@ United Mine Workers sent their best orgqnizers into, the coal .
fields, and the mine owners sent professional strike breakers to keep
the mines operating despite the outcropping strikes. The Colorado Hdational
Guard came to maintain order.

“And from the conflict came one of the greatest tragedies of the area -
Ludlow.

“On April 20, 1914, 33 persons died, 13 of whom were women and children,
who perished. in an underground shelter beneath the flaming tents of their
striker's colony.



“Over that cremation pit today rises a marble monument dedicated to°

the memory of those expendables.

“The ‘'miners had begun leaving the mines for strikes and their tent
colonies in 1913. The situation gradually grew worse and spasmodic
fighting broke out in 1914. The state militia was called im, but after
months of watciful waiting their funds ran out and they were returned to
Denvér. Some remained of their own volitionm. ' e o

“There were 276 tents at Ludlow, sheltering 200 people. On April 19
military officers demanded that the colonists turn over a man believed
to be in their camp. They were told the man was not there and the demand
was renewed the following day. It was then' the firing began. o

"The battle raged continuously for 14 hours until the miners began-
running out of ammunition and were forced to take to the hills. As the
miner's forces grew weak the military moved in and it was then the colony '
burst into flame. ‘ : S B R

"Because of the bitter wct winter, cellars had been dug under many. of
the tents and it was in one of these that the 13 women and childycn bad
sought shelter from the raging battle. ' ' - ' i

“The milita:y commission which investigated and reported on ‘the Ludlow
massacre placed the blame for the strike battles on the conl mine operators.
They found the soldiers deliberately spread the fire.

“Oﬁ the other hand the report blames the miners for firing the first
shot,

“Ludlow threw the dation into an uproar and Frosident Wilsen crdered
the Federal troops in. - 20T

“In the ensuing years labor and management began to come ;loser
together and the sacrifice at Ludlow was not a vain one. '‘Qut of -the
tragedy came a renewed effort to better the miners’ conditions andlthe
mines became unionized, miners were given an ¢ight-hour working day and
week limitations, safety practices were installad and the rate of pay"
was amended to the cost of living and the work, and the conditions of the
miners in general were improved. ' i ' .

3C651;mining remained the leading industry in Huerfano coun;y-until
the 1950's,. and.although it has declined the coal fields still hold |
unlimited resources. The coal ficld in iuerfano covers. an..area approx-
imately 265 square miles and deposits are conservatively cstimated at
more than one billion tons of high grade coal.”



SPANISH PEAKS RANGER DISTRICT

The Spanish Peaks Ranger bistrict of the San Isabel National Forest is
located in south-central Colorado along the castern slopes of the Sangre De. .
Cristo Mountains. The Spanish Peaks are two independent mountain masses rising
siiarply from the foothills and plains. Trinidad is located approximately 25
miles to the southeast of the. district, while La Veta is approximately 10 miles
to the north. 5 A L ' '

The Spanish Peaks District began its existence as a withdrawal January 28,
1901. The original boundaries extended far beyond the present ones, taking in
considerable agricultural land as well as a few small settleménts. kowever, the’
area as a whole was rough and supported timber of fair quality. It also took
in land underlq}d_with.coalgpas well as the high mountainous area along the
Culebra Range, south to the Colorado-ifew Hexico line. Later the General Land
Office neld that no public land existed between the Sangre de Cristo and Maxwoll
Grants and that the Land Office Map was in error. (Commissioners letter He.
131933, August 6, 1506). - o

The entire area was relecased on January 3, 1902. The greater pervtion was
again withdrawn February 25, 1907 and proclaimed, the Las Animas National Forest
March 1, 1907. That portion of the withdrawal nor included in the feres;'Was
released May 6 and June 13, 1907. The present boundaries of this district were
established.by Presidential proclamation om May 27, 1910, whorehy cartain lands
were eliminated from the San Isabel sational Forest. Over five ‘years alapsed -
between withdrawals, during which time considerable land was filed on under
the Timber and. Stone Act and later patented. Both the original withdrawal and

final boundaries of the Spanish Peaks District are shovm on the attached map.

The status record now shows 12,003,148 acres of private land within the
boundaries of the Spanish T'caks District. This land was patented as followa:

nomesteads 96381.97 acres

_Pimber and Stone Claims . 2207.81 %

Mineral Patents " 113.368 "
Total 12003.148

The homestead f£ilings occurred as early as 18380 and some patents issued in
1853, The latest homestzad filing was made in 1906 and the latest patent in
1914. WNo filings are recorded in the status book subsequent to the creation of
the Las Animas National Forest in 1907. - ‘ b

Timber and Stone entries were made as early as 1903. - The earliest patent
was issued in 1904. Late filings were made in 1910, several years after the
creation of the forest. The latest patent is recorded in 1911. The records
show from 3 to'4 months to & years clapsing between filings and patents.’ o
timber and stone -filings were made_priot to the original withdrawal on January
29, 1901. Most of 'them were made between 1903 and 1906, and'a few at a later’
date.

The number of homestcad filings made in relation to those proved upon is not
revealed by the records. However, the diaries of the rangers of the time show
considerable time beiny spent in ciecking homestead claims, and some protests
were made in the courts regarding them.



The records show that most of the homestead filings were made within the
boundaries of the present Spanish Peaks district prior to 1901 when the Las
Animas Wational Forest was first withdrawn.. Between 1901 and 1907. howevel,
over 3000 acres of public timber land passed into private ownerzhip through the
Timber and Stone Act. g

It is interesting to note that only three pcrmanent residences for”?gpigul—
tural purposes are maintained within the boundaries of the Spanish Peaks District.
Most of the alienated land is used for grazing cattle during the summer months,
and some of it is too rough and rugged for even this purpose. A considerable
amount of land has been consolidated into single ownership with few of .the
original owners or their descendents still retaining possession of the land,
rere the fallacy of permitting private ownership of mountainous land for the
single purpose of making a living from it through agriculture becomes apparent.

In general; the homesteaders picked out the most open and level land and
arcas along the creek bottoms as long as they were available. A considerable
amount was located above 10,000 feet in elevation where the growing season is
g0 snort as to almost preclude the growing of any kind of crops, although it
was attempted. Even at the lower elevations, such as around Cucharas Camps,
only the more hardy types of vegetables are grown. Although corn might maiure
at this altitude it rarely attains a height of over three feet. Howcver: it is
reported that the land in the foothills around the peaks once vielded potatoes
of good size and quality until some disease prevented the Further production
of this crop.

Settlers arrived in the Cucharas drainage within the district as early as
1560. By 1890 there were thirteen families living upon their claims in the
Upper Cucharas. ihey made fairly substantial improvements and broke up some
land. School houses were built and several terms of school held with a good
attendance. The old school house just east of the west ¥ Corner of Section 35,
Township 30 South, Range 69 West, still stands, but has not been used for a2
number of years., This is located in the flat below the highway on what is
locally known as "Red idi1i."* After 1830 these settlers gradually left the
area and in 1914 there was not a single person living upon the land 'in the Upper
Cucharas.

The crops raised upon the ranches within the unit were nil when compared
with those grown upon the land below the forest boundary. Ranchmen maintain
that it takes two tons of hay to winter an animal on the forest while in the
lowlanas one ton is sufficient.

A pumber of abandoned homestead buildings can still be seen around the
district, especially along Cucharas Creek and below the Apishapa Truck Trail
betweon Cuchiaras and Apishapa passes. The old haunted house in Spring Creeck
burned down during the summer of 1946. The buildings in Baker Creek also burned
down several years ago. >Most of the remaining buildings are in a badly dilapi~
dated condition and none are habitable. The remains of Albert Parks' homestead
can still be seen in Bonnett Park. These abandoned, tumble~down buildings are
mute evidence of man's failure to conquer the mountains.

#Torn down in 1949 by John Vories.
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Mining activities took place on'the West Spanish Peak in the '70's and '80's.
The patented claims are as follows:

- Hame Acreage Date of Patent

Monitor Lode ge "'54,915 §-18-95.
Aztec Lode ' 10.23 9-24-92
Alpine 6.90 10-1~92
Grand Duke : 10.33 10-1-92
Bulls Eye Lode ©10.331 2-21-96

Whale et al Lode =4 20.662 5-1~05

Prospecting is still being done around the West Peaks in the vicinify-of ™
these old mines. ' e . .



Administrative Sites

Several administrative sites were withdrawn from entry or selécted for this
purpose shortly after the forest was created in 1927. These are as follows:

Black Bear * ¢ ' SWSd, SLSW of Section 21, T. 31°8., R, 6% W.

Camp Cuchara ' e SWSE Section 6, and NWHE and N5 of Section 7,
et _ " Tovmship 30 South, Range'68 West.

Camp Jean SWSE, SESW of Section 26, T. 31'S., R. 69 W.

Little Santa Clara KEWE of Section 22, T. 30 S., R. 67 W.

sorth Fork -2 80 acres in Section 16, T. 32 S., R. 69 H.

The original map of the Las Animas dational Forest, dated 1908, shows an
administrative site in Indian Creek,in the SWNE % of Section 8, Township 30 South,
Range 69 West. 'This administrative site does not show on the other recérds.

It was surrounded by patented lands which later were acquired by the government
under the land exchange laws. Another administrative site shown on this map but
not recorded elsewhere is located in the SkiW % of Section 29, Township 30 South,
Range 65 West on Pine Creek (Now kcho Creek).

The Black Bear ddministrative site is located about one-half mile above the
forks of the road on Cucharas Creek. Perhaps the only use made of this site was -
for pasture purposes. Ranger Boyd in his diary for September 13, 1911, wrote as
follows: ' '

“sr. Willey and I drove to the Black Bear Ranger Statiod and packed
our camp outfit up to the timber. I tock the hnrses hack tn' the Black Bear
Station and returned to camp.'

Camp Cuchara is located about five miles southwest of La &eta. The old
house and barn used by Ranger Loyd for several years still staids on this site.
This station was exchanged for the Popul Vuh site west of La Veta in 1923. The
improvements on this administrative site were not entirely satisfactory and
Ranger Boyd occupied the station for only a short time. However, it was a
desirable place for a pasture for the ranger's horses and was ugsed for this
purpose for many years. ° il i ' : -

From his diary Ranger Foyd apparently had little love for this site. Under
the datglof July 22, 1911, he wrote as follows:

“Drove out with the family to the Ranger Station, Examined the well,
got out 4 dead rabbits and I guess there are others. Pumped all the water
out that tue pump could reach. It is in bad shape. I hardly know what to
do with it.” ' ' ' 7

Ranger boyd also mentioned rabbits'gctt{ng-in the well at other times\

The Camp Dean administratiﬁe sitc was located a short distance southwest of
Cucharas Pass. Although there were some improvements at this site the area was
used largely for pasture purposes.

Tuere is no record of any improvements on the Horth Fork administrative
gite. ijowever, Ranger uoyd mentions using this area, probably as a camp site.
For the most part when traveling in this area the ranger stayed at different
ranches overnight.  These ranches also have long since been abandoned. -
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There were some improvements at the Little Santa Clara site and these were
scld and the land relinquished. It was patented in 1517.

La Veta was originally the headquarters for the Las Animas National Forest.
Although administrative sites were available nearer the forest this town has .
been used by the ranger since approximately 1911 for his headquarters, it having
many advantages, including accessibility to the public, schools, water, lights, -
etc. At the time of the construction of the Ranger Station and office in
La Veta the Popul Vuh site was not considered desirable due to its isolation
from the town and other factors.'

The Popul Vuh site is located on the mesa just west of La Veta. It affords
a good lookout for the north~half of the Spanish Peaks District. However, it '
is in an exposed location, for which reason it was not considered as a desirable
place for a ranger station. At the time of the exchange for the Cuchara Ranger
Station there was an old adobe dwelling with three rooms on the lower floor and |
an unfinished one above. There was alsc a rough barn made of lumber. The adobe .
bricks from this buillding were later used in the construction of the office in

La Veta. Mr. A. A. Bruce of La Veta, exchanged this site for Camp Cucharas in
1923, =

The La Veta admiunistrative site was purchased from Mr. J.T. Mamning in 1935.

Shortly afterwards the otfice building for thg La Veta ranger was built on this
gite. )

The site for the La Veta Ranger Station dwelling and garage was purchased
from John F. Stranger in 1337. Construction on the garege and Jwelling was
conipleted around 1940, ' :

' - "Forest Fires

The history of the great forest fires of the past is somewhat obscure.
Some state these were set by Indians as signals during their wars with the early
ilexicans; others that they were set while hunting to drive the game out of the
mountains. It is also possible some are the result of lightning storms for fire
suppression was not practiced to any great extent before the beginning of the
national forests. . :

Without regard to cause there have been several large fires on the Spanish
Peaks District many years prior to the crcation of the forest. TFires ravished
a2 large part of the dorth Fork, sweeping over the divide into the Cucharas and
continuing north into Baker Creck, Vodgeton Creekm abd Bonnett Creek. This
oxtensive burned-over areca mey be the result of more than one fire at different
times, and all very destructive. %his extensive area now largely supports a
cover of aspen witii coniferous trées growing in the shelter beneath. Some of
the conifers are larze and are beginning to overtop the aspen. However, the
fire was so severe in the Jorth Fork that the forest trees did not come back.
‘'his is mostly grassland now and probably will be for many more years to come.

There is also evidence over the entire district of forest fires occuring
long before the advent of the first white settlers. -

After thc forest was created the detection and suppression of forest fires
became a major activity. For a time, at least, the rangers patrolled the district
for fires. Later the present system of fire cooperators was inaugurated whereby
local residents have made themselves responsible for the detection and suppression
of fires. &n



One of the worst fires on the Spanish Peaks District occurred in 1916. It
would appear that the last week in May of that year was dry and windy and several
fires were burning adjacent to the district at the time. Ranger Boyd's diary
for this period reads as follows: ' ’ o L

 May 24. "At headquarters. About 3 p.m. received a phone call from

J. I. Thomas, Gulnare, that he could see smoke east of the East Peak. Took
the glgssgs and went on the hill west of the creek. Could see smoke but
could not tell just where it was coming from. I hitched up, took some
tools, provisions and saddle and when I got over to sear Creek found there ..
was a fire there, someone burning tops and the fire not likely to get on
the Forest. , I could then see the smoke east of the Peak and-started rhere.
The roads are awful bad. It got dark and I could not drive over them. I
stopped at Ed. Simonms. ) : '

May 25. ‘rove over to the fire. Found it was A. I. Lindsay's man
burning brush for 2 or 3 days.  The fire had run off his land onto G.
Romero's place which joins the forest. I did not seé anyone there so I
got above it and checked it .next to the Forest. It was within 200 yards
of the forest boundary. bBud Tarter came and helped me this afternoon.

I stayed overnight at Dick Smiths.

May 26. “Went back to the fire as some old logs and stumps were still
burning and worked on them where they were near the edge, rolling some
together, burning them up and covering some with dirt. Stayed there until
3 p.m. then drove down to the house where Bolen, the man that works for
Lindsay, lives. I wanted to see him and caution him to be more careful
with the fire but theré was no one there. I drove to J. I. Thomases.

May 31. "A. B. Parks called up and 52id there was firé on the East
Peak. I went out and could see the srioke. In a little while J. I. Thomas
called up on the phone and said it was above where the other oné&was, 1
had heard that A. I. Lindsay was in the hospital, sick. 1 called his
brother, W. W. Lindsay, at Aguilar, and asked him about it. Hde said he
knew nothing about it but would go right up. I rode to the fire and found
there were seven men fighting it on the north side and they tole me J. 1.
Thomas with some men on the souti side were working on the fire. It had
run pretty well up on the Peak. They had just come down the line and said
they thought they had it pretty well under control. I rode up on the south .
side and saw it was not spreading much, as the wind was against it, so I '
rode back to the north side. Four of the fellows said they would stay, the
others went home. I sent word for the others to come. Five of us stayed

all night.

June 1. “'The wind got up in the night yet it did not spread much on
us., I stayed at the fire until 6 o’clock. The wind had quit blowing so
hard and the chances looked fairly good to eontrol it. I went and got my
horse -and rode over to Thomases to phone the Supervisor. The phone was
out of order and I did not get him until 10 o'clock. I rode back to the
fire. The wind had got high and there was about 12 men went out this i
morning but they could do mothing with it. Ho amount of men could as they .
just had to get out of the way and let it go. It was one of the worst
possible days for fire, warm and windy. In some places the fire jumped for
a quarter of a mile. I rode back to the phone to try and get the Super-
visor as he came through Walsenburg or Aguilar but did not get him. He
had told me he would come as soon as possible. I sent out for more men.
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1 phonud che aheriffs of uu—crfano and Las Animas Loun:ies. The wind went
dovn late ‘this evefing and ‘the “fire’ ‘quieted down. | I rode to R. F. Smiths,
Supervisor Al liamel came in during the night, he had sent men up from Rouse.

June 2.7 A neavy uew “this morning ‘and the wind’ fairly quiet all day
© and fire easy ‘to control.’ Worked up on the side of the Feak nearly to
timber line with 4 men putting out fire.” Wemt down to where Ca;dwell was
camped ‘with ‘thé men’ from aousc. ’uamel want to WeStcllffe tonight. ‘Fire
purforming nicely e
“June 3. ‘We moved ‘camp up to Alex namilton's ranch,_ Rode over to
the south end putting’ out fires. Saw Thomas. ‘He sdys that there’ 18Vstill
fire up high on the Peak that nceds attention and that he cannot very well
g0 tomorrow. Made arrangements with 3 men to go and told them I would come.
Rode’ to camp, no fires spreading, Just old 16gs-and stumps’ burning. We
have hwd two good days" for fi?hting fire and 1t looks as though 'the danger
is dbout over. "e made arrangements to-let all of the ren hxcept & riders
£0 1n the mornihg and Calawell With the Westcliffe party lyft tonipht.

dJune 4. "Rode over to the south e¢nd of the fire area. ‘About 1l a.m.
we had - a 1 shower which willi steop the danger for a few days. Rode to Thomases
to settlc the: bnoan calla and get thh time of som; of the men. - S

- Juné 8. “Let the two ‘fellows a0 "and" rode ovér on' tha''south cnd and
climed - up the Peak.  Found two smudges. "Went to G. Romero and Rubel Romero
to sec what thiey knew ‘about the fire :cttina started.- Rubel says that’ ot

Monday thers was fire burning near where this fire started. Stayed at-Dick
omlths, de says about the same as Ruu;l 1

'Although fires havc occurred around“the Spaniuh Peaks~ District since the
forest was created only a few have cccurred within the boundaries. “Fortunatély,
most of them iBive been small and little &amage can bc said to have resulted ;
since the disastrous fire nf May 31, 1016 <y -

The month of Juna, 19456, prOVLd to be aXC optionally dry and- a. 60 acre firc
rasulted ‘on the Santa Clara drainage. This fire occurred about noon on June 26.

The fire is beliaved ‘to have been ‘caused’ by throwing a lighted’cigarette into -
dry ncedies: "The" case was brought to :court but ‘tiie evidence was all circum=
stantial and ‘the case was dismisscd by thg Tusticu cf the Peacc in La Veta.'

LT

Timber Cutting

Timber wds-cut from the Spanish Feaks District before the forest was created.
Tie cutting was done in Indian Créek and Wade Creck; -probably about the: time the
railroad was constructed-across Veta-Pass. Stumps of trees three 'and 'four feet
high are’satill visible and in places hewed ‘ties can be ‘seen in ‘the woods... O
other areas prop cimber-was‘cut 'for the coal-mines and some forést fires are
said to have resulted from this activity. Especially heavy cutting has been .
done around the kast Spanish Peak., In'placestlog cabins or braces of: then can
ve found on the’ district where prop cuttcrs*workbd ; .
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One of thc early sales of timber on the fpanish Foaks Uistrict made after
the forest was created was to the cuchara Lumber =ad 8 Supply Comnary’in 1911.
The sale arza was located at the head of Cucharas Craaki around dluc Lakes, in
Sections 1o, 31, 32, aund 33, fowmship 31 VOuL; Aanze 02 Vest. The following
timber was 1nc1ud;d in thie salc: : : '

- Bpecles samount, I feet . ¥,
Ungelmann spruce LN 2,181
alpine fir : 744
oristlecone pine 114.

ine Cuckara wumber and Supply Company was incorporated under thu iaws of
Colorado, naving its principal piace of business at La Veta. The principal
stockholders are said to be men of small mears. Charles A. hitney,  former
Forest fanger, was the President and General iianarer.

The appraisal stated a dorkey engine and endless cable would be used to
snake the logs from the woods. Teams would be used to skid thé logs to tho
cable. e cutting of the timber was to be'donc in the summer and the lous

Lauled in the winter. Yhe mill was to be run by water power. The distdnce from

the timber to the mill was from 1% to 2k miles.

Tne. appraisal further stated that "“Mexican labor can be secured iz -the
locality of the sale at. from §1.50 to; QZ.Q“ per day with board Toams -and
teansters can pe alred at 35, DJ ner da

ihe cost of the various operations per M feet board measure was estimated
as follows: , i _ _ _ .

Stumpage

51.33
Cutting : 1.0 -
srush ﬂisucsal .- 0.25
Skiddiay 3.75
wauling. 1ogs .00 ' S
Cawing 3.50,.
_. wurfacing - 2,30
= dauling to Rarket .- _5.50
_ Total costs - 15.00
tiarket price 2.90
ustimated profic 3.00

This sale was ncvhr cut out. Timber to the value of $317. 92 was removed
from the area pefore the sale was closed. Poor markets were said to, be the
cause of the fallure of tnc company to. ¢complete the sale. The old orizinal
road to. Blue Lakes, built abeut this: time, is still dlscernible in places,
This road was very steep and extended about one<half mile south of the lake
into the timber.

“The Spanish Peaks uistrict hias furnished prop timber for tie coal mines.
from Walsenburg to irinidad for many yesrs. Onz of the pioneers in the prop’
business 1s Joe Ferrari. WMr. Ferrari cut nrops in Indian Creek and then extended
his operations to sonnett Jreek in 1933. The sale in this area was corpleted in
1941 with tue folliowing amount of timber being removed.

Y
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Saw logs. all species 303,250 feet b. m.
. Mine props, all species 2,423,548 v "F
Mine: lagging, all species . 18,647 " " U

The government received $8,208.36 in stumpage for this timber. A summary
of the appraisal for the Bonnatt Creck sale is as follows: - -

Selling Price .. $30 per M L. Ft.
Cutting - $7.00 per M Lin Ft,
Skidding 3,08 " F "
Brush disposal I 1 A
Supervision .50 oFoBoE
Depreciation : L257 " M aT
~ Maintenance ’ B R A
TaKES . .05 3] 51 L2 B LR AN
Workmen's compensation. ' ,30 M MW N
Yarding 4,10 0" 0F "
kauling to market ~ © 546 Moo
Depreciation on Improvements ' 1,25 ¢ % "F
' Total - 22.49 7T 1
Margin for profit and risk 20Z. . 4,49 Y ¢ " 7$26.98 Per M L Ft.
Stumpage 3.02 :

The main camp for this sale was located on Bonnett Creek; about one-half
mile above the Cucharas highway. - It consisted of log cabins for the Mexican
1abor and crude barns for the horses. The road asbove the camp to the sale area,
approximately 3 miles, was exceedingly steep. The props were hauled from the
sale area during the summer with team and wagon and in the winter with team and
sled. Usually only one round trip was made per day. A camp for the prop cutters
was located nearer the sale area and just below Bonmett Park in a stand of aspen.

My, Ferrari is at present cutting props in Dodgeton Creek with conditions
similar to those previously described for Bonnett- Creek.

Some of the early sales in this area were made in Indian Creek and its
tributaries. A sale was made to W. E. Smith in 1936 and 508,579 feet of saw
log timber and §3,059 feet of prop material was removed., The camp for this
operation was built in & small park about two miles above Sulphur Springs.
Portable saw mills were also set up in the woods. The camp was removed in 1942
by Roy Spangler of La Veta. A

Other sales in Indian Creek were made to the La Luna Excelsior Company and
to Ben Wason in 1943: Saw timber amounting to 784 M feet was cut on the former
sale and in addition 161 cords of aspen was cut for the excelsior mill. The
stumpage for this timber was 53.65 per M feet for saw longs and $1.00 per cord
for aspen. The logs from both this sale and from the Nasen sale were hauled to
La Veta where the saw mills were located.

The appraisal for this tinber was made in 1943 and the summaries for
logging and milling costs are shown as a contrast to the appraisal made in 1911.
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Logging Costs, per M ft. b, m.

Felling and bucking £3.76

'Swamplng and skidding : 2.87
'Haullng to mill 3.81
_Slash’ disposal ' 0.48
Supervision ; 1.50.

Depreciation o 1.12

Maintenance _ 0.52

Taxes ‘ ' 0.10

Social Security, (.tc° ) ' 1.14
Total logging costs ' 15.30

Milling Cqsts, per‘M‘feet b, m.

Milling ) : i 56.78 .
Sawdust disposal . ;oo v .0.52
Insurance | . 0.10
Maintenance ’ 0.52
Yarding 1.73
Total, mill tally L 9.€5
Extended by 257 overrun s y i g 2:41
Workmen's conpensatlon, atc. ; .. _0.91
Total, log scale : 12.97
Selllng price =, - ‘ $35.62
Logging and mllllng costs - 23,27 -
vepreciation on Ioprovenents 1.21
. Total - y _ . 29,48
 Margin for profit and risk . - - - 3.09
_Stumpage indicated : ; 3.05

This timber was advertised for $3.00 per M feet board measure and a bid of
$3.65 was received.

The sales in Indian Creck to the La Luna Excelsior Company and to Ben Nason
included a large volume of white fir, Up to this time this specieés had been
heavily damaged by the spruce bud worm. Although the trees were not killed
outright they were considerably weakened and many have recently died in this
arca as a result of repeated defoliation. ' Approximately 450 M feet of white fir
was cut by these sales which undoubtedly would have been lost within a few years
after the sales were made. The infestationof the spruce. bud worm accounts for
the almost clear-cutting on thesc sales of white fir. :

A number of small sales were made during the early days of the forest and
many small trespass cases were investigated, The cutting of national: forest
timber under trespass at the present time is negligible. BSome of the old cases’
were undoubtedly wilfull. e



Planting Activities

The planting of tree seed and small trees has been done on the  Spanish
Peaks District, expecially in the North Fork. Douglas. fir seed was planted
on the Cucharas in 1998 and this experirent was a failure due té drouth. Trees
were planted along CucharasCreek from the forks ~f the road up and some are
attaining 2 gend size. Only those planted bencath the aspen survived."',

Tree seed was planted in the North Fork in 1210 by Ranger Boyd and
considerable time was spent preparing the secd beds. The seed was planted
in April, May, and June, consisting of Fngelmann spruce and Douglas fir. Only
1 fow seedlings werc visible in September of the same year.

The planting of seedlings was alsc carricd on in the North Fork' drainage.’
Although the plantations have been classificd as fallures, nevertheless a
large number of trees have survived and are beginning to show up on the open
slopes. Trees were planted in 1924 and also in 1931. Ranger Paul Gilbert
had charge of the plamting crew in 1924 and undar the date ~f June 19 wrote
to the Forest Superviscr as follows: ’ o

"Last night 2 hurricane hit our camp at 1l p.m. completely destroying
nne pyramid tent that belonged to the road equipment, alsq:bne'fnrgst
service tent, and partially destroyed a mew brown canvas’ teént belonging
to the forest service. The men employed on the planting area werec all
a®leep when the wind hit so had no chance of saving ny of the tentage.
Part of the dishes, bedding and clothing were found at daylioht this
morning as far as three-quarters »f a nile from the comp. '
About 3000 Engelmann spruce scedlings were planted in the North Fork in

1935. These were planted the first week in Noveribor during freezing weather
under the supervision of Forest Ranger Karl Gilbart. The top of 'the ground was
frozen and planting was difficult. The plantation proved to be a failure
after:the fifth-year count. bOE S R ST

Planting was also done in the open country north of Bear Lake in 1936,
1937 and .1938. A large nercent of the trees ‘failed to survive ond the failure _
was attributed tocdrouth., . . i o - ' '

4

- Forest Insects

The infestation of forest treass by insects is sonewhat continuous
although there will bc a few years in succession when the infestations are
heavy, and .again light.. Pondernsa pine nppears to be the trec species most
nften attacked by bark beetles. To date there.ds no evidence of bark beetles
in the Engelmann svoruce stands on this-district. ° An occzsional enrkbark fir
tre2 in the high country has been killed but this is not considered sertous.

The most severe damage to forest trees in the past few vears is attri-
buted to the spruce budworrm and the history of this infestation is about as
follows: ,

The spruce budworm, Cacocecin fumiferana, started on the Trinchera Ranch
proparty prior to 1938. The moths crossed the divide intn East Indian Creek

D
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on the Spanish Peaks.District of the San, Isabel National Forest. The heaviest
infestation occurred in Indian Creek although .damage has, been. done elsewhére
on this district. - - i o 5 ; i /

The following is taken from a letter by Rangetr Bréant‘dndéf the aaﬁelof'-”.
September 17, 1938: _ ; e B

"The widespread infestation of Spruce budworm apparently is less
virulent at-‘present than for any time during the summer. . The vidinity
around-La Veta Pass, which is outside the forest, was hit very hard this
year and many -trees have been killed by: the budworm and secondary insects,
primarily Ips. On the district proper, although budworm work may be .
found almost everywhere on white fir, no gerious damage to daté has resulted
The heavy rains of :the past month or. so have killed off many of the moths."

The following is an extract frdmithe;1939 roport b&!?anger Eryant:”_f"

“As: yetthe spruce' budworm has not seriously attacked the Douglas
fir, working principally on the white fir, but it is feared that unless
natural ememies of.the insect keep it in control that most of the white ~
fir and Douglas fir in the Indian Creek drainage will: be killed. o
Scattering trees over the-entire districg have been attacked, but to date
the only serious damagec has been in the Indian Creek drainage which is
all infésted.  Equally bad attacks occurted in the entire La Veta Pass,
area and on most-of the Trinchera Rath.?_“'“ 2 4 S o

This report states that approximately 1,900,000 trees were infested in
Indian Creek, La Vata Pass, and on the Trinchéra Banchm _ :

: i .

The following is taken from the report of Ranger Bryant of 1941 tn fegarq_w
to Indian Creek: -~ . " 3o el % 1 o }

Umhe entire drainage is now seriously infested with the spruce -
budworm. Rather than diminishing in thej last two years "the insects

scem to have increased in numbers. It ip now difficult to find ‘any stand ”
that is not more or less infasted. - Mor%qveré the insect is rapidly
traveling south over the district. ¥ oo s N .

i

"iith each succeeding year the tre¢s arc becoming weaker, and it
is believed that if the damage continuep for ancther two years the kill
on the drainage mey amount to as nuch A4s 80 percent of the merchantable
trees. Poles, reproduction, and seedlings are as well attacked go’ that
the problem of obtaining a stand provided the kill is as expected, will

be 'a serious one." ; e 4 PR
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From 1942 to 1946 the infestation. continued to occur in Indian Creek
and other scattered areas on the district. ! The infestation in the former
aroa in 1946, however, was negligible, being more severe in Dodgeton’ and
Spring Creeks. Mr. W. D. Buchanan af the Bureau of Entomology stated that
70 percent of the larvae were parasitized in 1245 in the Indian Creek area,
accounting for the small number to be found there in 1945. R

During June ana'July-of 1946 Mr. Bucﬁénan.éollectéd the 1aryaé of the
spruce budworm.” In all, 62,000 were coll?cted from which 11,500 parasites



sof the” type desired were developed Other ‘parasites were alsgo present which
occur in ‘the east. These parasites Were sent by-air mail to P. B. Dowden

of Lake Clear Junction, New York, and liberated in the vicinity of Lake Placid.
The infestations in the East and in Canada are more severe than in the Rocky
Mountain region and it is hoped ‘that the parasite being introduced will dn.:
time check the spread of the budworm.

In 1947 Mr. Bueﬁéhah'egéld'vféited'thie district but failled to find"
sufficient caterpillars to wartant: colleéting them for pirasites. . From . «
observations made ‘the past few years it is believed the: infestation of the -
spruce’ budworm has decllned to the extent it can nO lonper be. con51dered in

the epldenlc stage.

Odly'a few'caterblllérs of the spruce budwotm were found in 1948 and
none in 1949. 1In all probability the paraoites of the budworm account
for its decline. . ; ;

In the years folloW*ng the attacks (1949-1955) considerable white fir,
mature and immqture, diéd on' the Spanish Peaks District in’ the Middle Creck
and Indian Creek drainagcs. ‘An examination of a nubber of the'trees meveals
that a bark beetle (probanly Scolytus sp ) followed the spruce budworn which
had oeverely weakened many. trees by partlal dcfoliatlon. i :

Great Basin Tent Caterpillar (Melacosona'fr 1gilis’ Stretcﬁ) ASPen-hes
been attacked more or less by leaf insects ‘for a mumber of years. In 2 letter
by Ranger Ralph Bryant September 17, 193% the follnw1nv statenent is made:

“There is a small patch of aspen near'the top of Cuch ras Pass whlch has
been attacked either by a small leaf-cutting insect or some fungus
growth° The infectaed leaves dppear riottled with brownish spots. which.,
oventually cover the entire leaf and kill it. This is the only -area
noticed so infected and has not grown in size during the past year.
Although complete defoll 2tion occurs in some cqsns, the da ma?e occurs
very slowly. and tew of the trees hcve been kllled # :

The Great Basin test cwterplller was prevalent in the La Vet Pags area .
during mnst of the 40's. During this time complete defoliatison of the.aspen
cccurred and the caterpillars were so deen on the hlghwqy at times that
driving becare hazardous, . N _ . :

In a repbtt.made.September 4, 1949, by the” Spanish Peaks ranger the
following statement was nades ' ' W B e or cE L

YA severe infestation of caterpillars on La Veta Pass denuded the asnen

stands, but. the trees leafed out again later in the seasomn. Small
inftstqtlans were obseIVLd on the dlstrlct but ﬁnly a Few trees in-any -

locality were, attacked
Tn 1952 W.. «QiWcCambrldvty Entomologist, U.S::Department .of Agriculture,
made the following report?. - I S P :

v "On.May 24, 1952 the Great Basin tent caterpillar situation on
La Veta-Pass was exenlned, . .. The aspon lzaveg had not broken out of:
the bud stage at this time. However; nuherous egg. nasses and small tents
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could be found along the entire longth of the Pass. The ‘infestation
is heavy and will prohably caﬁse considerable defoliation this surmer.’

The tent caternillar spread from e La Veta Pass arpa in the late, forties
to the north.covering 21l of the aspen along the wast slope of tha Sanpre
de Cristo mountains to the Sand Dunes. On the eastern 8lope. the insecct
sorcad from Pass- Crazk around to the_&uerfano River =nd thencaz north to
‘Tosca Pass. In 1252 and 1933 complete dofaliation of. aspen oecurrad in these
arcas and along tha Puerfane River the inchtatian snvcﬂd to tha cottomwood
at lowar elaV°tions.-- Y X 5 f

However; 1n'19549the infastation north of La Vata Pass hagan to decline
with very few insaets observed in the Huerfano drainage. A ‘1light infestation
alsn osecurred in the La Veta Pass and Pass Creck araas alt™wurh it was still
hanvy in the aspen types on Mosca Pass. * During- this time no infestation.
nceurred -in the Muddy drainagaes in thg northern part of the district.

In the early 1950°s the tent catzrpillar bheean to spread to the sonth’
covaring-2ll of the nspen typas along the west side:of the range. 1In 1951
the infostation was -heavy in “idddle Creek and pushed southward through
“eCarthy Park on the Sanera de Cristo Grant and thence into the Spanish
Paaks district in Bonnett ~nd Dodgeton Croeks. From here the "infestation
spread snuth and east covering nmost of -the Cucharas and Morth Fork drainages.
During 1953 and 155%4 the infestation was esnecially heavy in this area.

Dua to tha heavy infestation which occurred ia 1954 in the Cucharas
drainage the people of the arca becare alarmed that thoe water would be!
polluted and the aspen trees would be killed. In addition, the recreation
area z2long Cucharas Crack was practically unuSﬂblL during the month of June
as 2 rosult of the caterpillars. : :

A nunber of 1 atters ware writtcﬁ to Congressnan Chenoweth during tha
summer of 1954 requesting 2id in the contynl of tho tent coterpill~r and
nuncrous requents were made to the Forest Service for tho same purpose.
However, the infestatinn was practically over at the time the requests ware
made but tho ground work was 1laid for contrsl the fol‘nwinp year if sufficient
funds should becoma a¥ailable.

A £2eld exwination made by Walter D, Ray, Jr. nf the office of the
Colorads State Foraster in conjunction with the U.S. Forest Service in
Daccnber of (1954 ghowed about 299,000 acres of agpen types on and adiacent to
th2 Spnnish Poesks nistrict werc more or less defoliatad bv the tent caterpillar
tha er.vious SUrmIAY .

During tHc spr;np of 1255 afforts were mads by the U.S. Forest Sexvice
and the State Forest Selvlce to obtain funds from various sources to control the
catarpillnr in the Hcsdw”t -of the Cucharas Creo’ drainecca,. especially along
tmn strean and recreation arazs.  Sufficlent funds ware seeured to spray
y lindted .rea and tlnse funds wera ohtained £ron the following sources:

City of Walsénburg ‘ $350.90
Huorfano County 159.%0
Touwr of La Yeta 209,90

Privatie contributions _210.79
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State of Colorado ; 1209.00
Past Control funds (FS) - 1290.00
Total 3670.09

Control work was started at .4 a.m. on June 16 and the area of approximately
1690 acres was covered by June 18.  Flying was done over the area only a few
hours each morning while the air was still. After 9 a.m. heavy-winds occurred
which prevented effective spraying. i g

The area covered consisted of a narrow strip along both sides of Highway
111 from the forest boundary in White Creek to Cucharas Pass, the lower portion
of Baker Creek, and an area along the Blue Lakes road for a distance of about
two miles from Highway 111. '

Spraying was done by Norman Kramer of Alamosa, Colorado. ‘The insecticide
used consisted of a solution of DDT in fuel oil. Approximately 1679 gallons of
the insecticide was used at a cost of about $1.50 per gallon.

The sprayfng was effective with very few caterpillars being found on the
arcas that were sprayed. In contrast, complete defoliation occurred on areas
outside of the strip that had been sprayed. :

During 1955 tents of the caterpillar were found on aspen over nost of the
aspen types on the Spanish Peaks section of the district and on the Greenhorn
seetion . To date no infestations have been obsaerved on the Greenhorn section
of the district. 2 ! 5

Ponderosz Pine Bark Beetle (Dendroctonous pondercosa Hopk.). Frior to
1946 only a few trees were observed that had been attacked by the ponderosa
pine bark beetle. A gradual increase was observed from 1946 through 1950 when
an estimated 640 trees were reported to be infested on National Forest and ptri-
vate lands. The infestations occurred in clumps of 2 to 49 trees.

During June and July of 1951 funds were made availabla for contrel work
and 675 trees were sprayed. The estimated volume of the trees sprayed is
87,255 board feet. The trees were sprayed with a mixture of 1 part
orthochlorobenzene with 6 parts of ¥We. 2 fuel oil, '

Some traatment was done in 1952 under the supervision of W. F. Lonsinger,
Assistant Ranger on the San Carlos District. Due to the lateness of the
season little was accomplished with only 79 trees-being sprayed. Spraying was
confined to the Echn Creek drainage. '

Trecatnment was started in 1953 on the district en June 15 under the direction
of W. F. Lonsinger. Approximately 247 trees were treated between June 15 and
June 25. In one area approximately 170 trees were found in a group.

A more intensive control project was conducted in 1954. During the period
from May 21 to June 20 approximately 1200 trees weare sprayed, of which 460
were on the Muddy drainage which was formerly a part nf the Huerfano District.
From July 1 to July 23 an additional 1000 trces were sprayed on the Spanish
Paaks portion of the district. :

In 1955 only a few scattered trees were observed on the Spanish Peaks
section of the district and spraying was not considered necessary.
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The ponderosa pine bark beetle began to increase in numbers on the Huerfano
District about the same time a2s on the Spanish Peaks. In 1949 only 85 trees
were reported while in 1950 the number reported was 785, mostly in the Black
Mountain area.

Spraying was done in 1951 on this district under the supervision of
Ranger Van Doren. Approximately 1250 trees were sprayed during June and July.
No control work was attempted in 1952 due .to insufficient funds for this purpose.

Contyé} work was done in' 1953 between May 25 and June 12. Approximately
435 trees were sprayed over a wide ‘arca. Except for Muddy Creek no work was
done on this section during 1954. Sl

Control work was concentrated on the Huerfano sectiom of the.district in
1955. Instead of orthochl@robenzene with 5il a mixture of Ethylene dibromide
and water was used this yeat. Approximately 1350 trees were sprayed durlng thé -
period June 13 to July 29, mostly in the Williams, Reveille, Custer 2and
Cisneros Creek drianapes along the forest boundary. The trees were scattered
over a wide area and pack horses were used to pack the insecticide to them.

The work was under the supervision of Elden Falk.
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Range Managenent

The grazing.of sheep-and cattla on- the.-Spanish Peaks District was donc
prisr to the creation »f the forest in 1937.: Since .than grazing has been -
allowed under the permit system. Reliablc figures are not available for the
early grazing on.this district. . However, .Assistant Forest Ranger Janes W.
Thrmpson, in a letter to the Forest Sumervisor, October 30, 1907, shows 2055
head of cattle and 6 head of horscs grazed on the natienal forest in Las Aninas
County during that summer. ‘

Regardless of numbers the ranges have been consistently overstocked. It
is difficult toc visualize the condition of the ranges forty yaars or mora ago
in comparison to present-day-conditions.. The nany ysors ~f drouth, coupled
with heavy grazing, deploted the ranges considerably. Repeated reductions
have been rade in the past 20 years. In 1932 the perrndtted nucher -F esnrle.
was 1534 head while in 1947 there were. 17 head with non mse for 171 nore,
or a total of 1008 head of cattle. In addition, the seasons have becn shortened
frort 4 and 5 months to 2 and 3 nonths. Tha aninal-months use At present would
show a deercase of at least half the arount in the early 1930's.

In 1939, on the North Fork, 429 head of cattle were grazed from the season
June 14 tr Octiber 15, or a total of 1716 animal nonths. With 3 twenty perceant
roduction program carried on between 1940 and 1943, and the dropping out »f ome
of the parmittecs, the nuiber of cattle permitted on this unit was 322 head
for the season June 16 t5 September 153, or 966 aninal months. The Morth Fork
showed axceptionally pood progress in 1947 due to riding by the pernittess and
an unusual anount of rainfall. '

The lake Allotnent was als» reduced twenty percent batween 1942 and 1945,
In 1941 there wara 452 head of cattle for the seagon Junc 16 to September 15,
cr 1356 animal months. In 1947 the permittaed nunber was 352 head of cattle
for the season June 16 to Septermber 15, or 11756 aninal —onths,

Tha opan range on the Indian Creek Alletrment was closed entirely during
1942 and 1943, In 1940 tha permitted number was 139 head ~f cattle for the
gs2asnn June 1 to Octcber 15. When the allotment wrs recpened in 1944, the
seasnn was cut to July 16 to Sentember 15, »r tws nenths. During the perind
from 1944 to 1947 only a peortion ~f the permittees ran stock on the allotnent.
The raduced nunber of stock and shertened grzzing season has made 2 remarkable
change in this allstment. Over rost of the area the grass has a goed growth
by July 16 and 1s less susceptible ¢~ damage by grazing.

With the exception of the Apishapa subdivision, the Peaks Allotment has
been closed to grazing since 1945 and will continue through 1949, 1In 1932 this
allotment carried 378 head of cattle for the period June 1 to October 15, or a
tatal of 1701 animal months. In 1944 the permitted use was 179 head of cattle
for the season June 16 to September 30, or a total of 626 animal months, The
grazing survey for this district allows 377 animal-months use on this allotment.

Accurata fihgares on the nunber of cattle grazed on the district are not
available prior t» 1930. Also orisr to 1935 the four cattle allotrents were
Aivided into smaller units. The figures for the snaller units were cormbined
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for the period 1930 to 1934 to cortrespond with -the revised units. The informa~-
tion on permitted use is not all available for the smaller units prior to

1935. However, it dis.possible to show some statistics which have a bearing

on the amount of use between 1925 and 1930. AU o 2 o

Indian Creek. The boundaries:of this allotment have not-been changed
since 1925, The management plan for 1930 shows a season from June 1 to " . . .,
October 15. The capacity of the range is given as 145 head of cattle.

Lakes Unit. This unit was forﬁefiy*subdivided~és folibWSﬁ; e

Chaparral-C&ﬁ."Includes=Cottonwood,'Barnes, Wéde,'Lower Chapar;al; -
and White Creeks. )

Wahatoya C&H. Include§’Wahatoya,;Wall,hand Echo Creeks.

Lakes 'CsH.  Includes all the drainage of Cucharas Creek from Raspberry
Mountain south to the North Fork divide and west of the Cucharas-Stonewall
Highway. These subunits are Bend, Dodgeton, Bonnett, Baker, and Cucharas
Creeks. . ' B : -- G

The following table shows the estimated capacities for these units with
seasons, prior to 1930 and the.permitted use during the 1947 grazing season:

Use and Seasons: -
. - «- 1947 Seasdn

Prior' to 1930

Sub-Unit Capacify = Season - Capacity . Season

Chaparral = =~ 170 6/1€-9/30 .. 147 - 6/16-9/15

Wahatoya . i 40 - 6/1-10/31 . .. 32 - 6/16-9/15.

Lake Division©® 354 6/16-10/15 - 173 6/1679[15
Total 564 352

OThe area south of the Blue Lake Road was grazed by sheep at this: time. Mihe_
estimated capacity was 157 head of. sheep from July 1 to September 15. The
capacity for this unit includes the sheep on a 3 to 1 basis.

North Fork. *The boundaries of the North Fork Allotment have not been
changed. This allotment takes in all the drainages of the North Fork within
the forest,bcundaries,_including.Coal9 Murray, Wildcat, Bear, and Guajatoyan
Creeks. The amount -of use and seasons prior to 1939 and the permitted use for
the 1947 season is as follows: : - ) .

Prior to 1939. 452 head from June 16 to:Octoher 15.
1947 Season. . 322 head from June 16 to Septémber 15,

This shows the animal<months use prior to 1239 to be almost double'the,
use in 1947.

Peaks C&H. The following sub-units were combined to;make up the present
Peaks Allotment in 1935. 2 . 5 2 ; :
_:Apishap'a° A1l the drainage.of .the north and-southnforks of Apishapa '
" Creek. i S S o ¢ ; e
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“ 'West Peak. All the_drainagexof'Southw$rujillo,CrEekf
East Peak. 'All" thé'drainages of the South Santa Clara and North.
Trujillo Creeks. : ; 5

Turkey." A1l the drainages of Bear, Story, and North Santa Clara- . .
Creeks. el - ¢ Ve, s ¢ : _ 3

The following table shows the estimated capacities for these units with
seasons prior to 1930 and thé permitted use during the 1944 season. (Note:

this allotment with the exception of the Apishapa sub-unit was closed to grazing
during 1945, 1946, and 1947-through ‘an agreement with the permittees using

the allotment). ) : .

Use .and Seasons |

Prior to 1930 1944 Season .

Sub~Unit : . Capaclty~ Season | .\ 1’ Capacity Season._ - .
Apishapa ' © 15070 6/1-18/310 50 - 6/16-8/39
West Peak 166 6/1-10/15 75 6/16-9/30
East Peak A 78 6/1-19/15 bt 6/16-9/39
Turkey S 54 . 6/1-10/15 20 6/16-9/30. -
Total '~ 448 B : fiosye 189 ' o e .

Trincheré S&G. The:Trinchera Sheep ‘and Goat Allotment covers practically
the same area now as it did prior_to 1930. The:estidated-qapacity?iq’1930
was 500 head of sheep from_ July 1 to September' 15. L :

White Cresk S&%. Prior to 1929 the White Creek subunit of the present
Lakes C&G allotment was used by sheep. The estimated capacity was 3090 head
for the season June 1 to’ September 15. -

Lakes S$&G. This allotment was located on:the Cucharas drainage south of .
the Blue Lake road. The estimated capacity was 157 head of sheep from July 1
to September 15. . :

Range ‘Closurés. The high range above timber line south of Trinchera Peak
is closed to grazing through an agreement with the City of Trinidad which-
receives.its water supply from the North Fork. MNormally this area.would be
srazed by sheep. Through the same agraemenﬁ:with the city cattle are allowed
to graze in restricted arcas in this drainage.

History of Range RBeductions. In 1948 a study was made of the grazing
allotments on the Spanish Poaks District and it was apparent that the number
of permitted livestock ‘far-‘exceeded the actual capacities of the ranges.

Since drastic reductions were necessary the permittees were either contacted
by the ranger or the ranges were ridden withithem to determine the action that
should be taken. '

The proposed reductions came at a time when considerable newspaper
publicity was given to the Forest Service-Stockmen controversy. - A meeting
was called by the cattlemen on the Spanish Peaks District in the fall of 19249
to discuss the reductions before all of :the permittees had been contacted by
the ranger. Some bitterness against the Forest Service was expressed at the

meeting but this subsided somewhat after the ranger informed the cattlemen that
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the reductions were not-being. made-arbitrarily but’'on an allotment basisiin
accordance with the céndition:of-the range:

retained their bhitter feelinp moést &f the adfustments were.-made on a friendly:
basis with little or no adverse publicity.

In some instances reductions were made by a change in seasons, in others
by reducing numbers -and season, and in a number’ of‘instances by complete
closure of the ranga. ‘In some cases rcductions weré made by forfeiture of _
waivers of grazing privileges during transfer of ranch ownership and in others
by forfefture of non-use preferences. ' The former were the result of the
failure of the vermittee ‘to waive grazing privilepes and not an arbitrary .
action of ‘the Forest Service. s

At the end of the reduction program the allotments of 13 cattlemen out of
22 were complctely closed. The nermits of the other 9 were reduced in numbers
from 333 to 211 head and in most instances the grazing seasons were also

shortened. The reduction in number of nermittcd stock is reflected in the
table on pages 77 and 78,

Status of Allotments.

At the close of the ¥935 grazing season the
allotments were as follows: SRP :

Name of AlY¥otment

Although gsome-of:the cattlemén . -

Number __ Season w. Number = Seasom.
INDIAN CREEK C&l 58 C7/16=9/15" - ? = etz 1y
Magnino S. U. - - ' : 6/1~10/15
Cassal S. U. - - . 5 £/16-9/30
LAKES C&H G %" £ L
Bend Creek SA "8 6/16-2/15 - -~
Dodgeton Creek SA 16 £/16-9/15 - -
Baker SA Closed - ' -
Cucharas SA Closed - -
Tonnett Park SA ) 6/16~9/15
Goermer SU (Baker Cr.) - - 8 6/16-9/15
Gocmmer Su (White Cr.) - - 18 6/16-9/15 .
Cassail SU (Baker Cr.) - - 5 6/16-9/15
Nopson SU (White Cr.) - . T 13 6/16-9/15 .
Whita Creek SA 12 7/1-9/15 - S
Chaparral SA 40 7/1-9715" - e
Wahatoya SA 10 7/1-9/15 - -
Wada Cr, SA Closed - - - -
NORTH  FORK C&H Closed
Pcaks C&H
Santa Clara SA Closed - -
Trujillo Cr. SA Closed - -
Apishapa SA 20 7/1-9/15 - -
TRINCHERA S&% 500 7/25-9/19 - -
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At the beginning of the 1956 season several of the allotments were changed
in name. ..The individual sub=-allotments, however, retained their original
names and for future reference these are shown as follows: g

Ll -~ -Open Range Special Uses
Name of Allotment Nurber Season Number . Season
INDIAN .CREEK C&H 58 - 7/16-9/15 ~ Lo
Magnino SU- - - 7 6/1-19/15
Cassai SU - - 5 6/16-9/30
LAKES C&H
Goemmer - SU - - 8 6/16-9/15
Cassai SU - — 5 6/16-9/15
Dodgeton SA 16 . .6/16-9/15 - S
Bonnett Park SA - ' - 27 6/16-7/15
Bend SA 8 6/16-9/15 - -
Texas Cr. SA 1/ Closed
Baker SA Closed
Cucharas SA 2/ Closed
WEST PEAK C&H
White Cr. SA 12 7/1 -3/15 - -
Hopson SU - - 13 6/16-9/15
Goemmer SU (White Cr.) - e - ! 18 6/16-9/15
Chaparral SA 49 7/1 -9/15 - ' -
Wade Cr. SA Closed -
EAST PEAK C&H s
Wzhatoya SA 19 7/1 -9/15 - -
Santa Clara S5A Closed
APISHATA C&H -
Apishapa SA 20 7/1 -9/15 - -
Trujillo SA Closed
NORTH FORK C&E Closed
599 7/25-9/10 - -

TRINCHERA S&G

1
2/

Tormerly Cucharas SA. -
Recreation area along Blue Lakes Road.



00¢ : 161 L18 : 621 0¢ : (44 S A T 29 €6 P LY6T
00¢ : 9.1 998 : 621 09 : A4 8LE ¢ LYy 91T - 9%61
00¢ : 1€1 T06 ¢ 6€T 0¢ : 7€ ¢ 8LE ¢ [A T6T ° &v6l
00¢ : €L £66 : 0T mmﬁ. : (A4 N ¢6L ¢ £9 00T ¢ ¥y61
G0g : 6G¢1 L6 - ¢ 01 6.1 ¢ rArA S oty ¢ &yl 8T PEY6T
006 ¢ oI €E0T ¢ 661 €8s ¢ Tey 6ol 0z ¢ Twel
00¢ : oy 8LIT @ 01 681 Loy 3 A%V 15 OET + TY6T
00¢ : 09 VA 09 YT 6gh ¢ A% 68T *: Ov6l
00¢ : 7621 ¢ vge ¢ ge ¢ 67y 6T ¢ 6E6T
00¢ : TieT = . Ghg L Eea ¢ goy ¢ 961 ¢ BE6T
006 : 6871 ¢ Lye ¢ gey ¢t A/ 86T ¢ LE6T
005 ¢ LGET ¢ 617 gsh ¢ 9% ¢ 6%T * 9€6T
005 ¢ TOYT ¢ VAT 'Syt cly ¢ 89T : GE6T
009 : Ti¢T ¢ 8T¢e ¢ AT AT QT  %L6T
: ZIsT ¢ ¢1e 3 QI¢ 3 €16 = €91 : EE€6T
: ¥eST ¢ 8LE ¢ 08y ¢ £1s ¢ €91 ¢ CE6T
: ViA A gge ¢ ely ¢ oy T€T ¢ TE61
: 88¢T ¢ »Te ¢ A 197 & €CT : 0E6T
pPell1Iwidg : 9SN-UCN POI11TUASJ: 9SN—-UON PolILuied:osSn~-uoN pollrmisg:osn~UON PallTwidd:dsSn-uoN paljpuiag:
BISYDUTLILY, TE10], : syead :  Yjxog YylioN : saye] T ¥ew1) uBrpul : a9y
daayg a1338)

98] po33llIwiag

S3UDWAOTTY desug pue 91338)D

77



-gaanased asn (eioeds U peOY ¢¢ SPNIOUT 30U S30( \m
‘uop3oejoad 28uei 103 POSOID \q
sgoanised esn Teroads uy pesy i sepnioug /e

*(SG6T) 22Bp usssid 01 mqmﬂ y3tm Sutiaeas I aequeidsg 031 97 Linp uosedg /g
*poIsouRd mmﬁ:moz /T

005 ¢ 9LT ¢ 0 ¢ 0 : 98 : 0L ¢ GGhT

101029 9T ¢ oz ¢ 0 : 98 : oL PoWgeT

00s ¢ 9.T ¢ 0¢ ¢ 0 : /6 98 : 0L. .+ £661

60s ¢ AYAE 0z ¢ 0 : LZT ¢ 0L i zsel

00¢ ¢ ooe ¢ . A /v 0 : 02 AN /€ 0L 166t

_. 0os = 0T 59 + /1 ¢ * 0T ¢Ie ¢ 01z _ OTT . ¢ - 0S6T

/T 00§ 61¢ 6L ¢ YA 0os ¢ 09 rA* YA 0¢ (A4 T /1 60T ¢ 6%61

008 ¢ %61 %08 ¢ 6T 06 ¢ AN o¢ A4 529 OTT -: - 8%6T
polaTliag : ©S[] UON PO3ITUASq:oS[ UON PO11TUidg:os[l UON PellTuidgias( UON POl Tuidgf:as(] UON pellTwIag:

eIayouTay, 1®30y : sead : jiod YlioN saye] T joei) ueBTpul . aev}
dooyg 913389 :

o8[] pelitmiad

SINFWIOTIV dddHS ANV H'TLIVO

78



The following account of heavy éreiiﬁg'iﬁ this area appeared in the lLa
Veta Advertiser, October 27 1950

"Some 30 OOO sheep passed thru here Saturday They‘hed'beeﬁepastured on
the J. W Vernon place° R L yEie ] i > v :

(The Vernon place referred to is 1ocated at the head of Whlte Creek :
and is now owned by Goemmer Brothers).
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Wildlife Management

Although the Spanish Peaks District contains only a relatively small
acreage ‘in 'this section of Colotado it #s .of Tugged topography, covered with -
timber, brush and grassland. It ranges in elevation from approximately 8,000 .
feet to 13,623 feet on the top of the West Spanish Peak. With this range in
elevation it supports a varied wildlife population.: ' T X o s :

Among the big~game animals are elk, deer, and bear. The predatory animals
include coyotes, mountain lion and wildcat. Furbearing animals are beaver, fox,
muskrat and weasel. The smaller animals include the cottontail and snowshoe
rabbits, porcupines, squirrels and chipmunks. Game birds are turkey, grouse,
ptarmigan and band-tailed pigeon. The streams support various species of
trout, and suckers are found in Bear Lake.

The records show a relatively small population of game and furbearing
animals on the district prior to 1921. The Spanish Peaks Game Refuge, its
boundaries coinciding with the Spanish Peaks Ranger District, was established
on April 7, 1921. Since then there has been a steady increase in some of the
game and fur-bearing animals while others can only be said to be holding
their own. The number of deer reported on the district in 1921 was 75 head
while in 1940 there was estimated to be 900 head. Ranger Pryant estimates
250 deer were killed on the district in 1940, the year the game refuge was
first opened to hunting. This number probably includes the surrounding
country also. Since 1940 around 40 to 60 deer have been killed annually on
the district. There does not appear to be any appreciable reduction in numbers
due to hunting. The estimated population of deer on the district in 1946 was
309 head. The 900 head reported in 1949 was based on the kill for that year
and this figure is questionable.

Flk were first reported on the district in 1922 when thrae head were
observed. There has been no steady increase of this animal with only 39 head
being reported for 1946. Elk are not seen very frequently. They range in
the vicinity of Ronnett Park and along the Trinchera Ranch bhoundary in East
Indian Creek. The elk from this area use the Trinchera Ranch for winter
grazing., With an open season on the Trinchera Ranch on elk it is possible a
number will migrate to the east side of the divide where the hunting of this
animal is not permitted. Cne large bull elk was seen in the larpe park at the
headwaters of the south branch of Spring Creek in 1947. One was seen by Pete
Cusimano in 1946 on the Apishapa just above his ranch. Others have been
reported hetween the Peaks and in Echo Creek.

Black and brown bear are not plentiful in this area. In 1921 only 25
bear were reported for the district while in 1946 there were 30 head reported.
For many years bear were considered a predatory animal and not protected by
state laws. Although this animal is now protected it does not seem to be
increasing to any appreciable extent. The habit of the bear in feeding on
the dead carcasses of cattle have given it a bad reputation among cattlemen.
If a bear is seen feeding on a carcass he is immediately trapped as a killer.

In 1945 Goemmer Brothers reported that three registered cows had been
killed by bear in their pasture on Upper White Creek. Bryan Denton, State
Trapper, set out traps and caught two large bear from this area. A number



of bea;_we:e‘alsqltrapped_in 1946 along the Cucharas. Puring the fall the

bear came down into the orchards along the creek and reportedly did considerable
damage to’the apnle trees. Two were seen in the North Fork in the fall of 1946
by Prank Parsons and Ranger Lewis A, Cummings, both of ‘which were feedins on the
carcasses of cows about a mile or so apart. Frank Parsons reported that one of
the bear was later tranvedl.

Nurine 1747 one bear was tranped on the Cusimano ranch on the Apishara
while two were taken from Nrury’'s old place on Rear Creek south of Cucharas
Pass, ' Several haar are %illed each véar hy hunters during -the deer season..

The drain from these sSources goens- sufficient: to keep the bear- from increasing .
in appreciable numhers. = '~ © UTHT Tt TN = . :

Coyotes vary in fumbers' but ‘are not ‘nearly as plentiful’ as during the
early '27'S when three to 'four hundred were reported. Trappine was done for
a number of years qﬁd"iaéélv poigon has been put out. .This has been effective
in keeping the population of ‘the’ covote ‘to a low:figure. .« . .- X

‘fountain lion are reported from time to tiwe as- being seen on the district. .
Rryan Denton has succeeded in keanine this animal to a low number but it 1is '
prohable one or mere range in thig Avea-at'all times.. Denton estimates one.
mountain ;ioﬁ;will-averagé %111ling “one’deer per weck throuchout the year. . .. .. .

- Lo 54 Sy 7 i fan b e

Beaver have increased to-'some’éxtent. - In places they have leen trapped . .
and moved to other locations. llost of the ereeks with available feed have one
or more beaver dams. In the past ‘poachiers have succeeded: in clearing .the
beaver. out’ of some of the streamsi  This is true of Vhite Creek. “With the _
beaver pone thé dams soon wash away with hich water and: these can-be seen on a
aunmbar of the streams. In 1925 there were 125 beaver reported on the district . .
vhile in 1943 the nurber was estinated to he 229. ' = ’

‘Cottowrood rabbite are not pleatiful-on the. forast due to the higher
elevations over that of the surrounding foothills:. Howevar, the. snowshog
rabbits appear to be increasing in the spruce country from Bannett Parl. south
to the Morth Fork. - Foh, w R A = i

Turkeys do rot seenm to he on the increase. Larear Flocks :ars Tepgrted . .
to have been seen tefi‘to fifteen years ago than are secn todav. The apparent.
fajlure to increase’'can be attributed to a number of causes, such as poor -
spring conditions when ithe -epes are, tald:and hatched, oredatory aninals ‘and =
birds, poachers, lack of food, and gevere: winter: conditions. The popqlaﬁiQﬁ'ﬁ'
was considerably reduced in ovember of 1946 after the storm had put down four to
five feet of snow over the area surrounding the neaks. Many birds were reported
to have heen frozen while others ware hadly injured and 4id not survive,

Saveral birds were trapped in the Indian, Oreclk area in 1942 by the state and .
transplented to other locations. o B Bl Sl ;T et

_Although grouse have ranced in this area from time immemorial they do not
seem to increase is numbers. - Host of them are.seen at the higher elevations
although some frequent the oak brush tyne in the foothills.. The small number
of this came hird cannot be attributed -to noachers considering the lTocalities
in which they are found. - R = A U3 o

The band-tailed pigeon is a migratory bird and frzquently reported to he
soen in small numbers in this locality during the sumer months. 1In the
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summer the birds are seen in the high spruce and lodgepole pine country, while
in the spring and fall they are reported in the grain fields.

?pe'streams and lakes 6n this district debéhd on artificial étock;ng, Thisl
is done yearly and with the large number of fishermen the streams at no,.time
support 4 large number of fish. . ; e . g <

Roads

i

Settlement in the La Veta area started in the 1850's and rapidly expanded -
at the close of the Civil War. The settlers spread.out towards the mountains
with the result that numerous wagon roads, now scarcely visible, were built to
the outlying ranches. The old maps dated as far back as 1900 show a road
extending from upper Wahatoya Creek to Bear Creek and from here across to. the -
Santa Clara, across the divide to Trujillo Creek and' thence :to the Apishapa. _
Some of this road ‘is still in existence but there is no automobile road within ' <
the forest boundary connecting Bear Creek with the Santa Clara or the latter '
with Trujillo Creek. Evidence of other roads can be found connecting with
the many homesteads 'of the time. ' : ] '

Perhaps the’ first road across the mountains from La Veta to Stonewall was .
constructed by Hiram Vasquez in 1865 and paid for by Henry Daigre, Oxen were .
used to construct the road, which, in many places, is still visible, following
the same route as the present road across Cucharas Pass. : :

Another important road, probably built in the '89's, was on Wahatoya
Creek and extended to the Bulls Eye Mine. This road is very steep in places
and was somewhat repaired in 1946 by Albert Parks of La.Veta,. who is interested
in the mining claims of this area. it ; . B W W

There is also an old road in Indian Creek and Middle Creek, both of which
crossed the mountains to the Rio:Grande side. A telephone line was copstructed
along the Indian Creek road, probably in the early 1900's.. A permit was bl ey B
issued to the Colorado Telephone Company on April 10,:1978 by the Forest Service <
for the right of way. Both the Indian Creek and Middle Creek roads were badly
washed during. the flood of 1947. It is no longer possible to cross over the
mountains onto the Sangre de Cristo Grant over these old roads with modern-
véhicles. However, after the flood in ‘June, 1947, which stranded a group. of
Boy Scouts, the Trinchera Ranch Manager, ‘Mr. Hall, connected the -logging road > ..
constructed by the La Luna Excelsior Company 1n 19445 with.'the road across the <
Grant, making it possible to réemove 2all of the edquipment and ‘stranded
automobiles. A ' L Iow "

Another old road extended up the North Fork'as far as Parson's Cow Camp
and is still used by Frank Parsons to haul salt, with-tean and wagon, although .-
it is badly washed in places. This old road served the settlers in this area
and also the old Baca Mine.

An old road extended up the South Fork of Trujillo Creek about a half mile
inside the forest boundary. There are two cabins located here, one of which
is called the "Government Cabin.” The origin of this cabin is not known but
was used by Ranger Boyd and his assistants while working on trails in this area. -



This road .was:probably used during the early days when prospecting was:going
on in this area. - From the:end of the' road there is a trail going up the ‘east -
side of the Wést Peak te a group -of: mining claims.

vl k

There:is’ also ‘an; old road up Echo Creek extending -at’ least &y cohple of
miles inside: the -fokest boundary. This road: is badly washed and- impassable i
except for horse and foot* travel.J s Lp oo gy S0y U ol 2o VT

The principal roads which have been constructed ‘on the district since
the fotest was created are the follcwing‘

= l. Cucharas*Stonewall HighWay lll.
2. Blue Lakes Truck Trail.
3. Apishapa Truck Trail.
The Cucharas-Stonewall Highway wasg. completed about 1922 although aome '
work was done at a later date. The County Conmissioners of Huerfano County
(J. T. Trujillo, W. H. Hamilton, and Charles E. Furphy), under the date of u»-
August 1, 1919, filed an application with the Regional Forester to reconstruct
the Cucharas-Stonewdll Highway.: -The authority for this was Section 8, Federal
Aid Road -Act, approved July 11, 1916. . The estimated cost of -the road was L
$2000 per mzla A.part ‘of this applieation is as follows.:- st : :-*ﬁ

"This application relates: to -an existing'road extending from.La Veta
to Trinidad. Las Animas County in cooperation with the State has just
completed a sfarndird auto highway from Trinidad to the Forest: Boundary: .
on the south'side of Cucharas Pass. :The present roadway :over Cucharas .
Pass is very narrow and has excessive ‘gradés as high-as 18%, while the
road from the:foot o6f the pass to:La Veta is fatrly: good, only needing i
bridges and gradiﬁg up and widening in plaees.” . : d .

; "The opening up of the Cucharas-Stonewall would make a very desirable
circle trip for auto tourists. .. and would also open.u@::the recreation
area which is to be developed on the head of the Cucharas for Trinidad,
Walsenburg, La Veta and Aguilar." )

The Blue Lake road was surveyed in the spring of 1920, at least as far
as the old Blue Lake Camp. Ranger Eugene Vories mentions in his diary on
May 27, 1920, that he accompanied James L. Brownlee and Arthur Carhart to
start’ surveying tha Blue Lake Road. A week or ten days was spent on this work.
Work was done by the Forest Service on this road from 1920 to 1923. The
commissioners of Huerfano County agreed to contribute $3500 towards the
construction of this road.

The upper portion of the Blue Lakes road beyond the old Blue Lakes Camp
was constructed between 1929 and 1931. The first contractor, E. M. Harris and
Sons, was unable to complste the project and the contract was later given to
N. I. Jacobson, who finished the comstruction in September 1931. The American
Surety Company was required to pay $612.0N3 towards the construction of the
road which was the difference between the original bid and that of the
contractor who finished the job. The original contract was for $73990.57 for
the 1.75 miles to be built.

The Apishapa road was completed in 1934, This road extends from Cucharas
Pass to Apishapa Pass and thence to Aguilar and was constructed in cooperation
with Huerfano and Las Animas Counties.
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This road is still.referred to locally as Cordova Pass and is so shown
on most road ‘maps and .signs. The road was given this name' in honor.of
Mr. J. J. Cordova, County Commissioner. Mr. Cordova was active in' the
construction of this road in Las Animas County. In honor of Mr. Cordova a
memorial status was constructed on the pass by Las Animas County in June 1935
without the knowledge of the Forest Service. " A picnic was held -on the pass -
on June 23, 1935 at which time the memorial was dedicated. In 1937 the county -
constructed ten toilets on the pass, possibly with W. P. A. assistance, also
without the consent of the Forest Service. --

The monument and toilets were removed in 1938 by a C. C. C. crew under
the direction of the Forest Service due to the fallure of Las Animas County
to do so. :

Because of the objection of local people to the name Cordova Pass it
was changed to "Apishapa Pass,” being located at ‘the head of the- Apishapa
River. The toad goes through a stone wall on the Las Animas side through an
archway. ' The arch was completed in 1940.

There are several roads on the district which are not built to Forest-
Service standards. - The road up Bonnett Creek was constructed to remove pProps
form this area. This road is very steep although it is still passable to
trucks. This road connects with an old logging road on the Trinchera Ranch
whereby it is 'possible to drive to the headquarters of the grant.

Another road extends from Spring Creek into the head of Dodgeton Creek
over which mine props are hauled. The extension into Lodgeton Creeck was
built by Joe Ferrari in the fall of 1944, The road up- Baker Creek is shown
on the old maps .and was constructed in the early days to the Baker ranch
on this creek. There is also a road extending wup '‘Barnes Canyon over:to Wade
Creek. A portion of this road was built before the forest was created to
haul ties out of Wade Creek. An old building can still be seen at the end
of the road which was used by the tie cutters.

4



Trails '

“The creation: of the Las Animas forest led to the. construction of: tralls
throughout,the mountains to.. facilitate'their administration and. protection._ :
The changes in the transportation system are . perhaps most: graphically revealed. .
by the early maps. - ‘Each edition shows changes which record. the progress of -
trail construction and the abandonment of roads. Some of the old horse and
buggy ‘roads ‘have reverted to trails, not: being suitable. to present vehicular
transportation. PR i L0 o : e 4] il :

oy
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In" addition to maps there are records of early trail construction to be-
found in ithe diaries of-the rangers. ' Although a crude trail existed between
the peaks for many years the.present trail was not constructed for several
years after the forest was created. This trail was: undoubtedly used by the ..
early miners.and-'prospect holés are. found: along' its length. Assistant Ranger_
Thompson. mentions working on: this trail in his. diary-in 1907. Ranger.Boyd
mentions working on the trail in 1911 and for several years thereafter. It ..
was worked on as'late as' 1915.. . Before the construction of: the Apishapa Truck
Trail ia 1934 this was an 1mportant trail across the mountains... .

Another route from La Veta to the Peaks was. the Black Fills trail »
starting at the base'of a high stone wall.in Echo Creek and. extending. 1nto
Wade- Creek before’ coming ‘out near Apishapa Pass. Work was- done on this trall
between 1913 and 1915. S ; 08 Ioh ; ;

The trail from Chaparral Creek was constructed at a later date° -1t is
not shown on the 1920 edition of the forest base map° : '

That portion of the Peaks Trail from Trujlllo to Sanfa Clara Creek waS:
constructed about the same time as the trail between the Peaks. Ranger Boyd
mentions camping at the old government cabin while working on these trails.

The Chaparral trail is now combined with the latter under the: name . of the -
Peaks Trail. o =

Another trail is: shown on thc base map of 1920 extending from the North
Fork to Bonnett Park, crossing the headwaters of the Cucharas by . Blue and
Bear Lakes and: then into Baker, Dodgeton and Bonmett Creeks. From, Bonnett
Park the old road through the  Trinchera Ranch to the'head .of . Indian Creek was
used as a trail. The closing of the! ‘ranch to public crossing - nece351tated
a trail on Government land in the 1929“3, :

-
~

Ranger Vories mentions the construction of the trail in Wlldcat Creek
in his diary for 1919. : . .

" The old maps show a trail on the east 31de of Raspberry Mountain but
this has not beéniused for many years. for, adminlstrative purposes. ThlS is
probably the Horsethief Trail mentioned in Ranyer Boyd's diary of August 4, 1915.

Another trail is shown on the map of 1920 extending from Cucharas Pass
to the North Fork: ' This route is still passablelalthough there is no plainly
marked trail. - o e & ¢ ' g [ . < '

The Indian trail from the North Fork to lndlan Cresk is connected with the
Cucharas highway by Bonnett, Dodgeton, and Baker Creek trails. These trails
are now extensively used by tourists from Cucharas Camps.

a5



Recreation ‘Activities

“Reéérdation was early recognizéd :as one of ‘the principal activities of the
Spanish+Péaks ‘Districty : Camping; ‘plcnicking, and mountain iclimbing have -*
long ‘been major attractions. Fishing and: humting also provides :sport for a:large
number ‘of people, both: local residents ahd “those .from ‘other states. :

Under ‘the Act .of June 7;:1910 (36 Stat. 459) the Town of La Veta was :
granted Section 39, Township 31 South, Range 69 West, Sixth Principal Meredian, ;
for park purposes. This section includes Blue Lake and Bear Lake, at that
time ‘relatively inaccessible, and served by an old wagon road -with excessively
steep grades. A patent was issued May 29, 1918 to:the town forithe land.:.

’

However, ‘the Town 6f La Veta was never able tordevelop the:area and-in .
1919 made arrangements to return’ title to the land .back to the United States;;:
After considerable correspondence a quit claim deed was givén ‘to:the United- ¢
States by the’ Towa-of La Veta om April 30, 1924, This ‘deed!wasaceepted by . i+ -
the General Land Office in Washington on’January 27, 1925, and the land . .o -
reverted to national forest status. = - & ; seien s geaww D Eow 2000 el

The recreation activities of this.area in the early: '20%s centered:around
the Spanish Peaks-Mountain’ Playground Association. ~This association had -. ™
members’ in Trinidad, Walsenburg, Aguilar; and La Veta and .dirvectly connected
with the commercial clubs of the various towns. This association:was interested:
in the development of roads within the Spanish Peaks District and other
recreational features. ' It maintained a camp bélow Blue dLakes near the. upper
bridge along this road. However, with the construction of. the road- to Blue
Lake and superior developments at Cucharas Camps the camp was abandoned and
all of the buildings reméved.’ :This association has not been active for -a number
of years, -~ s : o T - ME g ; e

* "

The 'Cucharas Camps “is‘located in Section 1, Township 31 South,:Range569
West, within the boundaries of the Spanish Peaks District. This camp was
started by George Mayes, a Texas man, who first conceived the idea while
traveling through the ecountry ' in'a covered wagon on his. honeymoon. - He
returned ‘later and Sta:tédfthe-camprinzl906.- VowEEELEs B Y RE.

““The following report of this: camp-is taken from 'the "Plans for : .

Recreational Devélopmeéiit, Las’Animas Recreational Unit, 1932.7%

"The Cucharas Camps, located on land owned by C. W. Powell, is a
rather pretentious layout. Situated on'the Cucharas-Stonewall road,
it boasts of a combined store and postoffice, a filling station,.and a
large number of well-constructed and pleasant appearing cabins, many of
whiéhkafé”ownédﬂby persons who' visit this region- yearly.. The camp is

~ operated by C." Wi Powell .and: the rate -is $2.00 per day for a cabin. CIE .
- meals dré desired, they can be'secured-at the dining hall.operated .by . ...

Mr. Powell. Saddle horses are available for $2.00 per day.”

%. E. Jamdson acquired ‘this property in the late "30's and. he and i
Mrs. Jameson managed it for several years. In a circular issued by Mr. Jameson
he states that a small cabin can be rented for $1.00 per day and a large cabin
with room for 8 té 10 persons’for '$5.00 per-day. Hotel rates are -$10.00 per

weeky “including board and room. <7
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The Cucharas Camps was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. John Albright in the
fall of 1945. The dance pavilion was converted into apartments, a new store
and a ceombination lunch room.and recreation hall constructed. The rates are
considerable higher -than those formerly mentiloned,.-from $35.00 to.$50.00 per
week for the cabins. -However,. these-.are furnished with gas stoves and other
modern improvements. which would naturally require an .increase in rates.
Saddle horses are available for $1 00 per. hour or $7 00 per~day,- '

For the most part the cablns at the Cucharas Camps are prlvately owned.ﬁ

In 1922 the, Sulphur Sprlngs Resort on Indian Creek, about nine miles
from La Veta, consisted of a central recreatlonal building, a bath house, -
thirteen cabing- and: a campground.. The cabins were. constructed. qf,slabs_and
only 3 or-% remain at this date (1947) - The principal drawing card for this

resort. was the sulphur springs, prov1ding water for bathing purposes, In late -

years this resort has had but little patronage. . It,is used durlng‘the huntlng .
season by hunters in this area. :

Another group.. of summer. homes on. prlvate land within the forest boundary
is in Wsahatoya Canyon._ This group of cablns is- largely owned by people from
Kansas. . - : £ vaaoe : %4 . 7 _

The number of v151tors on- the.. Spanish Peaks Dlstrict durlng the. past ten,ji_
years is as follows:, = ;

Year Using Recreational . Merely passing‘ Total
« Facilities .. through
1938 - © 5,155 - o 03,900 . .8,155
1939 4,485 . 3,920 8,405
- 1940 6,500, _ 3,200 9,710
1941 .5 - 9,100 ;i 3,020 12,120
©1942. .- . - 7,300 | : . 4,100 ,ll 400
- 1943 : . 2,200. . . .. ... 1,500, 3,700
L0944 . 1 23,400 . . 1,000, 4,400
01945 . - 7om)f .. 2,000, 1 .9,000
1946 ; 11,269 ., _ 5,000 . 16,260
~ 1947 13 950 . . : 3,000 . 21,950

i

These statistlcs sHow an- almost steady 1ncrease from year to year in
the number of people.enjoying the recreational features of the ,district.
However, during 1943.and 1944, while gasoline rationing was in effect9 the
number of recreational visitors dropped sharply. With the dlscontlnuance
of gasoline ratioring in August,.1945, after the surrender of the Japanese,
the number of V¥isitors again.increased, almost equalllng those of pre-war
years. - During 1946 and 1947 .the -number of visitors increased’ sharply,
overtaxing the' limited campground and resort facilities on the district to the
limit, : -

The- Forest Service now maintalns three campgroundsa These are’ 1ocated
at Spring Créek; Cucharas Creek. above the.forks of, the Blue Lakes road and
at Blué Lakes. - The heaviest recreation day.is on the Fourth of July. Over
250 cars have been counted along the road and in the campgrounds ‘between
Cucharas Camps and Blue Lakes on this day.
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Heavy rains and floods?haverbéénurepbrtedfto'have:bcéurred.in'and around
La Veta over a périod of years. ' Sémé old~timers report La.Veta to have been :
under water'and'that_the"boys‘usad“raﬁts'and=bdats to geti‘around, 'Evidence .
of heavy rainfall can be seen 'at thé'bdsc of the Peaks and elsewhére on the -’
district. Mr. Louis B. Sporleder, Sr., mentions high water due to heavy rains
destroyiné”buildiﬁgS*inlwalsenburg'in“l876. E s CTpERY 4 B
Residents at the baSe-of“thé?Péaksireported that an unusuzl heavy: rain”
occurred on the peaks in 1946  and. the' water tould be- seen pouring off. the"
rocks above.timbe¥ liney even from below. -During this simmer. a water fall
appeared onrthe north facé of the West Peak, remaining for several months.
The water is said to have come out ofthe Bulls Eye Mine.  This waterfall did -~
not show up in- 1947, even after- the heavy'storms in Juné. | - RN S

Heavy rainfall occurred in the lower foothills of this area in 1942 during -
the latter part of April. The ‘rain’ melted the snow and water rose rapidly
in the creeks. Most of ‘the bridges' around La'Veta were-washed away during: '
this storm, especially on Middle Creek. Some damage was done to the Indian o "
Creck road at this time. The floods were more extensive south of the Spanish
Peaks. The Purgatoire 'River carried a tremendous amount of water-and did
considerable damage to the railroad tracks in Trinidad. At least oOne man was
reported to have drowned trying to cross the river during flood stage.

The most disastrous flood in recent years in. this'section occurred in
June of 1947.  The ranches and roads in Wahatoya Creek were hit by this storm.
The summer homes in the canyon were for a time isolated and a group of Girl
Scouts from Kansas were merooned by the flood. Ze

The Cudharas_drainage-in'the mountains suffered by little from this
flood. Indian Creek, however, was heavily hit. “About a hundred Boy Scouts
were marooned by the high water which took out all of the bridges and most
of the road.. Unfortunately one of the boys received a bad cut on his hand
with an ax and had to be carried out on a stretcher.', The boys crossed the
raging torrent on footlogs carrying the stretcher and almost miraculously
succeeded in getting the injured boy to a doctor in La Veta. All of the
equipment was left in the area when the boys came out. A road was reconstructed
over the mountain into the Trinchéra Ranch and the stranded cars' and equipment
taken out ‘over ‘it about a week or so later. "‘The boys ireported that springs
came out of the ground everywhere during the storti, Water poured over the
cliffs digging ‘large.holes in the ground below. The water in the creeks
remained high for-over a week “and in some instances flowed throughout theé
summer when ordinarily the ‘streams dry up. A portion of the road from
Byron Palmer's ranch to Sulphur ‘Springs had 'to be reébuilt on a néw location.
Extensive damage was alsc done to the telephoiie line-along the road. ko

The drainages north of Indian Creek also carried flood waters, all of
which converged porthiof the town of La Veta and nearly:took out the approach
to the concrete bridge which had just been completéd.  Several.buildings fell
into the river'at Walsenburg as- a.result of the high banks beécoming undermined
by the high water: ~The old barn just west of the new bridge out -of La Veta ‘
also went down the stream in this flood. S =t ; W



Between 6 a.m. and 10 p.m. on June 19, 1947, about 2.25 inches of rain
fell at theé Cucharas Camps. This rain ‘did but little damage in the vicinity
of the camps. ‘The rain falling north of ‘this area must have been several
times this afount to'cause the creeks to rise so high and to have flowed 80
long a time afterwards.

Planec Crashes

Two planes crashed on the Spanish Peaks District during the war period.
One of these craghed near- Apishapa Pass in 1942, the othar in the North Fork
in 1943. 7 An ‘account of the crash near Apishapa Pass was written by Ranger
Lewis A. Cummings under the” date of November 15, 1942 a8 follows,

"Approximately 1:15 on the afternoon of November 10, four single—
mctored army planes passed over La Veta flying south. One plane was
unusually low and residents of the town wondered if it would clear the
mountains ahead. The plane lacked less than a hundred féet in elevation
to clear the divide and crashed in a dense thicket of small trees
approximately a mile west of Apishapa Pass. . However, no cne in the town
witnessed the crash although ‘'several persons thought it mnst ‘have done so.

YAt 1: 40 Mrs. Cmnmings receivad a call from the operator at Walsenburg
notifying her of the crash and asked where I could be located. It
appeared at least one of the planes witnessed the crash and immediately
flew to Trinidad to inform the proper authorities, Unfortunately 1 was
not at home to organize a searching party from this area. I was
informed of the crash.at 4:20 p.m. by Lou Coleman of La Veta. At this
time I was working on the bridge on the Blue Lakes road. - F

"Leslie Bruce and Dan Oriego were working with me on the bridge and
we left immediately in the pickup. Since all the officials of Huerfano
and Las Animas Counti;s had been notified there was little reason to go
back to lLa. Veta for help. On our way up the road we saw a plane circling
over the ‘mountains near Apishapa Pass and knew the crash must have
occurred in that vicinity. Our only thought at this time was to reach
the scene before it became too dark to see. :

"A portion of the Apishapae Truck Trail was free of smow and we drove
to within two miles of the crash. At this point we were forced to
abandon  qur cars due to crusted snow. We continued on foot and soon’
ﬁovertook Pete and Adolpﬁ Goermer who also had been notified of the '~
accident.  In places the snow was at least three feet deep and although
slightly crusted on top it was not strong enough to hold up our weight.
Traveling was exceeiingly slow and difficult and we plodded along in the
deep drifts._ Approximately two miles from the cars we found a few tree’
tops in the road and pieces of broken glass. We realized the wreck
could not be far off and the flying plane above us then disappeared
behind the divide. We did not see it again and knew we were close to the
wreck. ' - '

"Above the road we ‘came upon larger tree tops and here and there
. small pleces of the plane. Due to the dense trees we came almost on the
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plane before we saw it lodged among them. One wing was partly gone
and the other badly crumpled while the tall was lodged securely in a
broken tree. The canopy was completely shattered and spattered with
blood. There was no sign of life about the plane and we stopped on the
broken wing and peered in the cockpit. Both men were gone and their
parachutes lay in the seats where they had been discarded. On the
broken wing I found a suitcase which had been opened with the contents
spilled about it. T put these back in the case and stuffed the latter
in the baggage compartment of the plame which was open.

. "puring this time the other members of thc party found the tracks
of the aviators in the snow. We foliowed these to the road which was
visible from the plane. The tracks led up the road towards Apishapa
Pass for nearly 200 yards. From this point the aviators could see the
town of La Veta in the distance and they left the road and plunged into
the deep canyon of Chaparral Creek. There were five of us in the party
and I sent Leslie Bruce back to get my pickup with instructions to patrol
the road below and pickus up when we reached it. Lou Coleman also
returned to get his car.

"Adolph Goemmer, Dan Griego and I followed the tracks in the deep
snow. Although the men had left the plane about 2 p.m. we did mot
believe -they could travel far on foot. We knew one of them cust be
badly injured from the amount of blood on the plane. Night was now
. settling in fast and the temperature was drapping rapidty.

"About: 100 feet below we came upon the Peaks trail which the men
were following. However, they d4id not follow this far, leaving it for
a wind-swept ridge. We hurried as fast as we could through the deep
snow hoping to overtake the men before dark. We lost the trail in
several places where the ground was bare or on crusted smow which
left no tracks. Just as darkness was settling about us in the dense
timber and we could barely see I saw a2 flashlight gleaming below. In
a minute I came upon the men resting against a tree. One man had a
bloody handkerchief tied around his head and his face and clothes
were spattered. The other man appeared uninjured although during the
slow journey down the canyon in the darkness he was the weaker of the
two. -

“That both men were glad to see us is stating it mildly. They
immediately asked if I was the ranger and undoubtedly they had been
discussing a rescue party between them. T told them I was and they -
seemed greatly relieved. It-was unfortunate I 4id not have time to
prepare for the trip having no food to offer them. However, I did take
my first-aid kit from the car before I left and was able to cover a deep
cut in Licutenant Metz® head which had stopped.bleeding. I did not
consider it advisable to remove the other bandage for fear of causing
the wound to bleed again.

“At this point Dan Griego left us to go down the canyon and build
fires at intervals in order that the men could rest when we came up to
them.. Adolph Goemmer and I removed the shoes from the men and wrung out
their socks and dried them before the fire. Lieutenant Metz had _
overshoes but his feet were wet due to snow getting in the tops. Sergeant
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Watkins only had a pair of oxfords and thin cotton socks. His feet .
were cold but I did not believe they would. freeze as long as his socks ,
were wet. In fact, we all had wet feet for the men often walked 1in.the
creek which was free of snow. We followed their tracks at all times

for we did not want to lose the trail and consequently our feet became.
soaked. ;

"There is no trnil in the canyon and we worked our way slowlv over
windfalls and often sank waist deep in the snow. Lieutenant fetz was able to
walk unassisted but it was necessary to help Sergeant Watkins at.all
times. While Adolph Goemmer went ahead to pick out the best trail I
stayed with the aviators to assist them. Both men were worn out but I.

did not consider it advisable for them to stop for the night was getting
colder. At intervals we were forced to wade the creek due to the rock
walls which are exceptionally numerous in this canyon. The water was
icy cold but the stones were balls of ice and we could not step on them.

. -"The falls on Chaparral Creek threatenad to become an impassable
barrier but Adolph Goemmer scouted around and finally found an old log
trail for nearly a half a mile and finally came to Asa Arnold's cabin.
Unfortunately the. cabin was not.occupied having been - ‘abandened fox the
winter. It was approximately 10 o'’clock when we reached the cabin,
having taken us nearly four hours to travel less than two miles. However,
we had almost expected to find a car waiting for us and learned later one
had left about 9:30 from this place. Since there are so many canyons
radiating from the Spanish Peaks it was difficult for the other:parties
to determine which one wc would finally come dowm. Had the men followed
the Peaks trail it would have been possible for us to have gone to .
Vernon's ranch at the mouth of White Creek. ,

"Although worn out we did not dare stop with the expectation of a.
car coming in at a later hour. However, the men cheered considerably at
the dight of the bare ground and the cabins after hours of toiling in
the ‘deep snow in the darkness. Dan Griego again left us .in order.to be
free to travel as fast as he could to the nearest telephone. We were
able to walk abreast on the road and I put Sergeant Watkins arm about
my shoulders to help him along. Although Lieutenant Metz was badly cut
he quickly recovered from the physical exertion of wading through the
deep snow and was able to procced without assistance.,

"We were approximately 200 yards from the highway when we S"W’the
iights of a car stopping at the gate. We waited for 4t to reach us and
we were surprised to find-a group of army officials in it. Lieutenant
Brown, M.°D., was in the party anc epoke to the aviators. They assured
him they were 2ll right and we piled into the car which was already
badly loaded. I told the doctor he could take the men to my house in
. 'La Veta, but he had already made his headquarters at the Galassini ranch
only a quarter of a mile distant. Dan Griegc told me later he had
difficulty getting past the guards at this place or he would have met
ug sooner. We reached the ranch at 10:50 p.m., which at this time was
crowddd with Army officials and a number of local people. I did not
realize how fatigued I was amtil I was in the warm room. for a few .
minutes. My legs were soaked nearly to ny knees but by feet were warm
due to walking.- oA
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"I remained at the Galassini ranch until 1:30, during which time the
doctor attended the pilots. Mord army men arrived from Pueblo and I
cffared to 'assist them in' getting to the plane the next day. This offer
was ' accepted by Lieutenant Ord who appeared to be in charge. Since T
had been'one of the first to reach the plane He wanted me to examine it
the next deay to'see if anything had been touched after we left. During-
all this time numerous calls were made by the Army officials to the base
at Pueblo telling them the aviators were safe and to make arrangements to
remove the wreck. ‘I arrived home at-2-a.m. -

"The ' next nmorning I made“arrangements with the County Commissioner
in La Véta to assist the Army offcials in opening the'road to the scene
of the crash. At this time I did not know what tyne of equipment wouldd
bé- sent in'to do the work and theé officldls were anxious to remove the
plane as soon as possible. However, the plow-sent in from Pueblo proved
to be of a rotary type and removed the- hardnbacked 8now with ease.

e accompanied the army officilals and we arrived at the wrecked
plane about noon. 3Before leaving I asked them if-they had an ax with
the trucks since one was neeéded to remove a tree which had ‘blown across
the road. They were not certain and 1 took one from my aquipment. - This
proved to be the only one and wz2s used to cut a-few trees and to remove
the wings from the plane.¥ ' ~

"Part of the plane was hauled to the read during the afternoon. The
body of the plane was:intact although badly warped and was .removéd in. one
plece. This was drapged behind a truck to Spring Creck since the trailer
ca which it was 'finally placed was 45 feet long and could not maneuver
around-the sharp turns. During the sarly afternoon of November 12th all
nf the wreckage had been removed. TFrom the moment the army officitals
arrived until they left guszds were stationed on the road and no cne
was allowed to get near the wrack.” -

Other infornation on the crash as repotted by the: Jvrld Indenendent of -
Walsenburg Cclorado, November 12, 1942 is as follows'

"The crashed plane was ‘a sihgle-motored ehip of ‘the basic trainer '
type. The plane was one of four flying from Lowry Field in Deamver to
Luke Fiald at Chandler; Arizena. -The fliérs in the crashed plane were
Licutenant Robert L. Metz of Tecumseh , Oklahoma, and Technical Sergeant
Rnland M. Watkins, Jr.s *f“Kansas City‘ ' . :

- "Credit for quick and efficient rescue work in bringing the two
U. S. Army fliers to safety after the pair had floundered around in deep
snow and cold in an effort to reach civilization should go to a number of
residents of La Veta and surrounding territory. Large parties were
recruited in short order ‘and the plana found within a few hours after it
had crashed in 'spite of the fact that it was lvcatedln some ‘of the wildest
territnry of Huerfanc County. : .

"Mrs. Ada Vernon noticed tha plane in distress before it fell and
spread ‘the alarm.'  Shortly thereafter a party was on its way.

"Members of the crew who made up the main party were Lou Coleman,
George A. and Pete Goemmer, Leslie Bruce, Lew Cummings, forest ranger,



and Dan Griego, another member ~f the ranger force. Guided by the circling
of another plane in the squadron, they nmade their way to the spot,-and
later, three of them tracked the fliers and found them ini Chaparral canyon.

"Meanwhile othars in-the vicinity had ioined the search, including
Mr. and Mrs. Furlong who were at the Cucharas Camps at the time, Mrs.
H. E. Magee, Mrs. Albert Jameson, Mrs. Vernon, and a number of others.
Several went from Walsenburg, including the Rev. Francis Bottler of
St. Mary parish, who was equipped te administer the last rites of the church
in case of need. ; y :

"Father Bottler's party, including H. S. Xaltenbach and James Madison,
were contacted by the plane from the air, the pilot . dropping a map of the
location of the plane to then as they tiade ‘theilr way up the mountain.
However, the main body had already found the ship were 1t lay some 400
yards from the Apish pa Pags road.

: "Undersheriff Carl Swift of Huerfann County, in praising the quick
and efficient work of the searching parties, said Army officers who arrived
here to take charge of the men and the plane reported that they had never
seen such splendid cooperation., Undersgheriff Swift, Deputy Clauds

Vallejns and Charles Galassini, as well as azn officer, met the patty as it
emerged from the canyon. ' i

’Séachers from Las Animas County side of the pass encountered
extremely bad conditicons, and were unsuccessful in reaching the plane
from that point.™

Another plane crash cccurred &én the Spanish Peaks District during the
evening of March 25, 1943. This was a larse, four-engine plane and the entire
crew was killed. The plane was headed towards Pueblo from a base in New Mexice
and is presumed.to ‘have gotten off course after leaving Trinidad. Since there
1s no high country between Trinidad and Pueblo the plane was flying low and
consequently crashed into the mountains.

The ‘plane was reported low by William Smith when it appeared over the-
City Ranch on the North Fork. A minute or so later it crashed into the side
of the mountain and immediately burst into flames. All the men were instantly
killed and the bodies badly mutilated and burned, almcst beyond recognition.
Several of the engines rolled into the gulch below for a considerable distance.

One of the first to reach the scene was Game Warden C. M. Scott of
Trinidad. Mr. Scott assisted the army officials in removing the bodies and in
suppressing the fires in the fallen snags which were ignited when the hich-
octane gasoline exploded and burst into flames. So far as known nothing was
salvaged from the plene and the enginee were reported to have been dynamited
to pravent removal inﬁact.

The plone crashed in avproximately Sectiom 15, Tcwnship 32 Snuth, Ranﬂe
69 West, on ‘a open ridre. Conditions on the ground showed that the plane
barely overtcpped tha ridge for it had cut off the tops of the aspen for some
distance fxom whaere It struck the ground. Had the plane cleared the ridge it
would undcubtedly have crashed into the main Sangr: de Cristo Range in a2 more
remotae and wilder spot.
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Namas of Featuraes

_The origin of the names of creeks and mountains usually puzzles one ;
without a knowledge of the history of the country. Obviously some names have
been derived from.early settlers and in some cases these can be traced by old
records. The maps of the San Isabel forest have been revised over a period
of years in some instances the names of features have changed entirely. . On
the map of 1920, Bear Creek, en the north side of the East Peak, is shown as
Arapaho Creek. This name is also shown om the G. L. O. plat of Township 30
South, Range 67 West, dated September 8, 1874. However the geological map of
the Spanish Peaks Quadrangle, edition of 1900, shows the names to be Bear
Creek. The 1920 base map of the forest shows Echo Creek to be Pine Creek.
The former is more appropriate considering the large number of rock walls, or
dikes, which allow echoss to reverberate through the canyon, .

Silver Mountain is shown as Dike Mountain on the Huerfamo Park geological
map of 1900. This map also shows the Ric Grande Railroad extending up South
Veta Creek to the Muleshoe and thence over La Veta Pass. The present location
of this railroad is up Middle Creek and thence over Veta Pass, crossing over the
nountains at the small station known as Fir. -

The Spanish Peaks quadrangle, édition of 1897, also shows several changes,
aspecially araund Trinidad. This map shows a rallroad fron Trinidad southwest .
into Longs Canyon. This railroad is called the "Union Pacific Denver and Gulf
Railroad, Catskill Branch." It is also shown on the map between Aguilar and
Trinidad and is now the Colerado and Southern R. R. The railroad from Trinidad
to YWeston is not shovm on this edition of the map. : ; .

Cucharas. In Spanish this mcans spoons. The old maps show this as
Cuchara Creek, not the plural form. However, the G. L. O. plat of 1883 gives
the spelling of Cucharas. : -

Spanish Peaks. Thesc are now called.the West Spanish Peak and the East
Spanish Peak. Otherrnames are "Huajatolla,” meaning "Breasts of the World."
and "Los Dos Hermanos," meaning "Two Brothers.” - '

Culebra. This is a Spanish name meaning "Snake.” The Culebra range is
an offshoot or extension of the Sangre de Cristo Range and extends into New
Mexico. - ; '

Trinchéré feak. This peak is_lodéted on the Culebra Range. The name in
Spanish means trench or intrenchnment.

Purgatoire River. The full neme for this river is “El Rio de Las Aninas
Pardidas en Purgatorio,” (The river of lost souls in purgatory). It is also
locally known as the “"Picketwire." Within the forest it is called the '"North
Fork." :

Las Animas. Spanish for "The Souls.”
Huerfano. Spanish for "Orphan." This name is derived from the pinnacle

of lava just east of the bridge on Highway 85 on the south side of the Huerfano
River.
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La Veta. Spanish for "The Vein:""?fobably derivad itrom the weins of coal
in the surrounding areas.

Wahatoya. English pronunciation for Huajatolla. (See Spanish Peaks)..
Guajatoyan. Spanish Pronunciation for Huajatolla.
Zarcillo. Spanish for earring. The explanation for this name is as

follows: In the early days. a Spanish American saw a rock formation in the head
of a canyon that resembled an earring and called the canyon "iZzarcillo.™

Boyd Mountain, Prdbébly named from Levi or Solomon Boyd who had homesteads
in this area, :

Baker Creek. Probably named from W, A. Baker who had a honmestead on this
creek about a mile west of the Cucharas highway. g

Story Creek. Piobably naméd from Wallace or John Story 'whn settled in
this area. Both men are mentioned in Ranger Boyd's diary of January 6 and 7,

Devil's Stair Step. HName given to a rock wall south of La Veta fron its
step~like appearance. ' ! cu - .

Hills Branmch. Probably named from Dewey E Hills who homesteaded in this
area in 1883. Milton Hills also took up land in this vicinity in 1883,

Price Canyon. Local name given to the south branch of Indian Creeck. v 13
Probably named after Albert T. Price who took up a homestead at the mouth of the
canyon. in 1893. . o ' PR

Hope Canyon. Local name given to a canyon just west of the junctdon.-of
Indian Creek and Price Canyon. R. B. Linscott has a prospect hole near the
mouth of this canyon. This canyon was probably named from-Daniel Hope who
did considerable prospecting in Indian Creek. '

There are other names, such as White Creek, White Mountain, Murray Creek,
Wade Canyon, Barnes Canyon, etc., named from families living in the community
during its early settlement. ' :

Forest_Officers

The Spanish Peaks District was originally created the Las Animas National
Forest on March 1, 1907. The following forest officers served on this
dtvision since that time. ’ G : g

D. E, Fitton. David E. Fitton was appointed Deputy Forest Supervisor on
April 13, 1907. Mr. Fitton was in Del Norte at the time and arrived at Trinidad
on April 15. On the 18th he made a trip over the forest, arriving at La Vetat
on the 20th in a snow storm. On his return to Trinidad on the 23rd he wired
Washington to transfer the headquarters for this forest to La Veta.

James M. Thompson. James M. Thompson was Assistant Ranger on the forest
from 1997 to 1908. The records show he was working on June 1, 1907, with
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headquarters at Hicks, Colorado. 1In a letter to Mr. D. E. Fitton under the
date of June 5, 1907, he states: "I will have to live in a tent this summer,
am unable to find a vacant house close to school.” ‘

From his letter and diaries it would appear Mr. Thompson had cﬁarge of the:
forest in Las Animas County. Mr. Thompson estimated the cost of constructing
a three-room house in 1907 as follows: ; '

5,466 feet of rough lumber ' $95.65

1,250 feet matched flooring . 50.00
Doors, windows, shingles, nails, ete. 80.55
! Total cost _ . 226,20

 The last entry in Mr. Thompson'’s diary is April 14, 1908, but there is no
record of his resigning at this time. s

Charles A. Whitney. Charles A. Whitney was deputy forest supervisor in
1908. After the Las Animas was combined with the San Isabel National Forest
in 1910 he remained at La Veta in charge of this district with the title of
Forest Ranger. He remained in charge until about May 15,1211 when Ranger
William Boyd took over with headquartérs in La Veta. My, Whitney resigned te-
go into the lumber business. '

Asa Arnold. Asa Arnold worked on the forest from 1907 uatil 1510,
presumably as an assistant forest ranger.

John William Bovd.- John William Boyd commenced work as Forest Ranger
about May 1, 1909 and continued as guch until sometime in 1919. Between ' =
Nowember 14, 1910 and May 15, 1911 he was ranger at Malachite. This move is
recorded in his diary as follows: ; ;

November 14, 1910. '"Got two wagons started out as soon as we could.
Attended to some little things of a personal nature, put ©v team to the buggy,
led one horse. ' Took my family and started at 10:30. Drove to Molachite.
Arrived at 5 p.m. Wagons. got in about 7 p.m. Storming most of the day.
Stopped overnight at the Malachite Hotel. ? - .

November 15. "Unloaded my things onto the ground as the house was not in
shape to get them in, being pretty well filled up with apples and different
things. Helped get the stuff out of the house, put up the stove, heated
water to clean floors. Got some things jnto the house, stored balance in a
side room for the night. Stopped for night at the hotel. L

November 16. "Went out and hunted up a Mexican to get him to haul me a
load of wood. Built furniture out of goods boxes and helped to get things
unpacked and straightened around.”

Fugene Vories. Eugene Vories followed Bill Boyd as ranger. The first -
entry in his diary is September 1, 1919 and the last January 10,”1921.

Xarl Gilbert. Karl Gilbert served as ranger from February 14, 1921 until
some time in 1024. He raturned to the Spanish Peaks District in 1928 and
remained until 1937, resigning because of poor health. Gilbert's diary of
June &4, 1921 reads in part as follows: '

"With Supervisor Hamel enroute for Pueblo. We were vmable to cross
' the 8t. Charles River as the bridges had all been washed out. Mr. Hamel
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crossed on a cottonwood tree and I returned to Walsenburg.”

Another entry is as follows: September 21, 1921. '"Could not get over
to Blue Lakes from where I camped last nlqht as the hills are too'steep
for my packhorse - decided to cruise out some country where I had never
been, hit the Cucharas road-:and proceed to‘Blue:Lake. ‘My packhorse -
slipped. and fell into a canyon: kllling himself " ' T

Paul Gilbert Paul Gllbert was ranger on the Spanish Peaks district
during-1924 and 1925. ; R

Walter Oakes. Walter Oakes was rnager from 1225 until 1928.

_-Ralph Bryant. -Ralph Bryant was ranger from 1938 unti1'1942

Lewis A. Cummings. Lewis A. Cummlngs became forest ranger on the Spanlsh
Peaks district in February, 1942, .
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ADDITIONS .

Since additions will be made from time to time in this history it is
believed they should be inserted at the end of the original account instead
of attempting to place them under the various headings. When the history is
revised- at some future time the additioms can be included in the categories
to which they belong. '
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_ HISTORY OF HULRFANO COUNTY* - .~

Up to tﬁé year 1821 the'! "County of El Huerfano' was Spanish domain; then

it became part of the “province of Mexico.' In 1346 this province was cedad to
the United States; its northern boundary extending aléng the Arkansas River.y 1In

261 the Territory of Colorado was organized :and the boundary lines of Huérfano -
County were the boundary lines of the St. Vrain-Vigil Grant, containing 4,009,000
acres. It ineluded the St. Charles and ‘Greenhorn portions of Pueblo County, all
of 3ent, Las Animas, Bdca, ‘Otero, and Prowers Counties, ‘and all-of Huerfano-
County as it 1s today.® In 1867, by act of Leégislaturc; our county was reduced

to its present boundariés. ¥ g s o oeies eal’ g '

yuerfano i$ a Spanish word meaning “"orphan," and: Huerfano County gets its
name from the -lone rock butte which rises from the earth about .12 miles north
of Walsenburg. It is near -the place where the old wagon road from Pueblo'te
santa Fe crossod the fuerfano River. ‘The old Spanish road leading up from the
Arkansas, crossing the Sangre Pass to Fort Carland, Taes, and Santa Fe, also’ "
passed tnis rock. Later o stage ‘'station was located near the crossing, and at
one time John Ritter had a commissary -and banking buginess in comne¢tion with
it. he post office there was known as dutte Valley.

The first county scat was the Plaza of Carlos Ortiviayjalso. called Charles -
Autobees, on the Arkansas River near ‘its junction with~thelﬂuerfan0'RiVer. o LS
Later it was moved to oadito, where Ferdinand Meyer operated & trading pecot. o7
A flour mill was built there in 1857 by Judge Hayden. Charles Hayden was Sorn
there. One of his carly recollections was sceing huge wajzons with solid 'whecls
(wocden) waiting around the mill. ie also told m¢ he was nearly grown before
he had any pants cxcept those his mother made for him out of flour sacks with
a red stripe on them. ' SN ' CRRE = o

Walsenburg was first known as the Plaza dé Los Leones and had 'its beginning’
about 1859. Probably the first American to make his home there was iH. W. Jomes. '
He owned a ranch on the Cuchara River west of what is now Main Street in 1868.
He later sold it to Joseph Bouroy for a yoke of oxen and 2 hundred sheep. A
jetter from lirs. Jones reads, "We were isolated from all civilization, our -
housc was of adobe, with dirt floor and dirt reof, which leaked in every storm,
without comfort or convenience of anmy kind. Even the water we used had to be-
carried from the Cuchara River. My heart ached many times when I thought of
ny littls children, innocent of all civilization, growing up without associates’’
or schocling. Rumors of Indisns was far from pleasant excitement. The happiest
days of my 1lifc was when we traded our farm £0r a yoke of oxen and a hundred
gsheep, and left that isolated hamlet called Plaza de los Leones.’™ '

In 1873 Fred Walsen, Captain Hendren, Evaristo Gonzales, John Albert,
Joseph bouroy; and perhaps a few others organized Plaza de los Leones"into”a-
town and called it Walsenburg -in honor of Fred Walsen, owner of the largest
trading post in the county. Sometimes ho was also called "'The Kaiser." Also
in 1373 ‘a gigantic cinnamon bear ‘and two cubs were killcd by a ilexican citizen
about 200 yards above “Main and Seventh Strcéts. In 1883 my grandfather (denry
Strange) moved to Walsenburg and buillt the first two-story building (stone),
which is still in use. i ok : oA '

*By Mrs, Evelyr Capps Valker. :In'fA.Hiétory.pf La Veta Lodge No. 59, A. F. & .
a. il., La Véta, Colorado.” bLy oennett i, Stigall. Janm. 1, 1950.
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One of the oldust towns in the county is La Vaeta, which was first known as
Francisco Plaza. Colonel Francisco selected: this site for a home while on a
prospecting trip in 1834. La Veta is a Spanish word meaning “the vein." Some
authoritizs say this name probably refers to the numerous dikes radiating in all
directions .from the West Spanish Feak. -Hiram Vasquez said it was named by-
lexicans from.a vein of white mineral which they called “La Veta Tierra Blanca.”
de said the vein was:.located at the foot of Pinon ilill, end the mineral.was

used by natives to whitewasn their dwellings. . The rock was also known as "Yaso." |7~-

The old adobe plaza was built by Colonel Francisco about:the year 1862.
Colonel Francisco had as his partners denry Daigre and iHiram Vasquez. They .
traded with the Americans, Mexicans, and Indians, and alsp did some farming.

The first plow was made by Mr. Vasquez from a pinyon stump with points of
seasoned oak lasned to it with buckskin- thongs. The Hamilton brothers, James
and W. b. came to La Veta-in 1865: As Walter uamilton expressed it, “the gramma
grass was knee high.,” They drove a thousand head of wurham cattle here from
Missouri. They settled on.the ranch on the Abeyta, later known as the Firm
Ranch. Jin llamilton raised the- first patch of alfalfa for this.vicinity on the
Huajatolla. He also had the first bees; the first orchard, the first straw-
berries, and the first barbed wire fence. The first barbed wire was flat and
ribbon-like, and the carly settlers often saw deer and other wild animals caught
on it. : B, _ .

the first churcli, known as the Spanish Peaks Baptist Church, was organized -
in 1672 at the nome of Jr. James wrwin, 2 mile and a half east of La Veta. It
was the sixth Baptist church to be founded in the entire state. In 1875 a
school house of hewn logs and shutters for windows, dirt floor, and heriemade . .
benches was built iun the Martin meadow. Church meetings were helﬁ'there-until
the church was moved to La Veta in 1577.

The Indians played an important part in the history of our county.  Several
thousand Lte Iudians used to camp in the canyon between Baldy (La Veta Mountain
or Mouat. Mestas) and Siliver Mountains. these Indians also camped on the upper
Cuchara River.. Chief Canyatcha.and his Ute warriors made it quite uncomfortable
for the settlers, although they killed put one white man in this imnediate
vicinity. Yhat was 5illy Potts . ., . One azuthority said this was near the
Bascom Sager. ranch, and that his body was ncver found. Benton Canon said the
murder took place on Worth Veta Creck, and..several days later two Indians were
seen with the head of nilly Potts tied to onc of their saddles.

another Indian incident probably occurred in 1864 or 1865. A band of Utes
was camped near the Three Bridges. One day a band of Comanches came up the ;
creek. The Comanches were successful buffalo hunters, and had a way of dressing
nemselves to loock like buffaloes. A Ute scount, seeing them drcssed this way,
hurried to the Ute camp to get assistance to kill the big game. A party of
about 30 Gtcs rode down in a nurry and rode into the ambuscade - consequently
there was only_.one uUte left to ride to camp and tell the story. It is said the
settlers used tnc skulls of tho dead Utcs for soap.dishes. '

A favorite camping place of the Utes was a @ine-covergd.mesa on the upper
Santa Clara River. <{hief Shavanc's Indians camped in what is now. the Capps
pasture as late as 1881, ulidef Canyatqha's band frequently passed through.
Plaza de los Leones on their way to the Greenhorn. Quray and his band to the
number of about’ 2000 Indians ofton camped on the Huerfano River. Ouray and
ais wife, Chipeta, were young and exceptionally handsome and intelligent. = Mother -
often told how Ouray and about 400 Indians camped at their place on the Apache,
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and how thoy stayed until they drank the well dry. At amother timé just grand-
mother and the children were at home, and they kept hearing a peculiar and very
frightening sound. Grandmother sat up all night with a gun and an axe ‘in ber
hands. The next day there was no sign of Indians, so they ventured out to find
the sound was made by the wind blowing in a jug hanging from tha wally

A story-was told by Mr. -Sporlader that interested me. It was told when only
Hexicans lived in the Santa Clars Valley. It was called the "Story of the.
crowing rooster.” Where tne old governmment trail from Fort Garland to Fort
Union crossed: the prairic, betweoen what are now known as the:Arnold .and Capps
branches of the Santa Clara River, the loud crowing of a rooster was invariably
heard, no wmatter what time of the day or night one passed. At that time no
people lived in the vicinity and therc was not a chickeén nearer than Bear Creck.
The old trioil was well travelled then, and hardly a day passed without wagons
or horscmen passing by..  Theories-were advanced about' the rooster but nothing
was c¢ver solved. Mr. Sporileder says, “I, myself, heard. the esowing frequently:
it scunded as though the bird could not have been more than twenty stceps away,
so loud ond piercing was the cry.’” : The last man who heard the crowing was
Carmel Martinez, uncle of Shery Martines. -

Tae carldest scttlers in the county were the Spanish, whe retained the old
customs and ways of living with their gay fundangocz and cclobrations. - At
first there were only about half a dozen American familics. In the years 1éul
and 13638, besidus the men I have montioned, came Antolne La Lrie, ilate Fatlerson,
Joe nincaid, Aléx Levy, R. A. dayes, Jasper druce, Abnér Chastsin, Samuel .
Pattcrson, who was the leader of the Georgia Colony, A. H. Qulllians #.L. dMartin,
T. D. Creesy, M. Krier, Mr. Sporledcr, and the John srowns, who for purposes of
identity were known as O0ld, Young, Little, birty, end Coupling Pole. My father
came in 1%72. driving a tcaun of oxen called Tom and Jerry. he later homesteaded
on the Santa Clara, calling hils ranch the Sunnysdde Ranch. .

In i /u in one of the lettcrs written by John Ritter this informaticon was
given to his cousin: ‘A man to. travcl through this country wants to bz a jack
of all trades - drive bulls and mules, chop wood, and dig ditchies. If you clerk |
in 3 store you must speak Yexican. You need a pony to ride and a wmule to pack,
a pair of revolvers strapped to your side, and a big bowie knifc, and be able
to camp out like a soldior.’ In 1663 ne-wrote that snow was from three to ten
feet deep in the mountains, . Thereiwas no moncy and kittle food, cespecially
vegetables. In 1371 he said there was a campmaeting close by, just 50 miles
away. OGirls were beginning to come out and things locked better. In 1380 he
wrote that he thought of selliing out as the country around Cuchara where he had
homesteaded was getting too crowded and the shecp-were taking everything.

The following account of the uistory of luerfano County was published in
the World-Indcpendent, Walscenburg, Ceclorade, July:27, 1954.

"tha early history of Luerfano county is somewhat obscure. The first
settlers were undoubtudly the Utes and other nomadic hunting tribes.
wxplorers and fur troders used tie county for a stopping place.

'The first permanent settlers were apparently the people who settled
on the Cornelio Vigil-Ceranm St. Vrain land grant along the Huerfano River
over 100 yzars ago. <They were apparently a combination of Spanish and
French.
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"History says that from the early 1800°'s when the land was first
explored until 1858 there was little of importance in Colorado annals.
But: it was. during this perlod that Huerfano county was being settled.

”Accordlng to some hlstorlans a Fort was built by the upanlsh govern—
ment about 1720 in what was first believed to be La Veta, but more
recently thought to be at Yellowstone, also in Huerfano county.. Wherever:
it was, there seems to be no doubt that it was the first building construc-
ted by white men in what is now Colorado, and that it was erected in- '
Huerfano. g P |

"Tequisquita is mentioned as one of the earliest settlements: in the
county, but it apparently lasted only a short time. R

“John Albert, one of the last original Rocky Mountain trappers and one
of the few survivors of the: Taos massacre in ‘1847, erected the "Fort' on
the Cucharas river. Albert first came through Huerfano county during the
escape! from ‘the massacre in his bare feet in the dead of winter.

“"From 1504 to 1854 ‘Colorado was being included, in whole or in part,
in some half-dozen territories: French, Spanish, Texas, among others.

"It was 1860 that:the move for statehood, away from the Kansas terri-
tory, began. It was completed in 1861, the same year the first election
in Huerfano county was held.

“Huerfano was one of the 17 original counties in Coloradc and one .of
the first-to hold an eledtion to .organize the county officers.

"George Simpson was appointed county clerk by the governor of the
territory. The county stretched from the top of the mountain range to
Fort Bent on the Arkansas River and south to the Wew Mcxico line. Simpson
happened to live in Badito and since it was the custom to make the county
seat, by law, at the home of the clerk, Badito became one of the first, if
not the first seats of governmment in Colorado. Badito clung to this honor
for yvears and today one of the flrst county buildings still stands, at the

bend of the road.

"Autobes which is sometimes listed as the first county seat was a
ranch, owned by a man of that name, which was designated as an election
precinct ‘along the lower Buerfano River. ' ‘

"Walsenburg, after mich fighting and several elections; eventually
won the county seat in 1872 bccause of the natural bent of the population.

“The first school to be recordgd'in the county was also located at:
Badito. The first school records; - which may not be the earliest, show -
that a school was locatcd theru in lu€7

"When the county ‘seat Boved to Walsenbur9» Badito stopped progre531ng.'
The town was never incorporated and it remained a small country crossing.

" "Today the larzest town in ‘the original Huerfano grant'is Gardner, a

small but thriving community which serves the rich agricultural region.
Gardner was never incorporated either and its early history is known only
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to a few and almost impossible to obtain. It is known that one of the
largest early stores, of the variety’ still seen ‘in Westerd movies, was
located there and the building still stands 'complete with the hitching post
porch which was necessary for the settlers whOSe trlp to town was often a
three-day affair.' : cT . . -

LR 4 =1

TFara31ta is little buta cluster of homes anymore, although it was
at one time 'dnother ‘center for the area, w1th an interesting general store-
_ post officc and reportedly a passing p01nt for some of the. infamous des—
peradoes who gave the west notorlety

The follow1ng account of Huerfano County was also taken from the World-
Independent of July - 27 1954 P & A ;

“"Other stories rise from this: land over which six flags have flown.
The earliest travelers must have beerl the Indians who later! made way for:
the Spanlsh and French explorers, Loth of whom raised their flags. Itiis
even said the Conquistadores slept here. Later the flags’ of Spain, the
Republic of Texas, and the Colorado Territory flew before the American flag
was ralsed

“fhe first records of the county - date back to 1015 when De Munn and
Chouteau9 fur’ trappers, had a’ camp along ‘the Huerfano River. James Purcell,,
the first American to record entering Colorado, would have had to pass
through the country in hls 1805 trip, but he did not record the fact.

“The first permanent scttlers of whom there is any rccord came ‘in 1859
They were Jose Fabian Baca and Pedro Martinez and family, who settled on
the Huerfano River. Sotero Pino was planting crops here at the time, and
by November 1860 thp ”Plaz1 de Los Leones,’ was founded.

”In 1862 John Francisco, ﬂcnry pDaigre, John—Dellvera and others scttled
at the Francisco Plaza, now known as La Veta. :

It is rccorded that the census in 1859 was. 25 and in 1865 there were
25 bngllsh-speaking and 336 Spanlsh—spcaklng people9 mostly engeged in -
agriculture. E

"The plaza wns named after Don’ Mlguel Leon, another of the first
settlers and bore hls name until 1875 when it was rénamed Walsenburg.

hc orléinal Plaza was.built along an anc1ent tra11 which is now a -
major highway. In view of all the houses was the “fort," a haven in case
of necessity. In.a féw years ‘thére was a chutch, hotel, post office9 court—
house, hall 'and 12 houses. '

- “In 1876 the railroad reached Walsenburg and La Veta and the boom was
on. With the railroad came the opening of ‘the first mine, the Walsen, by
Fred Walsen. 7The opening of the coal mlnes brought a new 1nflux of c1tizens
and a new way of llfc. - . f

“Tn 1905 there wer & 23 saloons on what' was the fow blocks of Main Street.
Night and day, six days a week, and ‘until ncoon on Sunday the. :establishments
ran full blast. One old timer recalls his first sight of Walsenburg with a
glance through the window of a saloon at the gambling table loaded with chips,
cards, money and the ever-ready gun.
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1944

“The wlde dirt. Main street was spotted w1th houses and stores and the

.tity and -county goVernments had become established."

Another account of HUer’DO County was publlshed by noward L. Dclaney 1n
under the title All Our Yesterdays. This account is as follows:

There stands a few hundrtd yards to the tast of the brldﬂe where
ﬂlghway 85 crosses’ the Huerfano River today, a lonely little mountain,'
separated from its larger relatives by several miles - a sort of poor little
family runt thnat could not quite keep up with its high-flying older brothers.
Because it is- all alone, it was called 'huerfano,” a word meaning "orphan, !
by the early Spanish explorers. It is not really a mountaln,’or hardly a
hill either, for that matter. But because it rises sharply from the plain-
of the duerfano River, it acquires prominence as a landmark all out of
proportion to:its size. -Geologists. call it a volcanic plug Others, not
sc concerned about scientific accuracy, refer to it as a butte. Small ’
though it is, it.has given name to the Vast_area from which it springs -
Huer fano County. - :

"The California gold rush of 1849 increased the clamor for a trans-
continental railroad, a clamor that had: been growing.since the thirties.

~ In. 1853 Gongress appropriated $150,000 for the purpose of surveying several

possible routes to the Pacific from the Mississippi.. Two of. the surveying
parties came through this territory in that same year, one led by Captain
John W. Gunnison and the other by John C. Frcmont. Fremont's expedition
was financed by private capital, while Gunnison's was. an official United
States rallroad survey i

E"I‘o the south and west of Walsenburg a few miles rise the twin peaks,
the Huajatolla or Spanish Peaks, famous in legend and in history. The

oldest -tradition tells of a sort of Garden of Paradise which once existed

at the base of the fluajatolla, a place where pecple llved happily and
peacefully. Many are the tales told of lost gold mines. The numerous old
prospect holes ‘and abandoned mine :shafts bear testimony to the possible
truthfulness of the legends, or at least the fact that many a treasure
hunter, influenced by these stories, hoped they might be true.

“Just who first settled in what is now Huerfano County, or when, is
difficult, if not impossible,-to determine. Certainly the French and
American trappers were in this country in the beginning of the last century.

The first American te enter Colorado, at least in so far as there is any
record, was. James Purcell. .He traveled from South Park to New Mexico in
1805 over a route which would. take him through this vicinity. De Munn and
Chouteau, organizers of the first large fur venture in Colorado, had a
winter camp on the duerfano in 1815-1816.

”Georgt F Ruxton, tha young mngllsh adVLnturer and writer, who left

. Taos for the United States on January 1, 1847, tells of coming upon a

little settlement of erstwhile trappers between the Huerfano and the Green-
horn who had been forced to take up other means of earning a livelihood
becauseé of the decline in the fur trade. They had on hand some corn which
they raised in the ‘valley during the preceding summer. Ko record of their
name remains, or of how long these restless souls were ablt to stifle their
longing for the forest trails and beaver dams,.
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“Huerfano county, as originally organized in 1861, comprised the.area
which now constitutes the counties of Huerfano and Las Animas, together
with that part of Pueblo lying south of the Arkansas River and east of the
St. Charles River, and that part of Bent 1lying south of the Arkansas River.
The county was so inconveniently large that as its settlement progressed,
it was, with the common consent of the people, divided by an act of the
Territorial Legislature in 1867, when the present limits were established.
The organization of the county as a political entity in those first years
was little more than a figure of speech. Because the distances were so
immense and towns did not exist, official proceedings presented a real
problem. It is doubtful if the first county judge ever held court, and the
commissioners met only once during their term of office. After the division
it was the good fortune of the county to inherit about an equal porticn of
plain and mountain.

"The first permanent settlers of whom there is any record arrived in
1859, Jose Fabian Baca and an old blind man, Pedro Martinez, together
with his large family, settled on the Huerfano River about two miles below
the site of Badito. Sotero Pino, though his family lived at Costilla,
planted crops in this valley during the years 1858 and 1859. Rufino Wilkins
is believed to have moved into this same area early in 1860. By November
of that same year the "Placita de los Martinez' was certainly in existence.
There was a store in the placita, and a little to the east of the store, a
fenced cornfield.

YBetween 1860 and 1865 a number of persons from Costilla, Culebra and 1
Trinchera planted grain experimentally in the Huerfano and Cucharas valleys, -
though they did mot live here. In 1862 John Francisco, Henry Daigre, John
Delivera and a number of others settled in a beautiful spot now occupied
by the town of La Veta.

“The total population of the county at the end of 1859 probably
amounted to 25 persons. B8y 1861 it had doubled, and there were about 75
the following year. In 1865 thirty-five English-speaking and three hundred
and thirty-six Spanish-speaking voters made up the entire population,
content with the profits of their agrarian or pastoral lives. They were
without town, lawyer, doctor, or priest. Two or three little stores, with
their handful of nmerchandise, supplied the immediate and simple needs of
their customers. The distinguishing marks of a successful man, his refine-
ment and social standing, consisted of a good horse, a saddle and bridle;

a Colt revolver, and the ability to dance the fandango. Judging from the
stories about the Huerfano county of today which are printed in our city
newspapers rather frequently, one might gather that their editors haven't
heard that these ancient qualifications for standing in the community are
not- de rigueur nowadays.

“"In 1865 witnessed the beginning of the real settlement of the county.
The new arrivals came chiefly from Costilla, Culebra, Rio Coloradoc and
Conejos. La Veta, Walsenburg {then known as the Plaza de los Leones), and
Cucharas village sprang into being in 13566.

“"The infant village of Walsenburg, or as it was called at the time,

Plaza de los Leones, consisted of a few families gathered together in a spot
occupying hardly more than a couple of present-day city blocks. Most
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prominent among the inhabitants of the new town were Francisco Atencio,
Fred Walsen, August Sporleder, and Miguel Leomand his children.' It was
after Leon that the town was called for a few years. :

‘The growth of the Territory cf Colorado as a wﬁole had been 80 con=-
siderable: during the decade following Pike's Peak gold rush that a more
definite and: localized: ecclesiastical organization was required. duerfano
county, too, during these years was rapidly increasing in population.

In the fall of the 'year 1369 Bishop Machébeuf 'established the parish of
Our Lady of ‘the Seven Uolors at Walsenbure. ‘Facther Joseph Percevault was
appointed as .the first pastor. Father Percevaul- had, of course, neither church’
nor chapel in his pnew parish;, so he set about the business of building one. - The
necessary ground was purchased from Joseph Bourcy for the consideration of fifty
dollars. The site is now occupied by a storc on the northwest corner of Seventh
and Main. This first church was a'jacal building. To build a jacal, logs are
placed upright side by side:;in'a shallow trench. After the doors; windows, and
roof are finished, the logs are plastered with adobe.  Even to-this day a person
driving about the country: will sce a numb;r of" these old jacal structures still
in existence and use.

In July of-1376 the railroad reached Walsenburg, -and then continued on to
La Veta. This naturally resulted in a boom for both towns. Previsusly the
railroad had run about six wmiles to the east of the town. Nucharas City had
sprung up suddenly there. It became a town of some size, with street properly
laid out, trees and a-ditch for the public usé. Everything to insure a long
and prosperous futurc for this town was done. Its boosters hoped it would
quickly eclipse Walsenburg in siZe and importance. Then the railroad was moved,
and the end of 1876 saw the departure of the last inhabitant. Today all that -
remains are the ruins of the old hotal. =

One interesting bit of railroad history in the state has to do with La Veta
Pass. When the line reached its temporary terminus in Lo Veta in 1876, the™
chief engineer of the:Denver and Rio Grande Railway was ordered to make a::
survey of the pass with the idea of finding a route ‘through which trains could
be run into the San Luis Balley. Colonel Greenwdod, the engineer, returned after
a few days-examination and pronounced thc pass impracticable for railroad nur-
poses. Then General Palmer, presidégt of the road, and fx=-Governmor A.-C. Hunt,
managing director, made an investigation, and Hunt drew'a rough sketch 'én a ’
piece of paper of what he though was a usable route. This sheet of paper became
known as “hunt’s Goose igg,' a name given to -1t by the engineering department
of the railroad.: ihe eventual compl;tion of the road over the pass proved
who was in the right.

Coal was known to exist in tihe county for many years prior to the opening
of the first mine, because there are outcroppings of it in many places. lowever,
until some means of transporting the coal to market economically could be had,
there was no percentage in digging it out of the ground.. 'The coming of the rail-
road in the summer of 1876 brought with it. the promise of things to come, for it
meant that the principal resource of the county could now be exploited.-

Along towards the end 'of 1876, Frad Walsen opened the Walsen mine.  This

was located about a mile west of what then amountod to Walsenburg, and in this
same locality, the Camcrom and the Robinson were shortly afterwards developed.
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The start of coal mining created quite a burst of activity ‘The population
increased,’ as was to be uprCtEd, since there were jons to be had. -And suddenly
therce ware turut stores and tﬂrLu hoteéls. Lven a sense of ciVvic- consciousness:
blossomed forth where before-had flourished only thé yucca ‘flower. In 1877
shade trees were planted on Main Street - a thoughtful gesture on the part of
the city fatncrs since these provided a measurc of confort and protection from
the sun's heat‘ to &hh “‘town pnilosonher '

On August 24, 1873, a hedavy rain fell stuadlly for fully twelve hours.. The
river loft its banks, and rose to a height beyond anything which the “oldest
inhabitant could remember ever having reached before. All the area lying
along the river bottom (in Walsenburg) was inundated. Water reached to within
one foot of the window sills of the church (Catholic), and about two feet above
the stone foundation of the building. The structure was not swept away, nor
did it collapse irmediately.  But its adobe walls were softemed to such an extent
that they were dangerousiy weak. The ‘church tumbled down about a week later.
The samc £lood destroyed the rectory and the nhouse which had been intended for
a convent. .

Many of the things wnich® are considurcd 80 necessary-to amuco people today -
were lacking t¢ the community 55 years ago -(published in 1944), but that by:mo
means indicates that 1life was without exzcitement in thosc days. The curious
would, upon hiearing a shot ring out; hurry énto. their front porches in time to
see a body slump to the ground. Then there was the time when a young lady fronm
out of town ‘went down bright and early sonday morning to the office of the
Graphic and took two 'shots at the foréman. OUne ball grazed his nose and the
other his 3bdomen, but acither hurt him. Both parties were of high social
standing, and it ‘was quitn a scusation and .z surprise° .

"Money went a lot farther in thosc days. A man could, for instance,
receive for one whole vear the 'World' and the 'Denver Weekly Times’ and,
at no extra charge, the Works of Cliarles pickens in Twelve Large Volumes,
all for the trifling sum of $3.50. Or, fér $75 he could purchase a hand-
some surrey, complete with fringed top. If he didn't carc for s0 much
style, a very sturdy road buggy could be had for 528

“The advertised properties of some of the medicines which were avail-
able at the local drug stores would moke the curative gualities of =
recently-discovered wonder drug pale by comparison. Anyone could cbtain
imediate reliuz from diseascs whicih had been given up as hopeless, - just
like the young man who had been restorad to health and wife and job after
taking these rdmarkable pills for only a few days, even though he had
prcviously bben confined to his bed for a full year with consunption.

“The years 1913 and 1914 wore troubl¢d by an outbreak of a particularly
vioient type of industrial warfare. A strike was called for September
23, 1913.° The miners demandad 3 ten percent increase ‘in pay, cnforcenent
of Colorado mining laws in regard to such matters as frecedom to select
tholr own doctors, boarding houses, eating-places, the observance of the
cight-hour day, health and safcty measures, and not the least- important
of their demands was thce recognition of theilr union.

“Ihe United tiine Werkers of hmerlcan sent their best organizers into
the southern coal fields, while the mine ownors imported professional
strike-breakers to keep nmines operating in spite of the strike. The
Colorado watinoal Guard was sent into the field to maintain order, but the
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militia failed in this because it was regarded by the strikers as the pro-
tector of the operator's interest. Violence broke out between it and the
strikers, culminating in the Ludiow massacre on April 20, 1914. Several
deaths occurred in and around Walsenburg because of the strike. Eventually
it was necessary to move Federal troops into the district to establish
peace.

“One day in the spring of 1914 when a particularly violent battle was
in progress in the west end of the town, word came from the sheriff's office
that the children were to be kept in the school until their parents came
for them. About ten children were kept overnight in the school by the .
Sisters on that occasion.'

Early Settlers

John Albert. John Albert trapped on the Cucharas River as early as 1834.
He was the only survivor of the Taos massacre. TIwenty-six children were born to
him. ie spent the last years of his life in Walsenburg.

Colonel Ceran §t. Vrain. §t. Vrain and Cormelio Vigil were the recipients
of a land grant from the Mexican govermment in 1844 of some 4,000,000 acres.
This was known as the Las Animas Grant. Huerfano County was part of that grant.

Fred Walsen. Fred Walsen opéned the first coal mine in Huerfano County.
Walsenburg was named after him, and he was the town's first mayor.

A. L. Levy. A. L. Levy was one of Walsenburg's first merchants.
Walsenburgs leading citizens in the 70's. Captain James Thompson, John

Chapell, Jonn Albert, Fred Walsen, T. L. Greesy, A. R. Cempbell, Charles Mazzone,
Isaac Dailey, Henry Strange, Frank Duhume, John E. Brown, August Sporleder.

“In 1910 there was another flood in Walsenburg and considerable water
flowed down Main Street from one side of the strect to the other.”

La Veta®

The beginning of the town of La Veta was in 1862, when Colonel John M.
Francisco, Henry Daigrc, and Hiram Basquez built a fort on the site of the
present town. This fort was of adobe, built around. a square in which was a
well. This inside square was 100 feet each way. The buildings of the fort en-
closed the square completcly except for a wide entrance in the middle of the
north side. This entrance was closed by a heavy gate. The inner area was large
enough to shelter wagons and stock against Indians and thieves. The buildings
were onc story high, with thick, dirt roofs, almost flat but sloping a little
towards the inside, and with a parapet all around the outer edge for protection
to riflemen who might be defending the fort against enemies. The north and west
portions of this old fort are still standing and in use as dwellings. . The
southwest portion has been worked over by Mr. and Mrs. John Penne and made into
a modern home. The north portion is very much as it must hve been when it was

*iistory of La Veta Lodge No. 59, A. ¥F. & A. M., La Veta, Colorado. By Bennett
M. Stigall. January 1, 1950.



built except for the ravages of time. A monument now stands on the site of the
well. This monument bears the following inscription:

1862 = - 1926
THIS MARKS
THE FRANCISCO PLAZA
ERECTED FOR PROTECTION AGAINST INDIANS
PLACED OH SITE OF
THE FIRST PLAZA IN LA VETA
BY
{UERFANO CdAPTE? _
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
WALSENBURG, COLORADO

Henry Daigre was the first white man to settle in this area. Hiram Vasquez
arrived in the spring of 1862, or, possibly 1863. When he arrived Henry Daigre
was already on the ground with 16 herders, mostly Mexican and French. Colonel
Francisco arrived in the fall of 1862.

Mountain ‘Indians and Plains Indians were still in possession of most-of the
country around the land used by Francisco and Daigre, and there was often danger
of attack by one or another of the tribes. In a few years the Indians were
removed from the Cucharas country, first into the San Luis Valley, later farther .
west. But for a good many years bands of them used to come through and camp here
and there. One old campsite was in what is now part of Levy & {incaid's ‘hayfield,
just below the highway as it goes up Pinyon Hill one mile north of La Veta.
Another campsite was near the point on the La Veta - Cucharas Camps Highway -
that is now commonly called "The Three Bridges," just above the Casual Ranch.

In. those quy days there was an Indian trail which went up Indian Creek
and over the Culebras. This was used in pioneer days to pack flour from Fort
Garland. ‘Yhe present highway over La Veta Pass was not built until shortly
before the railroad was built following the same route. (After a few years the
railroad Was moved from this first route to the one it now follows). This road
over La Veta Pass was at first a toll road, the "Baldy Scott Toll Road,” but was
abandoned as a toll road after the’ railroad was built.

The railroad - narrow gauge - reached La Veta in 1876. The track ran up
Main Street and past the Plaza. The depot was in the Plaza. The first tele-
graph was strun" to the ‘town in the same year. The first passenger train went
up to La Veta Tass in June 1877.

The post office in La Veta was established in 1881, 'Uncle Billy"” Hamilton
was the first postmaster. He lived in the Plaza and the post office was-in the
Plaza alsc. In the bebinnlno the mail was brought in on horseback., It is said
when the mail arrived *Uncle billy" would spread it out on the floor and let
each comer claw through the pile for his mail. Wowever that may be, the amount
of incoming mail was small.

The first school in La Veta was opened in 1875, in Martin's meadow, ‘‘near
where the Walsenburg highway crosses the Cucharas, just below Pinyon Hill, almost
on the site of the old Indian camping place. It was, of course, a one-room
district school.

vuring these early years game was abundant around La Veta. It is reported
that in 1862 there were in the area 14 buffalo, a big herd of antelope, plenty
of deer, a few elk, and a few mountain sheep on the higher mountains. The
buffalo, elk, and antelope were later killed off.
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In the mountains, and even in the foothills, bear, both black and cinnamon,
were common. There were occasional ‘‘grizzles,' too. Charley Mack, at least,
killed a "“silver tip” which must have been a grizzly. Wild goats were common in
the woods and in rocky bluffs. Mountain. lions were not uncommon.

Beaver and muskrat have always been common in this region. In the days
of the ‘‘mountain men’ much trapping for beaver and other fur-bearers was carried
on, and the history of this activity would match in adventure and romance, in
“tall tales" and exciting real history, the history of other great centers of
trapping. John Albert was trapping along the Cucharas as early as 1834.

01d- legends relate that the Spaniards carried on extensive mining operations
in this region, particularly in the Spanigh Peaks. The mining of Spaniards
seems always to have meant the search for gold and silver. Hewever: so. far as
any credible records show very little .gold or silver has ever been found in this
region.

From the beginning the leading industry of the region around La Veta has
been the raising of cattle and sheep. In the very early days the cattle were
mostly, if not altogether, Texas longhorns. Often herds were driven in from the .
south to be fattened on the ranges around La Veta. In more recent times,
Herefords nave supplanted the old~time inferior breeds, and a number of ranches
have grown inte matiomal reputation for their herds of pure-bred Herefords.

From 1876 to 1882 La Veta was governed by a Board of Trustees, of which the
first chairman was Colonel John M. Francisco. 1In . 1832 the town became a
municipality and elected G. k. McComb its first mayor. By that time the Indians
were gone, ‘and tne little town beran to take on new life,

In our pioneer period Pvildoers were OECen dealt with very summarily.. ‘There
was, as in other regions; a'certain amount of "rustling' of cattle and stealing
of horses. The ranchmen had an informal association for the suppression of such .
depredations, and when such.crimes: showed up the ranchmen were-called out to
help with the search for the stolen property and to catch the criminals. After
such a search had been carried out the men gullty were likely to disappear and
to be remembered only by their demise on some convenient cottonwood tree. At
times even a pinvon might be made to serve.:. The lagt ‘mob hanging® took place
in 1881; when a certain Del McCrumb was strung up on a pinyon tree near where
the Abeyta bridge now stands. This was about six miles east of town, near where
diphway 160 crosses sorth Veta Creek.

In 1903 an electric plant: was installed in our town, chiefly for ‘the pur-
pose of furnishing lignt for the town. .Current was produced by a water mill
about half a mile northwest of town. In 1917 the electric system was hooked up
with the larger plant located at Trinidad; and since that time all current has.
been obtained from the Trinidad plant.

43 early as the 1ace:1370's La Veta had a newspaper. That- original newspaper
disappeared long ago, -and its files have also disappeared. "The Huerfano Herald"
was published in La Veta from 1871 to 1873. It was the only newspaper in_the
county in those days. At the end of its third yvear it moved to Walsenburg.

These old papers contain many a story of mining ventures, murders, elections,
social affairs, school reports, business activities that reflects the pioneer
conditions that prevailed in tiis country in those years. The advertisements .
indicate a very active commercial life. There were more businesses in the town
at that time than there are now. :
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It is not certain whether or not there was a newspaper in La Veta between
1883 and the late 189)'s. The "La Veta Advertiser" was first issued in 1895.

The .water system of the town was installed in 1904, with two reservoirs a
mile southwest of the town ‘on much higher ground, so that a high pressure is
maintained. The sewer district was created in 1921. For some years prior to
1938 Main Street had been macademized with crushed shale and rock. But in 1338
uighway 11 and Main Street were paved with blacktop from the junction with
tHighway 160, five miles east of town, to the south end of Main Street. Some of
the side streets are paved with crushed rock. In 1937 the school plant, of
which the original unit was built in 1911, was enlarged and improved by the
addition of a gymnasium and a front corridor together with some working over of
the interior of the building to make it serve the needs of the community more
effectively.

The baptists were the first denomination to organize their congregation.
They organized in 1872. Their first building was located about a half-a-mile
north of the present railroad on the f£flat near where Highway 111 crosses the
Cucharae, as you go toward Walsenburg. It was built in 1874. . In a few years:
the center of town nad become fixed about where it is now. The Baptists moved
their building from the old location to its present site in 1877.

The methodist congregation was organized in 1881l. The first church building
of the congregation was located on the north side of Francisco Street, half way
between Main Street and Birch Street. (This building was later used as a cheese
factory). It was built in 1831 of adobe, later covered with weather boarding.

In 1927 the Methodists built a handsome brick church on Main Street.

For many years the Catholics of La Veta worshiped 'in St. Mary's Church in
Walsenburg, indeed until about 1936. +They then began having services in La Veta.
At first Mass was said in Strangers all, a short distance west of the hotel.
When this building was taken over for business purposes iMass was said for a time
in Kincaid Hall, over sincaid’s “0ld Reliable™ general store. In 1944 they
began coastruction of a large, imposing church on south Main'Stregt,- This
building is of adobe and timber, and the best southwestern style in architecture,
Mass was first said in this buiiding in 1949, and is still being said by an
assistant pastor from St. Mary's Church, there being no resident pastor.

The Presbyterians of our community organized in 1881. For some years they
met in various places, sometimes in homes, sometimes in some public pilace. This
group was small but very esarmest. For a number of years they had no pastor, but
some member of the congregation acted as leader. About 1893 they built a church,
the one which they still use, '

The Seventn~day Adventists organized as a congregation about the year 1895.

They bullt their church building not 1onc after that time. Their congregation
numbered about” 40. ;
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Early La Veta Settlers*

Henry Daigre. :ienry Daigre was born in 5t. liermas Province, Quebec, about
15 miles from Montreal, in tue year 1832. The first fifteen years of his life
were spent in his native locality. but eventually the restless spirit of youth
took him to the state of dew York, where he secured employment in a store. in
1353 he wen; to wouisiana, later to webraska. In 1857 he drove an ox ‘team from
Leavenworth, Kansas, to Fort Bridger, Utah. ile joined a batallion for fighting
the Mormons. In June, 1858, he was honorably discharged, and in 1860 he drove
a team to Fort Garland, which was then a part of wWew Mexico, and remained with
Colonel Francisco. The next year these two men located on the present site of
La Veta, where they built the plaza and raised a crop of wheat. Mr. Daigre spent’
some time afterwards in Mexico and Florida. '

ile took an active part in community affairs, being county treasurer in 1873,
tounty judge in 1877, and acted as deputy sheriff and deputy assessor. lHe was
twice mayor of La Veta. At the time of the first railroad he and Colonel
Francisco owned over 1700 acres of land and donated the right-of-way, site for
depot, etc., besides 200 acres for a town site. He died on March 22, 1922.

diram W. Vasquez. Hiram Vasquez was a son of Louis Vasquez, partner of Jim
Bridger in trade with the Indians of Wyoming. He was born about 1839 or 13490.
His birthplace is given as Independence, Missouri. About 1842 his father moved
from western Missouri to Fort 3ridger, Wyoming, where he was later kidnapped by
a band of Shoshone Indians. VWhen he was eight or nine years old his Indian band
made a trip to the mountains above Salt Lake City, then only a small village.
e begged the Indians to take him into town but they refused. After the party
had left the Camp, *'Hi'' slipped off and went to town on his own account. He was
picked up by a white man who could tell he was a white child in spite of his
Indian makeup. ie was restored to his parents and they moved back to Missouri,
le came West again in 1862 or 1363 to escape the draft in the Civil War, Soon
after he arrived in La Veta he began working with Francisco and Daigre. By 1865
the number of cattle in the Cuchara Valley had grown until during the year and
the two years preceding it, 6,000 head are reported to have been driven to Fort
Bascom and sold to the army. idiram Vasquez handled these drives, the cattle '’
being owned by St. Vrain, Francisco, and Daigre. A caw and a calf sold for $15,
a five-year steer for $20. Vasquez worked for and with Francisco and Daigre
for two or three years., For a time he farmed in the upper Cuchara Valley.

In 1666 he took up a ranch in the Apishapa Valley and continued to operate
that ranch until his return to La Veta about 1902. He died in La Veta, June- 7
1939 and is buried in the La Veta cemetery.

The mettle of the man is shown by a story which he told me of his experience
during a time he’ ran sheep in the Mesa de Mapa country east of Trinidad. This
was while the so-called war between the cattle and the sheep mén was going on in
southern Colorado. (This war never became so bitter in this region as it did in
Wyoming and other regions). One day his Mexican sheep herder came in to their
main camp and reported that a cormmittee of cattle men had come to him and warned
him that they had to take their sheep out of that country right away or suffer
the consequences. The herder was badly scared. Hi told the herder to move the
sheep down into the canyon where they would be hard to reach without coming past
the main camp. ile told him to sit tight until the cattlemen paid him a visit,

*iistory of‘La Veta Lodge do. 59, A.F. & A.M., La Veta, Colorado. By Bennett
M. Stigall. January 1, 1950.
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In a8 few days a party of the cattlemen came to their camp and told Hi that he
had to get out. They were pretty ugly about it, making direc threats. il said
he had his camp in a’place well sheltered by cliffs and rocks, a place from '
which it would be very hard to dislodge him, and which could be defended by one
man against ‘a8 good-sized bunch. he sald he had plenty of supplies on hand and
also plenty' of ‘ammunition for guus. “kow, see here,” he told the cattlemen,
this is my ‘camp’’ lhls is where I am running my sheep. You'll have to kill
me before ¥ou Tun my sheep out or kill them. You known right where to find me.
Come on and try to drive me out just as soon as you feel like it. That's the
word with the bark om it.” The cattlemen never came back, and he never heard
from" them again. (See under Indian Battles for other exploits of iliram Vasquez).

Colonel John M. Francisco. Colonel Francisco made his first trip across
the plains in the summer of 1339. Coming to Santa Fe, New Mexico, from there
he went on south into 0ld Mexico, but Mexico did not welcome Americans in those
days. ie came back to Santa F¢ and thence returned to Missouri, soon after
going to Wisconsin for about a year. ie then returned to Missouri and engaged
in trading in St. Louis, with a few trips to the southwest to trade with the
Indians. In the spring of 1847 he returned to the West with a large outfit
soing to Santa Fe. He located in Taos for several years, supplying American
troops with grain, hay, and beef. In 1851 he located at 0ld Fort Massachuesetts,
in Costilla County, remaining there until’ the spring of 1B862. Having purchased
lané from the Vigil-St. Vrain he located on the prusent gite of La Veta, building
an adobe fort. lere he, in company with Henry Daigre, farmed extensively for
several years, or until thé arrival of the white settlers, who forcibly seized
nis lands and disputed his title. The case was carried to the courts, and sfter
scveral years of litigation only a portion of his original purchase was confirmed
to him by the govérnment. After the coming of the railroad he retired from
active life, leading a life of quiet content among his fcllow citizems, soO
quiet and unassuming that many failed to perceive his true value as a man and
the nobleness of his character.

In the deathof (olonel Francisco, Colorado loses one of her wost interest-
ing chracters. His active life in the state covers that interesting period
which marks the transformation of a trackless wilderness into an industrial
empire of civilization and progress. ie came to the West when it was peopled
only by the savages in wigwams, with an occasional settlement of the rude
civilization of the Mexicans, and became an active figurc in the commerce of the
early days, bringing civilizing influcnces that made this wilderness a garden
of plenty. dc was associated with many of the historical men of those early
days, and enjoyed their confidence and esteem, and materially aided them in
tiieir work for the West,

He died at La Veta, Colorado, March 10, 1902.

William B, Hamilton. Uncle Billy Hamilton, as he was known to people
throughout this region, was borh in Westport; Missouri, in 1845. 1In 1862 his
father moved the family across the plains to California, where they stayed two
years. -About 1865 Uncle Billy went to Jew Mexico with an ox team. dHe then
returned to Missouri. For a time he was in the business of freighting in Kansas,
dew Mexico. Arizoma, and Colorado. His first visit to Colorado was in 1867.

That year he wintered his cattle in the Arkansas Valley and was so pleased with
the results that he began raising cattle in the region north of the Spanish °
Peaks.
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e was the first postmaster of La Veta, which was then known as Spanish
Peaks post office. He was appointed to this office in 1871. 1In 1891 he was
elected mayor of cueblo, being in the livery and transfer business. With the.
advent of the automooile, ne weunt back to ranching, this time on the upper §t.
Charles River in Pueblo County.  In 1230 he retired from ranching and- moved
back to La Veta, living once more im the Plaza. e died in La Veta uovember 13,
1935.

Joseph raylor wincaid. Joseph Kincaid was born im Morganton, iorth Carolina,
January 2, 1653. When he became twenty-one years old his father gave him a
mule, which he sold for cash witih which to buy a ticket for the West. He worked
with a road construction crew for a short time and then ¢came to La Veta from
benver, part way by ox and team, and the rest of the way behind a team of horses,
arriving nere in laren, 1674. For awhile he hauled freight from Pueblo, the
nearest railroad town, to Taos, New Mexico, and other points west. He did this
for 2bout a year and then returned to La Veta and bought out a claim about five
miles down the creek from La Veta.

William Thomas Sharp. Tom Sharp, as he was known to 2ll his friends was -
born in Marion County, Missouri, July 30, 1838, and grew up in that state.- In
1561 he came west in the Lope that this would benefit his health. For about
seven years he traveled over the West, working at a great variety of jobs, trying
most of the kinds of work that the West offered at that time - placer mining
freigliting, hunting and trapping. als travels took him as far north as ﬂ.ltlsn
Columbia, where he had a part in the nining excitement of that cowmtrv. . ie
worked on the building of the Union Pacific Railroad. 1ile came tov uu=rfano Park
anu settled near the present town of Gardner where he raised fine horses. He
died vecember 24, 1929.

Robert o, Willis. ®Robart Willis came to Colorado from Wew York state. ilis
ranch was two miles souti: of La Veta. ' ie sold the ranch to James iamilton.
Later Albert Farks bought part of it, and it now is commonly known as the "Albert
Parks Place.' ile moved to Californla in the -late '380's. -

Beauregard Uisea“ General seauregard Wisc was from the South. Little is
known of him as he moved from La Veta in the late '30's.

J. vawson Tracy. J. vawson Tracy came to Colorado from Parsona, Kansas.
de was a freight conductor om the D. & R, 6. W. R. R, for some years. lie was. at
one time post master of La Veta. tlie filed on a homestead west of La Veta at
one time, but never iilved on the claim. de moved to California about 1296 and
continued in the railroad business,

Charies M. Mack. Charles M. Mack, known to everyone as "Charley Mack," was
born in Georgia, but moved to Arkansas. He owned considerable land up Cuchara
Valley and lived on what is now the "Vernmon Place.” He moved to Arizona in 1912
and later moved to California, where he died in 1941. e is spoken of as a fine
man and a great joker uy those who remember him. The following is a story told
about him. Once Charley's preacher was to spend the night with him. Not long
before that Charley had killed a bear and skinned it leaving the head on the hiide.
Just before bedtime that night Charley ;excused himself and left tue room. le
slipped around and fixed that bear skin so that the head was lying on-the window
sill of tne preacher's room in 1 very lifeclike manner, looking as if it were just
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coming into the room. Showing the preacher to his room, Charley let him go in
ahead. The preacher set down his lamp, spied the bear, and - scared out of a
year's growth - came rushing out yelling,. "Look, there's a bear coming into the

room. "

Julius G. Krueger. Julius G. Krueger came to La Veta from Illinois in 1§74
and homesteaded what is now the Jim Falk Ranch. Before coming to La Veta he
freighted between Denver and Cheyenne, Wyoming. One trip his outflt was attacked
and lootéd. He saved His 1life by crawling under the neck of a dead mule and
feigning death. Iis helper saved himself by pulling a dead man over himself.
ue left La Veta in 1904 and dlea in Boulder, Colorado, March 19 1916.

Fred Pischel, Fred Pischel came to La Veta from Chicago, Illincis-in 1877.
He arnd Mr. Spielmann bought and operated the first “grist will"” in La Veta. He
was the first county superintendent of schools of the county. He was also the
first bandmaster of the La Veta band. After leaving La Veta he operated sawmills
in wentucky very successfully. ie died in 1992 at Chicago.

Samuel L. Strange. Samuel L. Strange was born-in South Carclina in 1833,
lie spent some time in Tennessee, then in Illinois, later in southern Missouri.
He came to La Veta in 1579. Until 1350 he was a schoolteacher. - He was several
times town clerk of La Veta. With Virgil banard and 'Reverend A. i, Quillian he
founded the La Veta HMethodist Church. He movaed to California' in ‘1897 and died
there in 1902 ' '

Albert Phillips. Albert Phillips was born in Gecrgia in 1520. ‘He must have
been one of the Georgia Colony which came to our region in' the early 1870's. He
lived on what is now the George Drury ranch. ie is spoken of 4s one of the
finest men anybody ever knew. ide died in 1902 on his trip back to his old home
in Gc.orgia° ' : Ja ‘

‘Ransom A. Haves. Ransom Aanayéswéés born in Caldwell County, Worth
Carolina, in 1845. He lived in La Veta and then moved to Cﬂllfornla in 1893.
He died in Bakersfield, California, February 14, 1317. '

Fenton L. Martin. Fenton L. Martin was born in Martinsburg, Virginia, in
1033. tiis family tioved to Missouri in l°36 ‘Hé' came to La Veta in 1872. His
anch was. the omne now owned by Adolph Goemmer. For some time he ran a meat
market in La Veta. iHe moved to Califormia in 1905. While on a visit to Colorado
he died in Redwing, September 1, 1920.

John Herbin. John derbin was born in France and came to Nova Scotia, where
he lived for some years. He came to Alamosa in the early 1880's and lived there
for two years working at his trade of watchmaker and jeweler. He then moved to
La Veta and lived on a ranch about two miles up the Cucharas from town. There
he carrled on his ranching and ‘also worked at his- trade of_watchmaker and
jeweler. Later he preempted the ranch He dlLd in 1893 -
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La Veta

The following account of La Veta was published in the World-Independent,
27, 1954. L

"La Veta was founded in 1562 by Colonel John Franc:Lsco9 then about 42
years old, and Henry Daigre, then about 30. The two men fiad spent about 10 -
years in the army, fighting Indlans in the San Luls Valley and New Mexico,"
and other things, and had decided to settie down. " They chose La Veta, a
beautiful level piece of ground in a wide sweeping bend of the Cucharas
Rlver where to the West was the Culebras and to the south the HuaJatollas.

“Colonel Francisco had secured a grant to 1700 acres upon which this
scion of one of the first families of Virginia agreed to erect a fort which
was to protect all from the- Utes_and other hostile Indians. This in spite
of the fact the nearest neighbor'of any kind was some 20 miles away.

“Francisco had, a couple of years before, left Fort Garland where he
and Daigre had been army storekeepers and had opened a store in Pueblo where'
he had built the f1rst house’ of any size

"In 1362, after receiving the grant, he and Daigre, a Frenchman,’ again
joined forces and 1n pgrtnershlp puilt the fort and a house and began to
farm at La Veta. - =

“Daigré was born in Canada and had moved to Wew Orleans, then up the
Mississippi and Hissouri to. Independence;. driving ox-teams for the army and
mule teams to Fort Garland, learning English en route.

"Within a few years they were raising bumper crops on a thousand acres,
and both had become wealthy They sold lots to whoever wanted one and before
long the settlement grew. . -

“"The railroad came into La Veta, bringlnﬂ one of the first booms. It
was a narrow gauge railroad and the path it followed into the ‘San Luis
Valiey is now the nighway over La Veta Pass, built after the railroad was
rerouted.

"The town was incorporated on October 9, 1876 and the first trustees
were Francisco, George W. horton, Samuel Todd, J. R, Brinok and Joseph Eaker,
accordlng to local hlstorian S. M. Andrews.

‘lhe town.was named Francisco Plaza and later changed to La Veta,

which means “the vein.” The original fort built in 1862 still® stands in
La Veta and is used as a dwelling place.”
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Hining'Activi;ies$

Starting.on October.4, 1948, and up.to the present time,.Vanadium Corporation
of America,. with headquarters at Naturita, Colorade, have leased 28 mining claims
in one. group, with several more eprc:ed to. be added inm the near future. -All
of this group are located -on East Indian Creek, Huerfans County.

Some of the properties in.this group were prospected for gold, silver, and
copper ag early as 1890, with some of the old location notices;, dated about this
time, -in :vidcnce some.years later and among the names of the locators was the
name "Creede,” who in making further investigations in the Rockies, espccially
farther west, made a real discovery, and the town of Creede was named for nim.

:n;a.ri:inﬂr in 1396 and contmuing for a, few years., several. oropcrties were
worked by the owners, some of the ore was process;d and many toms were stock-
piled near the workings. - :

Anong the .pioneer prospectors in the district were Captain Coleman and his
two sons, ud and-Al, Jim barnes, Ld. Lollihr, R. T. Pricc, A. V. Scott, Daniel
tope, and for .the lest 25 years. R. B. Linscott nas been doing development work.

Thc Colaﬂan brothers removed a latpe sheet of practically purc coppgr from
their property and several other rich "pogxets" of copper were removed from
other properties. There was also-a fair showing of gold and silver, also- the .
returns from.a mill run showed a valuc of- $33.90 to the ton in something that
was little known at that time, called vanadium. then further investigation. was
nade regarding this element it was found the ore would have to.be shipped to
Germany for truatment, tuerefurc tha cosés of handlln" were prohibitive.

One element which is now at the top of the list and known, if only by name,
to practically everyone, is Uranium, and although no rich deposits cf this
elcment have been found in this district,. the analysis of many samples has shown
this element present, in a fow cases, sufficient to pay to work and gives promise
of developing into a real deposit. :

*L0 Veté;Adyertiser, Januaryil& 1949,

hditors Hote: During the summer of 1950 the Vanadiun Cnrporation of America :
did cxtensive ;xploratory work on several claims in Price Canyon using “diamond
driils.” 5o far as uranium is concerncd the element occurred in such negligible
auantities as to pt :clude any explcitation activities,



Bull's-Eye Claim*

The .old 'Bull's Eye .claim is on the east gulch of the north face of West -
Spanish Peak, at an altitude of over 11,000 feet. This mine containing gold, :
silver, lead, zinc, and copper was abandoned in the 1590's. This claim is now o
being worked by Albert Parks of La Veta, Colorado who was 82 years old in 1951.

The main mine shows diggings have extended at least 1,200 feet on five
levels, with the main level going into the mountain 790 feet. A bottom level,
200 feet long, is almost a solid mass of ice. The rails of years gone by remain
intact and are still usable. ' Wk T

It was here that Senator James Harrison of Iowa, who later became Secretary
of the Interior, and Robert T. Lirncoln, son of Abraham Lincoln and Secretary of
Var, became interested in the Whale lode in 1879. Their first shipment of or
to the Pueblo smelter was not made, however, until June 30, 188&1. g b

In 1881, Senator Harlan and his associates organized the Mountain Monarch
Silver Mining Co., now known as the Bull's Eye; incorporated at $500,000 with
stock valued at $20 per share. They worked through many difficulties and their
men dared the cold, wintry blasts to reach the ore. Things went well for seven
or eight years when suddenly everything was abandoned, probably due to the panic.

According ‘to information from the' old pages of the Huerfano Herald of La
Veta, the old corporation was successful while it operated. Whether the claim
was worked out is not known, but Albert Parks apparently believes to the contrary.

*Pueblo Chieftain, 1951.
Sunset Mine®

As we go to press we learn of a rich strike having been made in the Sunset
Mine in the. Spanish Peaks.. The vein is jointly owned by Judge Toffelmire, Frank
u. Mchoolland, G. W. Robinson, and Jonn Shank: is 49 inches between rock walls,
nearly solid galena with grey copper that is plainly visible. Parties having
attempted to jump the lead in the absence of workmen Sunday, the precaution was
taken ‘to place a guard over it last night. a i

*Printed in the La Veta Advertiser of January 26, 1923, from a copy of the
dauerfano Independent printed in La Veta in 1877.
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tlaxweli Grant®

Oue of tne greatest land-holders in Anerica was Lucien benjamen lazwell,
wuo came to Golorado from Illinois and trapped with .it Carson, fought with
Fremonc anc nerced sueep for wany yecars.  ..e drove sheep into the Sacramento
Yalley of Californiz and sold them to the miners at fabulous prices. - Instantly
rien, ae returned to Jolorado and bought from Charles beaubien and Guadalupe
siranda 2 auge tract tnat had been deeded by lexico. Although the land was
bournt in 1”64 and became known as the uaxwell Grant, it was not until 1337 that
the federal court finallvy decided that *laxwzll owned 1,714,784 acres, starting
just soucra of sriuldac and uhtcnulng to Gspringer, Jdew Jexico, The huge Jrant
along the Ted uivar wes tdlbu tires ‘as larve as Rhode hsland :

Maxwell erected a castle wnich- in reality ccane uHe ”Tuhuriﬂ” place for
100 miles around. ‘aere werc free lodgings and meals, ‘with one dining reon forx
women and another for men. axwell rede around his land in a Concord coach .
drawn by eigi horses. But one day gold was discovered on his land.  The gamb=
lers, presgectors, clainm- - jumpers and hangers-on flocked in. Mazxwell became sick
of the *"rm01i anid sold his'grant to an inglish syndicate for (1,252,707, e
investcd doney in the Texas ‘and Pacific Railroad and o Santa Fe pank, bat finally
lost eve:y:hihg{ dying in poverty iu Fort Sumner, .ew llexico in 187¢.

TN SNSRI, TSNl

*iae La Veta Advertiser, July i, 1943, (From the Yreasurc Clest)

Trinchera Ranch¥

s

The 245,700-acre Trinchera Ranch, lavgest private estate in ! Cnlorade; is
wast of wa Veta Tass and is part of the original Sansre de Cristo Grant given by
the Mexican “overnnent to Stepnen uwouls Lee and Jarcisco weawvilen in. lu&3
useaubien was om.y i3 vazars old at tue ‘time. | Je and Lee were killed four years -
later in the ‘sate ¥ueblo Indidn uprising tnat cost the life of Charles Jent, waw
wexico's térrivorial zovernor. puaunien shiare of the estate vassed to his
Father Charles, who owned muci of the Maxwell rrant near Trinidad. Lee's half
of the estate was bought by Charles Leaubien for 3177, “Then the older Beaubien
died most of Tihe Sangre ue (risto Grant was bougut by Jiiliam Gilpin, Colorado’s
first ‘territorial fovernor, and uis assoclates. R -

1

#"The La Veta Achrtiser, ecember 16, 1342.. {rrom the Treasure Chest).
g Raton Tass®

The L£irst highway across Aaton Iass from Yrinidad into Jew Mexico was built
in 1352 by ldicuens Lacy Wooton. e drove 3,300 sheep from Colorado. to the
Jacranento Vailey and sold them to the Californiasg old niners for 537 900,  le
used part of the money to build the Raton toll road Zverybody paid for. the use
of tie roal except Indians and posses seching cnttlc rustlers. When the Santa.
Fe railroad wanted to build alony is rcuta it offered Wooton $53,720. e .
Jdeclinsd ia favor of nis own proposal for a iifctime pass on. the railroad for
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members of his family and $25.00 per month. Uncle Dick died in 1893, but his
widow received the money until her death in 1916. The payments continued to
surviving children, being increased to $50 in 1925, and to $75 in 1930.

#The La Veta Advertiser, December 2, 1949. (From the Treasure Chest)

Vigil-6t, Vrain Grant¥

After 23 years of almost constant litigation, the title of 3,000,000 acres
of land, embraced in the Vigil-St. Vrain Mexican grant, has been declared to be
in the United States, and all purchasers of the land from the United States are
now secure in their titles. In 1845 Vigil, a Spaniard, and St. Vrain, a French-
man, secured a grant of one million acres of 1and from the Mexican government.
Ly some hocus pocus Vigil and St. Vrain took up 4,000,000 acres, and from time
to time they sold large tracts from the extra 3,000,000 acres, giving title
without interference from the Mexican government, but retaining for themselves
the 1,000,000 acres. When after the Mexican war, the state was ceded to the
United States, on condition that the original grants should be respected, the
United States government started an investigation and discovered that the Vigil
and St. Vrain grant was illegal.

*The La Veta Advertiser, October 27, 1950, From the 40-year ago column.

Weatner

Cince the founding of La Veta considerable damage has occurred in the
Spanish Peaks area due to weather conditions, including wind, snow and rain.
During the summer months heavy rain storms occur, not only in the mountains but
also cn the plains around them. These storms deposit several inches of rain
during a ‘short period and extensive .damage occurs to roads and bridges. Gullies
are common over the area as a result of these storms.

the following article was published in the La Veta Advertiser of January 2, 
1951 in the 4)-year ago column:

"Wednesday morning La Veta experienced one of the worst wind storms
ever remembered. Light and telephone service was demoralized, chimneys
blown down, buildings moved,; and trees blown down. Harry Pamilton's barn
was completely destroyed, and the school house so badly shaken that it is
considered unsafe for further use. In the country F. C. Sager's fine $1206
barn just completed was completely demolished.

“A committee of responsible citizens examined.the school building
following the wind storm and their decision was to completely abandon. the
building. The term will be cut short a month and rooms have been rented to
accommodate the grades for the rest of the school year. . Mr. Powell will
teach in Stranger Hall; tiiss Ritter will go into the primary building with
Miss' Capps and Miss Vories will occupy the Stranger store. A place is yet
to be found for Miss Lester’s room.
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: ”The depot On the summlt of La Veta Pass was blown down by the: hlgh
w1nd Wednesday .

; Snow and ralnfall at Cucharas Lamps for the ‘period March 1909 to March
1914 is reported as follows,

: . Water - : , v Snow R
Year . : - Inches ' Inches b -
2ORIRIE09 F THHELE « jatt 8 221935 108"
Ved w1090 % BURT D X R0 53080 a ma T JEe 73 -
e lgll : > R ' 23 ° 69 Lo s Eg C 127"
Y1912 7 - 28.51 ¢ _ ' 204 : (AT S
1913 ’ 1 R - 27/ ° z,é} 5 h . .. e 4 E 171 " , . "4 " ¥ L

19L4, v o~ 25.00 ngdie Tl s . 97

¥ i ¥ o T
The snow'was measured after each storm and does not represent a measurement :
at any ‘one tlmea' ' ; " :

A heavy snow storm occurred the first part of Hovember in 1046. After: three
days of continuous snow 50 inches lay on the ground in La Veta and over 60
inches at Cucharas Camps. Roads were completely blecked for many days. Some -
llvestock9 deer and other wildlife perlshed because of ‘the deep snow and cold L
weather° - : RS . . . o

During February, 194a anotner blg snow storm occurred in La Veta with close o
to four feet of snmow on the ground. This'snow lay on the ground for four or '
five wedks., Drifts of snow over 20 feet deep covered the flat north of La Veta
on Plnyon Hill, mostly in the Highway to Walscvburg Fiee]

A

On January 24, 1950 a heavy wind storm occurred in the La Vieta area. The '
wind blew down the 4-i barn and one end of the Colorado Excelsior and Mill Co.
sawmill; both constructed of cinder blocks. The wind also blew:down a number
of trees_and tore roofing paper from roofs;of buildings around town.

This ‘was also one of tne driest years : for this area, with- no irrigaticn
water available for most of the ranches. Water for sprinkling- lawns in La Veta
was entirely shut off on August 20. The following year was also very dry in -
the La Veta area. : St i

During the latter part of January, 1951 a few days of severe cold weather :
was followed by a sudden rise in temperature. Two or three weeks later the
trees within a narrow belt just outside the forest boundary appeared to be dead
as the'needles suddenly turned brown and red. This belt extended from Echo
Creek west to the Cucharas and then along the rock wall from White Creek to
Sulphur Springs; also an area in the Spanish Peaks district at the junction
of Tracy and Indian Creecks and in the lodgepole pine type at the. hedd o6f Indian
Creck. All speciesof:conifers were affected with actual kill occurring in .
pouglas fir and white fir, and some in lodgepole pine-and ponderosa pine. The
winter kill was.¢specially severe'in Wade Creck and Barnes Canyon and at the
junction of Tracy and Indian Creeks.' In these areas the surviving trees are
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very sparsely foliated (1952 obsérvations).” It is also believed that winter
kill is one of the causes for spike-topped trees in the ponderosa pine pole type.

In some of the areas of winter kill a marked increase ig.thé pondérosa”pine
bark beetles was observed especially in the younger stands of ponderosa pine.

During the middle of May, 1955 a heavy rain and snow storm occurred in this
area with over 12 inches of moisture falling at Cucharas Camps. Due to the
heavy snow eight or ten cabins were almost completely demolished at Cucharas
Camps and a few in the Wahatoya summer home group. Considerable breakage
occurred to trees in both areas. The Cucharas River became a raging torrent
with all of the side streams in flood stage. The high water persisted for a
week or two, but no extensive damage was reported. Several small bridges
were washed out over the Cucharas River in La Veta due to the high water.

The bridge over Middle Creek just west of La Veta washed out'during the
summer of 1955 and was replaced with a steel structure with concrete abutments.

The following is a record of the depth and water content of the snow at
Blue Lakes since 1938 The readings are an average for 24 measurements over
the course:

April 1 - May 1
. Depth . .Water Content ., Depth Water Content
Year .. . . Inches _ Inches i Inches . Inches
1938 2044 R o 12.7 6.2
1939 13.4 ‘3.3 " 3.8 1.4
1940 .. R Y § 5.9 5.4 ; 1.7
1941 g 40.7 11.0 " 48.9 16.6
1942 i . 22,00 . 5.9 . 37.2 13.5
1943 10.0 . 2.7 0.8 0.2
1944 22.5 6.2 44,7 13.9
1945 - | 29.8 9.1 : 35.2 11.9
1846 - .- 25.7 7.0 _ . 0.0 - 0.0
1947 . 24,2 8.3 31.3 11,7
18438 ' 29.7 8.9 12.9 4.7
1949 39.5 10.3 20.4 7.2
1950 . 10.0 3.2 3.4 1.0
1951 G, 2260 5.8 17.6 6.0
1852 . ' . 34.2 . 13.2 21.1 "~ 8,5
1953 < 16.8 © 5.0 7.5 _ 2.1
1954 . .25.7 6.6 11.2 2.2
1955 b 12.3 . 4.4 . 8.7 . 3.2
1956. ., @ 12.9 4.6 8.4 - 3.0

On May 31, 1957, a severe spring storm occurred in this area. Run-of f was
extremely heavy and considerable damage occurred to the Indian. Creek road with-
in the forest. Stream banks were severely eroded as a result of the heavy
runoff.
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SPANTSH EXPEDITIONS IN COLORADO

After.the ‘conquest of Mexlco the Spaniards made infrequent trips to the
north, especially New Mexico and Colorado and these trips furnish a background
of events that happened long before these states became a part of the United
States. This history is a lecture given' by Mr. Irving Howbert in Colorado
Springs and published in the Colorado Springs Telegraph in 1922. '

The history of Colorado covers two distinct periods, the Spanish and -
American. The Spanish period had its beginning little more than a century
after the discovery of America, and was supposed to have ended at the time of
the Louisiana Purchase, which event marked the beginning of the American .
period so far as the ‘country north of the Arkansas River is concerned.

Although the Spanish periéd-cannot-properly be said to have begun until
after the first permanent settlement in Mew Mexico had been made, a brief
recital of principal events preceding that time may be of interest.

The conquest of Mexico began in 1519 and ended in 1521, the Spaniards
in complete and permanent control of the country. During the 15 years
following the conquest the Spaniards explored and took possession of wmest of
the country between the City. of Mexico and the Rio Grande, and were continually
reaching out northward into new and unexplored territory. As the Spaniards '
neared the reglon adjacent to the present northern boundary of Mexico in their
northern movement, they began to hear through the natives of a country farther
north where there were large towns with many. inhabitants. Later these reports
were confirmed by Cabeza deo Vaca and his three comrades, sole survivors of the
{11-fated Narvaez expedition to Florida, who, after eight years of wandering
in Texas, most of the time prisoners of one tribe or another, escaped and
finally rezched the Spanish settlements of northern Mexico. Czbeza de Voca
reported that the ‘Indians of Texas had told him of "populous towns with
big houses'" in a region to the westward of that country.

The fever for exploration, which by this time had somewhat abated, was
again greatly stimulated bv these reports. The astonishing ‘discoveries
previousiy made in Mexico and South America had left an impression on the minds
of the $panish people of Mexico that possibly, in the great unexplored region
to the north ‘there were other countries. just as remarkable as any already
discovercd. The stories told by de Vaca and the natives reawakened this hope
and resulted, after some delay, in a declcion to organize and send out a large
and completcly equipped expedition to explore and take possession of :this.
northern region, the expedition to be under the cormand of General Francesco
Vasque de Coronado, an officer of abiliry and large experilence, who at the time
was governor of northern Mexico. -However, as the work of organizing and
equipping an expedition of the size contemplated would take many months, it
was decided to have, in the meantime, a small party make a preliminary
reconnaissance of that part of the unexplored region lying nearest to the
setiloments of Mexico: TFather Marco de Nizza, his companion, Father Honoratus,
a puiter of natives, and Eotivarico,.a Moor, who had been with Cabeza de Vaca
in kis wanderings, and who was tskan along as a rulde because of his knowledge
of the Indians. : - ; '

The party left Culiacan, Sinaloa, Mexico, March 7, 1539, and reached the
ouni Indian towns in southwestern New Mexico without great difficulty, but
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soon after trouble occurred with the natives in which Estivanico, the Moor,
was killed.

Father Marco de Nizza, prior to this, had heard of other large towms to
the north and east, but now fearing further difficulty with the natives,
directed an immediate return to Mexico, the party reaching Culiacan in due
time without further trouble. : _ ot s

Father de Nizza's report to the authorities gave a very exaggerated
account of the importance of the places he had seen and heard of, which made
it casy for Coronado to quickly enlist the full number of men needed for his
expedition. : ;

Coronado started nmorthward in 1540 with 2 lsrge, impesing and well-equipped
command, composed of 300 soldiers and 800 Indians. During the. next two years
he explored the whole of New Mexico, and probably a part of Colorado. He
captured all of the seven cities of Cibola, as the seven pueblo towns of |
New Mexico were then called, and brought: under subjection the inhabitants of
all the region now embraced in the state of New Mexico. ' '

With a large part of his cormand, Coronado later made a journey across
the plains northeastward in search of the fabled city of Quivari, and, on
his way, he crossed the Arkansas river at a point probably not far from the
present towa of Wichita. He finally found the object of his search somewhere .
near the center of the present state of Kansas, but, instead of being a rich .. .-
and populous city, he found it only a collection of rude Indian huts. 3 ke
Greatly disappointed atthe results of his long and tiresome journey, Coronado,
with his princlpal officers, returned direct to Wew Mexico, the main body.
followlng the route taken in coming out. In taking this direct course,
Coronado and his party, on their way, must have traversed the southeastern .
part of the present state of Colorado, and, undoubtedly, were the first white.
men to come within its boundaries. . ' '

Coronddo spent some months in New Mexico after his return, being loth
to return to Mexico on account of his failure to accomplish more than a small
part of what had been expected of him. However, in April, 1542, he plucked
up courage, and, at the head of his command, started back to the City of

Mexico, which he reached in due time, humiliated and discreditcd because of his
fﬂilul‘.‘e - i itk . .

In 1581 a mission was established on the Rio Grande River eight miles
below the present town of Albuquerque, but the following year a relief party
sent to the mission found that the priest had been killed and the mission
Acstroyed. The relief party, after exploring the country to the eastward
along the Pecos River, returned to Mexico. ‘ v o

Nothing further was done by Mexico in the way of exploration or settle- '
ment of Mew Mexico until 1598. In that year, Don Juan Onate, a. wealthy
citizen of Zacatecas, under the authority of the viceroy of Mexico, brought
a colony of 130 Spanish families, 10 priests ‘and a number of soldiers to '
New Mexico, which he located in the valley of the Chama River just above its
junction with the Rio Grande. This settlement was about 69 miles south of the
southern boundary of the prasent state of Colorado, and about 200 niles in an
airline from Colorado Springs. This was nine years before the first settlement

.
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of Virginia; 11 years before the first settlement on the Hudson River, and
22 years before the Pilgrims landed at Plynmouth.

Those in charge of the new Spanish settlements almost immediately began
the exploration of the surrounding country. Ome of these expeditions reported
the discovery of gold in the San Luis valley, now a.part of this state.

In the fall of 1398, Vincente Zaldivar, one of Onate's officers, with
an exploring narty, made a trip to the northeast, and nmust have passed
through the southern part of Colorado. Onate, with a large party, crossed
the plains to Quivari in 1601, and, in so doing, no doubt, also travevsed
southern Colorado for a considerable distance.

While'the colony established by Onate was neither prosperous nor pernaneﬁt
at that point, his centerprise was the beginning of the permanent occupation
and scttlement of New Mexico and had a lasting effect upon that territory.

Bancroft, in his History of New Mexico, eays that a report to the king
of Spain, made in 1630, showed that there were at that time in Vew Mexico
25 missions, 50 priests and 60,000 Christienized natives, besides a ,
considerable Spanish population. There is reason to believe that the Spaniards
had, during the intervening time, explored and were familiar with all of.

southern Colorado, and much of northern Colorado and Wyoming.

Bandelicr, who made an exhaustive study of the early history of this
southwestern region, in a contribution to the Archaeological Institute of
Ancrica, a few years ago, referring to the expedition of Marco de Nizza,
Coronado and others says: o

"Their practical result was not only the discovery, but the exploration
of New Mexico and the country northeast of it, as far as the Arkansas River’
and beyond, at 2 time when the Atlantic coast of Amcrica was rarely visited
and no Furopeans had set foot on the shores where now stand the most populous
cities of the new world."

There is a traditiom, which is believed to have grown out of actual
occurrences, that for many years prior to 1650, the Spaniards worked mines
in the mountains 790 or 800 miles north of Santa Fe. According to the story,
they had built housas and fortifications of stone and had constructed arrastras
for milling the ores in the vicinity of the nines. Every year, a train laden
with gold and rich furs would make its way to Santa Fe from this northern
settlement, but about .the year 1650, as the story goes, the natives made
war upon the inhabitants, which caused it to be abandoned thereafter.

1 have a map of the French possessions in America west of the Miasissippl
River published in 1718, that has marked on it, at the péint where the
Missouri River emerges from the Rocky Mountains, the following: "The Indians
say that near this place the Spatiards ford the river on horgeback, going
to treat with some nations lying to the northwest, whence they bring back
yellow iron, as they call it.” '

This indicates that the Spaniasrds were familiar with the country far to
the north of Colorado at a very early.date, However, there is much difficulty
in giving more then » fragmentary history of New Mexico and: surrounding
country during the veriod fronm 1600 to 1580, which arises from the fact that
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a rabellion of the natives occurred in 1€%0, yhich resulted in the killine
or driving out of the country the entira Spanish poprulation.

The thiVbS held full sway during tha next 17 vaars and were not entiral
subdued until 1623,  “uring that neriod they wracked all churches, dastroyed
all rzcords and everything throuphout t\c entire territory that would remind
them of the Snanish ocnunat‘on°

In Yolume 2 of T"itcﬁﬂlT’s ™ha Speaish Archives of Mew Waxico the
statement is nale that only three documents rolating to the offictial acts
ovrior to the rebellion of 1127 remain. It is -robably true that there are
dunlicata reﬂortq of 2ll aexvlorations and officlal acts during that veriod
in tha Citvy o quico,“unu adrid, Spain, as it was a renuirverent of the )
"over1ment thqt every expedition of imnortance bhe accompanied bv a nrigst, vho
was supposad to Faeh a record and make out in triplicate’ a full report unon
his ratura to Saata Pe, ona rarort for Santa Te. ona for the city of “laxico,
and one for “fadrid, Snain, ™o dou™t many of those racords have heen lost by
narlirence. and sore of them '0f a date after 1777 mav have been destroved by
tha fire a number of yaars zago ‘that burned some of the records in Santa
It is nossihlze that the rerorts of manv 2xpaditinns into this resion that we
4o not 'now akout arc in the Spanish archives of the Clty of “lexico or MMadrid,
Spain. It is more thain likcly that the future historians who hawe ancass ko
thosce records will finl amons then much of iﬂt rogst concarning thosc remote
times, '

¥andalier, who was the best authority on tha history of Mexico, died two
or three waars ago, while on his way to “iadrid, vhere he planned to nake "
an exanination of all racords of the wnisgine period in the rovernment archives
there ﬁertainiqo to YMexico snd 'L" “fexico. I hava nn Jdoubt, had he lived to
carry out his plans. he would hava hroucht to lizht manvy nares of mnost '
interestin~ 1*storv re¢atin” to tqe rarion wa nOTT OCCUIV.

In 1717 the Ttes and Cormanches havine attacked tho town of Taos and
gome of tha %sanish sattluoments, Governor “lartinez sent CaptainSarna northward
into the present state of Colorado, znd, af 4 point 127 'miles north of Santa
Fa, "2 attachad the Indians, killed 2 sraat number, taking many captives who
were aftarwards sold as slqvns. Tha scene of this hattle must hav: been in
the esxtreme northarn part of the 43n Luls v1W,°7 of thls state,

In 1712, Acting Governor Valverde lad 195 Spaniards and' 37 nativas into
the prasent state of Colorado on an exvedition arainst the Ttes and Commanches..
The start was mada Savtember 153, the route was nort™ with the sierra om the
laft ta October 17, as the rocord says; therefrom Setober 11 to 27 dowm the
Sta. *faria Ia~dalena“ thenmea eastward and southeast to the Mio Mapeste. Yer2
tﬁﬂv nat the Aﬁ°ches from Ouartelein’ latar thev returned to Mew “Mexico, havine
failed to come in contact with either Yte or Commancha Soma writars insist
that Valverda's narty ia their outrrard journay travoloi northeasterly across
the olains, soon after reaching the sourthern houndary of tha present state
of Colorado, but it is Jdifficult te understand why the record should state®
"The routz was north -7ith sisrra keenins tha mountains on the 1aft to
Octohar 17,7 unlass the mountains were at loast inm gicht. The further nroof
that thalr rout: w7ag not far diut:l'lt from the nountains is that ‘they were
gzckine the Utzs and Commanches® tha homz ‘of the former baine in the mountains,
and the latter at that tine wers occupying the rerion alons the eastern base
of tha mountains within the houndaries of the sresent state of Colorado,
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Valverde's account of hig expedition to the north mentions the Arkansas River
under the name of the Rio Nepaste, which the Spaniavds later shortemed to
Mepeste. The Arkansas was the name given by the Fronch, and Lt was alway e
known by that name in the French territorv. The Platte River was variously
mentioned under the name of the Rio “laria “fagdalena, Rio Jesus Maria and Rio
Chato, the Platte bein¢ the name ﬁiven it by thoe Fronch. - 7

Turing his qarch to the northwara after the Utes and Pommanches,
Governor Valverde found friendly Indians with gunshot wounds received in an
engagement with the Pawnees. This he reported to the authorities in Mexico
on his returih. It was also learned that French traders had astablished
trading posts in the Pawnmee country, which was along or adjacent to the Platte
River 207 or 390 miles east of the mountains, and were furnishing these
Indians with guns and amrunition; bows and arrows having been their only
weapons prior to that time. Fearing that this contact with the Fawnees might
prove detrimental to the interests of the NMew Mexico settlements, the Spanish
authorities of New Mexico in 1729 ormanized at Santa ®a a small, well equipped
military expedition to visit the Pawmees, hoping in tais way to counteract
the influence of the Franch. According to Bandclicr, the exvedition started
from Santa Fe on June of that year. It was under ' ths command of Lieutenant
Colonel Villasur of the Spanish army, and was composed of 59 heavily armed’
Spaniards with a larrse number of Indian auxiliaries. The expedition was an
imoosing one for the time and was ealaborately outfitted. With it, as an
adviser and euide, was Cantain Juan 4c Archivequ:, 2 Tronchman who was one of
tha party that mwdered tho great French explorer, La Salle, in spouthwastarn
Texas, a number of wears nrevious;'VAFtur tha murder, Archiveque escaped to
the Spanish settlements of Mew Mexlco, where he married, and later acquired
a good deal of property, and hv this time had rieached » ﬂosition of considernhL
promincnce in the affairs of the nrovince.

The azvedition followed substantially the routo taken by VYnlverde the
previous yvear, keeping the mountains to the loft of them so far as can - be
determined from the indefinite records of that time. ~Tha exnedition eventually
rosched the Platte tiver at no great distance east of th2 mountains and then
followed down the valloy of the strezm uatil thev came in contact with the
Pawmsas. Howavar, before 2 council could he held, the Pdwnees: surnrised the
Spaniards, killed the cormanding officer: -and almost annihilated tha party in
the fight that cnsued. Archiveque was among the killed, and, as no
doubt there were Frenchmen with 'ths Pawnees, 1t must have heen a patter of
grast satisfaction to them that they wers thus able to inflict punishmont on
the agsasin of their noted countryman. A half dozon mounted men, among. then
two or three Indians of Hew Mexico saved themgelves by flieht:  the Fawnees
were not able to pursue them, not vet hﬂving acqulrnd horsng. These survivors
after untold hardships, renched Santa ¥e a'monthor, two later, The taleof the
awful disaster so disheartencd the people oF Vew HMexico that no further affort
was mads to counternct the influence of the French.

There is a strons probability that one or hoth of the expeditions I have
described marched over the prosent townsite of Colorado Springs. Ome of ny
reasons for this belief is that from the earliest time of which we have any
record, one of the orincipal trails from the settlements of New Mexico
crossed the Arkansas river at the mouth of the Tontaine qui Bouille, and ran
up the valley of thot stream to a point 2 short distance below the mouthhof
Monument Creck, then up that stream and across tho Jivide to Plum Creek, and
down Phum Crezk to the Platte river. This trail had heen used for ages before
the vhite settlers cama. 1t was the line of least resistance, and the route,
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it seems to'me, that naturally would be taken by any party traveling northward -
along the eastern base of the mountains.

There are records of journeys into the present state of Colorado' of
various other parties from New Mexico during the middle and latter part of
1700 and the beginning of 1800, but many of them were unimportant, and are
mentioned only to show that New Mexico kept in continuous touch with the
region. ' ! ' :

The’ San Juan and Gunnison regions of our state were explored by Juan
Maria Rivera in 1761, and Escalanta made an extended exploration of  the same
region and most of the western part of this state in 1776. Both were residents
of New Mexito. A

About -the year 1780 a military outpost was established on Huerfano
Creek not far from where it emerges from the mountains. A military canpaign. -
under command of Governor Anza of New Mexico.against the Commanches was made
up into the present state of Colorado in 1779. The command consisted of 645
soldiers and 259 Indians. Their course was north and northeast of Santa Fe
for 95 leagues, or about 250 miles. They overtook the Commanches, killed
the Commanche chief and 32 ‘of the warriors. Their route took them into- the
Sierra Almagra, which was the Spanish name for the mountains west and south-
west of Pikes Peak, and undoubtedly the battle occurred in that section.

In 1762 Prance ceded its Louisiana province to 8pain, presumably to save
it from being seized by England and it was held by that country until 1800,
when it was transferred back to France. Three years later. France sold it to - -
the United States, and with it much territory that Spain insisted had belonged
to New Mexico since the first settlement of that province. ’

The Spanish authorities of New Mexico, backed by the government of Spain,
refused to recognize the validity of the sale of the territory in dispute,
which extended north indefinitely from the Arkansas River, and in- 1806 sent a
nilitary expedition north and eastward from Santa Fe, ostensibly -for the
purpose of inspecting all of the country as far north as the Flatte region.
The commanding officer also bore orders to oblige all parties or persons in
the above specified countries, either to retire into the acknowledged terri-
tories of the United States, or to make prisomers of them and conduct them to
Sante Fe.

While nothing was said concerning Lieutenant Pike's expedition, it is
known that these Spanish tfoops were sent for the purpose of intercepting
hinm, word having been received at Santa Fe that Pike’s'expedition was underway.

The officer in charge of tHe Spanish force was Liecutenant Malgares.
The command consisted of 100 dragoons of the regular service and 500 militia
of the province. Malgares marched east from Santa Fe several hundred miles
where he met a band of Commanches and held a ¢council with them; then the
command went northeast across the country to the Arkansas-river, where
Lieutenant Malgares left 240 of 'his men with the lame and tired horses, while
he procaded with the rest to the principal village of the Pawnees, on the
Republican River, in what is now central Kansas: there he was met by the
chiefs and warriors of the grand Pawnees, held councils with the two nations
and presented them with the flags and medals which he had brought’ for them.
He Had heard nothing of Lieutenant Pike, although the latter was then on his
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way from the Missouri River. Seeing no reason for remaining-longer, Malgares
started back to Santa Fe. 'After reaching the Arkansas River, he marched .up
the south ‘sidé 'of that stream to the mountains mear the present town of
Florence, in this state. He then went southward around the base of the
rountains for a considerable distance and thence crossed over to Taos, whence
he proceded to Santa Fe, having accomblishég nothing, as he still was in utter
ignorance as' to Pike's.whereabouts. SN : -

Meaﬁ%hilé; Lieutenant Pike and his party, consisting of 23 men, were on
their way. westiward, having left St. Louis July 15, 1806. - They came up the
Missouti’ River in smallboats and were more than a month in reaching
Independence Landing, 'a few miles below the mouth of the Kansas River. They
were delayed at this point in securing the requisite number of horses. The
party started again September 1 with 15 pack horses, heavily loaded with
supplies and,equipment, and reached the Pawnee village on the twenty-£fifth,
traveling less than 10 miles‘a day.

Malgares and his soldiers had left the Pawnee village on their homeward
journey three weeks previously.

After 'holding a council with the Pawnees and arranging friendly relations
with them, Licutenant Pike. and party resumed their march October 7,.and
reacted the Arkansas River October 10; From that point the party followed
up the Arkansas river to the mouth 6f the Fontaine qui Bouille, where they
arrived November 22. From this place, after building a low stockade on the
bank of the Arkansas River for his men, Lieutenant Pike and three of his men,
started from camp in an attempt to ascend the high peak that we now know as
Pikes Peak, "which", as he says in‘his journmal, "we conceived would. be one
day's march in ord&r to'be enabled from its pinnacle-to lay down.the various
branches and positions of:the country." TInstead of following up the Fountain,
Pike went across the country towards Turkey Creek, with the result that they
reached the top of Cheyenne Mountain in the afternoon of the fourth day.
Herc Pike decided to abandon the attempt, saying in his jourmal that, avan
if they had reached its basé, he didn't believe any human being could have
ascended to its summit. e »

Pike and his companions on their return trip, reached camp the following
day, one partridge and a piece of deer's rib, which the ravens had left them,
being the only food they had eaten in 48 hours.

Lieutenant Pike and party resumed their march up the Arkansas River the
following morning. From a point on the river a short distance from the
present town of Canon City, the party went northwestward into South Park,
and after wandering around in the park and on the headwaters of the Arkansas
River almost a month, Pike and his party found themselves back again at the
place where the Arkansas River emerges from the mountains,

The party took a new start from this point and went southwestward through
the Wet Mountain Vvalley and across the Sangre de Cristo range into the S5an -
Luis Valley, almost freezing to death on the way. They then marched south
down the valley a few days and camped, and a week or two later were nade
prisoners of Mexican troops and taken to Santa Fe. Pike's defense was that
he did not know that he was in Mexican territory. Later the Mexican authori-
ties took him to Chihuahua in old Mexico, where he arrived April 2, 1807.
After being kept there for about a month he was returned in a roundabout way
to the United States.
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. While Malgares and Pike were having their game of hide-and-seek, the - -
Spanish authorities at' Santa Fe' were establishing. picket stations at convenient
places to watch the “approaches to New Mexico by the Rio Almagre ‘and ‘the Rio
Nepeste to prevent intrusions by the Americans. - _ Lo :

I have 'a copy of a report made by a' Spanish soldier in September, 1806,
which says that he carried out a reconnaissance of the country adjacent to
the confluence of the rivers Nepeste and Almagre without finding the slightest
trace of the Americans, having gone:over the ground, then betook himself to
the "spring where the water rises" because of rumors that the Utes and -
Commanches were sure that the Americans had gone there. ' And, again finding
the story untrue, he marched on' to' the river Chato, where- he found.Indians ;
who told him that several small parties of Americans had been there, but none
of them-had gone across the river. i, SR o T

The- Rio Nepesteﬁ&as.the Spanish name then in use of the Arkansas; the
Rio Almagre of the Fountain; and the Rio Chato of the Platte: and the ''spring
where the water rises" refers to:the springs of Manitou. e :

The only other incident of that period to which I have found any
reference is'in Dr, Jame"s ‘account of Long's expedition into.this region in
1820, in which he says that at a point:which I believe to be on the present
site of Colorado Springs, the ‘guide pointed out: the identical place where a
few years previous, he had been made a prisoner by Mexican troops, and later
taken to Santa Fe. ; - - ;

The boundaries of Louisiana as ceded to the United States by. Napolean
were very indefinite; the treaty itself, according -to Chief Justice Marshall,
having been couched in terms of studied ambiguity. Taking.advantage of this
ambiguity, the United States claimed about everything in sight.

After receiving $15,000,000, the purchase price, France took little
interest in the controversy and left the United States to settle the dispute
as best it could. Meanwhile Spain had been greatly weakened by a succession
of wars, the Peninsular war alone lasting six years. Tollowing this long
period of war, there was no stable government in Spain, and virtually :anarchy
in Florida, with disastrous results to Georglia which adjoined it. In a few
years claims against Spain by citizens of Georgia for losses of negroes and
by raids of Seminole Indians,; a Florida tribe, amounted to $5,000,000.

Florida by this time having become unprofitable to Spain, as well as
untenable, the ‘latter country now offered to cede it to the United States,
provided the United States would ‘assume the payment of the.$5,000,000 p
damage claims. The United States accepted this offer with the provisoc that
Spain should also abandon all claim to the country north of the Arkansas
river. Spain agreed to this and.a treaty covering the agreement, was entered.
into February 22, 1819. "By this act the region we now occupy became undisputed

American territory.
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Pike's Expedition

"Among those accompanying Lieutenant Pike's expedition in 1806 and 1807
was a sergeant named William Meck. 1In 1953 and effort was made to change
the name of Medano Mountain to Meek Peak in honor of this sergeant. Since
Medano Mountain is somewhat massive and the fact Sergeant Meek was unheard
of the changing of the name was protested by local citizens and not approved
by the Forest Service.

A brief account of Meek's part in the Pike expedition is taken from a
letter from the Interior Department to the Chief, Forest Service, October 20,

1952.

"Meek was up the Mississippi with Pike all the way to this point with
him. Meek figures prominently in what happened on both trips. Pike 'sent
him back over Medano Pass to get the men left in the Wet Mountain Valley
because their feet were frozen. Meck was away when Pike was captured. ~ Meek
came back with the powder and lead that had been cached at Canon City, and
thus crossed Medano Pass three times in the dead of winter. When Meek
reached the fort he found Jacob Carter there, with a message from Pike for
Meck to take charge of the men from whom Pike was separated. So Meek was
ranking soldier of this group all of the 15 months they were impounded in
New Spain - - a tough assignment for a ynung, buck sergeant, 500 miles from
his nearest Army post.”
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History of Huerfano County

The fo;lowinP account “of Puerfana dbunty was written by Ralph C. Taylor

zg ;he Pusbio Star-Jﬁurnal and Chieftain and publishnd in th*s paper March 4
5 =t

, . - B : i
: i i1 3 PR T T
L] b3 z

"Pikes Poak ‘iak not: always been the world's bﬂst known mountain.- ‘For
at least 100 years before Lt. Zebulon Pike tried to climb his péaki-in 1806,
Spanish explorers wers using Ruarfann uutt as a 1andmark

™his upthrust of volcanic rock ‘is on the south bank of*the Huerfano
River about 10 miles north of Walsenburg and only a short distance east of
the Pueblo—ﬂalsenburg highway. It is many niles ;emoved from any mountain.

"This topographicai misfit wéé'ﬁamud B1 Huerfano long ago by 2 wandering
Spaniard whose name has ‘been lost in the passing of time. ‘Huerfano in Snanish

meang orphan. Bec“use of its loneliness the butte never hss had any other

name. ; : -

"For the early trave clers Huerfano Butte was a perfect landmark. It csan
he seen for graat distances. For hundreds of yedrs important trails have
crossed near its base. The river qn“ the courfv yeaTs: aoo rook ‘tha nama of,
the detached volcanic butte. -

"In 1706, when Ulibarri and a party of Spanish soldiers came ipto the
Colorade region looking for Indian slaves who had fled their masters in
Santa Fa, they plotted thelr course by sishting the Huerfano Futte. They
followed the Huerfano River = distance and finally came to the Indian
settlement of El Guartalejn eaat of the present site of Pueblo. Finding
the runaways, the Spaniards retraced their trail past the butte.

"jlibarri called the Hﬁerfano River tha Rio de San Juan. Later, when
Governor Valverde moved northward to punish Comanche Indians for making
raids on the Wew Mexico settlements, he callad the Huerfann the San Antonio.

"The Comanches continued their attacks until 1779, when Sovernor Don
Bautistas de Anza came northward with a laree body of troops. The Comanche
had sentinels along the usual route of the Spanish parties. Until that
time Spatinrds crossed the Sangsre de Cristos ncrth of Taos and over the
Raton Mountains. Anza took a new voute, following the Rio Grande through
the San Luis Valley, then across the Arkansas Valley into South Park.
Swinging down Ute Pase. Anza“s party engaged part of the Greenhorn forces
widway botween the sites of Coloradoe Springs and Pueblo. ~ A battle -was
fought near the loecation known as Wigwan.

“fnza pioneered the Taos Trail, which was to become the principal
route betwaen the site of Pueblo and Taos for morce than a century. Travelers
turned south where the Fountain empties inte the Arkansas and continued
southward to the Huerfano Rutte, entering the mountains hy £3llowing the
tuerfano Uwer. An alternate path was to leave the Arkansas River at the
mouth »f the Hurfano =2nd follow thot stream past the butte.

"In the early 19th century thoe Huerfano Butte was in Spanish Territory -
the Arkansas River baing the northern boundary. Before the Louisiana Purchase
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of 1803, a French spy penetrated into the Huerfano Butte reglon, making
notations of the ﬁopography and the Indians.

"A Spanish trader hamed Hernandez came north about the same time
expecting to join a trading party. A group of Kiowas rode out from the
Huerfano Butte and robbed him of his horses. Fortunately Hernandez was found
by~ Julius DeMun- and Auguste P. Chouteau, French traders. DeMun and a few of
his group went- into Santa '¥e' but were seized by the Spaniards, who sent
Lt. Salazar and some troops' to capture the rest of the group at the Huerfano
Butte loqatlon.

"Before the soldiers arrived, Pawnee Indians captured Hernandez and held
him captive for ‘about two years. DeMun and Chouteau finally were released
by the Spaniards and "reached St. Louis late in* 1817~ safe but without
their goods. DeMun, in reporting to Governor William Clark of Missouri,
referred to the Huerfano River as the Third Fork of the‘Arkansas River, the
name that had been applied to it by Zebulon Pike on his 1806 journey up the
Arkansas. L

"By 1822 Governor Melgares of New Mexiéo built fortifications along the
passes used by the travelers. - Viceroy ‘Vanadito of Mexico had ordered the-
fortresses because he had been advised that large forces of intruders. could
be repelied by a few men. 'The principil fortress was at the top.of Sangre
de Cristo Pass, at the upper end of the Huerfano Valley portion of the Taos
Trail.

"Trader Jacob rowler v131ted the fortlflcatlon in February of 1822 on
his way to, TaOS. w : . : . :

"Stephen Long, although not a visitor to Huerfano Butte, in 1820 passed
the mouth of the Huerfano River, which he called Wharf Creek. His guide,
Joseph Bissonette, had been in the DeMun-Chouteau party and had:corrupted
the Spanish name of Huerfano to Wharf.

'"Othefs'became'confuged on the name, among them T. J. Farnhnm, who in
1839 called the Wet Mountain Range the Wolfano Mountains. His guide referred
to the Huerfano River ‘as the Rio Wolfano. ;

"From 1821 to the carly 1850's the Taos Trail was used- -largely by the
“ountain Men going to the pleasant little New Mexico v1llage - not only to
trade, but to marry'Mexican girls.

"Despite its prominence as a landmark, Huerfano Butte never became the
settling site for anyone. One reason was that a more suitable place was
found at Greenhorn - the point where the Taos Trail crossed the Greenhorn
stream. John Brown chose the Greenhorn region because of its wooded
surroundings, lush grass and nearness to the mountains.

YA Frenchman named Beaubois, built a fortification one-quarter mile
northwest of the Huerfano Butte. He lived there for several years and
travelers knew his abode as Beaubois' Fort. He had been induced to settle
there by Ceran St. Vrain to establish ownership to a two-mile strip along
the Huerfano River in the shadow of the Huerfano Butte.

St Vrain and Cornelio Vigil in 1843 obtained -a large grant of land from
Governor Armijo. It was bounded by the Arkansas and Purgatory Rivers, with.
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the mountains .forming the western side of the triangle.. After the: United
States questioned the Mexican landpgrants,_Congress cut down the St. Vrain
grant. To get the Huerfamo Valley woodland near the Butte, St. Vrain had

to pay Beaubois to act in his behalf. The Frenchman. built his abode fort to

protect himself from Indians. LA ‘ :

“St, Vrain bought the Beaubois raﬁth in 1865 for his,sbn, Felix, who had
been looking after sheep on the large St. Vrain-Francisco-Daigre Ranch near

La Veta.,  Felix lived there for almost half a century. =,

"Boaubois moved his trappings to Greenhorn, where he lived with Zan
Hicklin: Within & few months an American who' had cultivated crops for
Beaubois on a share basis, rode over to the Hicklin ranch. and shot Beaubois
as the latter stood talking to Hicklin.  The wounded Frenchman ran into the
Hicklin kitchen. As Mrs. Hicklin tried to protect Beaubois, the irate, '
share-cropper burst into the house and shot his former landlord through, the
head as he lay:-on the floor. . - : .

“About 1862 ten Frenchmen who had worked as teamsters and hunters for
Bent, St. Vrain andiCompany at Bent's Fort and on the Santa Fe Trail,
settled near Huerfano Butte. They called their community Butte Valley.
Among 'them were Antoine Labrie, -French Pete, Norbert Berard, Leander Berard,
Leon Constantine, and Louis-Joseph Clouthier. . A John Brown also joinéd the
group.’ - e : :

"During the Civil War Butte Valley residents were sympathizers for the
South. Hiéklin at Greenhorn also was-known to be.in sympathy with the rebels.
As the Southern miners left the Colorado mines, they nade their way to :
Hicklin's place, where he directed them to Beulah Valley. At one time about
600 men were being drilled and armed there for possible attack.on Colorado
communities when Federal troops learned of the rendezvous. The rebels fled
southward before the U.S. soldiers reached Beulah Valley from Ft. Garland.

"Butte Valley families were accused of harboring rebels - among them
members of the Reynolds gang. Jim Reynolds and his band of Texas guerrillas
came into Southern Colorado in the summer of 1864.. They. held up stage .
coaches, taking gold and latters .containing U.S. currgn¢y. :

“The Reynolds gang struck into the mining country, but was surprised
by a 'posse of armed citizens at the head of Deer Creek ia Summit County.
One gangster was killed and Reynolds was wounded but managed to escape. Near
Canon City another member of the gang was captured and returned to Fairplay.
To save his ‘own neck he disclosed plans of the gang. Lt. George L. Shoup
and the First Colotrado Cavalry of Canon City and a group of Summit County
residents set out to capture the robbers. The gang.was,suppésed to be heading
for Butte Valley. "A runner-:was sent there telling the settlers to arrest:'

the bandits and hold them until the troops arrived.

"Two of Reynolds gang reached the Butte community, purchasing $55 worth
of merchandise and were allowed to leave. -When the soldiers arrived they
learned no attempt had been made to detain the bandits.  Lt. Shoup had all
of the settlers arrested and: taken to Denver.. o :

"The group was taken then to Buckskin Joe and'chaxgéd with aidiqg-rebeis,
all except Brown who escaped and made his way to New Mexico. . The others,
however, won their_acquittals’in the Buckskin court.
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"Hone of the Frenchmen returnsd to Butte Valley. Their huts decayed
with the advance of time, except that of Brown. Ho worked in a hotel =t

Ft. Unlon, New Mexico, for a time - accumulated 310,000 zand returned to Butte
Valley. He livad there until 1876, when he moved to Walsenburg.

~ “Huerfano Butte became important in the national picture in the 1840's
and 1850's while Senator Thomas Hart Benton of Miseouri tried to get a
railroad bullt to the Pacific Ocean. He advocated a centril route through the
Rocky Mountains, entering the peaks by way of Huerfano Butte and the Huerfano
Valley.

"It was atop Huerfanoc Butte that Senator Benton would have had the
statue of Columbus placed. Irenically, the first American statye of -
Christopher Columbus was erectad in Pueblo, only 40 miles from Huerfano
Butte, early in this century.

"On his expla;ory trips into Colorado, secking a route for the
transcontinental railroad, John Fremont passed the Fuerfano Butte. On the
fifth expedition Fremont had in his party an artist named S. N. Carvalho
who mede a daguerre process picture of Huerfano Butte.

“"The Fremont exploratory routes were not used as the path for stéel
rails, but he made himsclf famous for makins Southern California part of:the
Union. Artist Carvalho, in writing of his travels with Fremont, stated,

"If a railroad 18 ever built through this valley, I suggest that an equestrian
statue of Colonel J. C. Fremont be placed on the summit of the Huerfano
Butte: his right hand pointing to California, the land he conquered.’

"No statues ever have bheen placed atop Huarfano Butte. ‘No eastwest
trail or railroad passes close to it, but it still is the lonely sentinel
on the plains, because one of Anericﬂ s principnl northmsouth highways
asses almost at its basa.”
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Trinidad

The following‘accouht of the City of Trinidad was published in the Denver
Post October 31, 1936. .

"Bituated in a natural bowl at the foot of Fisher's Peak, Trinidad is
blessed with an outstanding climate. Although the official elevation of
the c¢ity is §,000 feet, winters are surprisingly mild. Cool summer evenings
make the area a mecca for tourists from the heat belt. '

“Trinidad has one of the most colorful histories of any in the west.
Although the town was not officially designated as such until 1877, the
history of the community dates back to 1522 when the four Bent brothers and
3t. Vrain company transported supplies over the famous Santa Fe Trail.

"The trail station at the present site of Trinidad was an important
stop on the Santa Fe trail. Both Commercial Street and Main Street, two
of the busiest in the city today, are on the original route of the trail.

“Throughout much of its early history Trinidad was in the Territory
of Jew Mexico. When the Territory of Colorado was established in 1861
the cormunity was taken under its jurisdiction. Las Animas County, <&
- which Trinidad is county seat, was created in 1806.

"The first official-towhship was platted in 1877 by Ceneral i. B.
Sopris. = . '

“Ihe 1950 census gave Trinidad a population of 12,204. Another 2,500
persons live within a radius of 1}s miles and 10,000 live wi;hin a radius
of 20 miles. o ; ¢

“Trinidad has excellent transportation facilities, being on the main
1ines of the Santa Fe and Colorado and Southern railroads, and a branch
of the Denver and Ric Crande Western. Two main bus lines serve the area,
and the Continental Air Lines maintains twoe daily flights at the Trinidad
airport. ’

“One of Trinidad's greatest agsets is the Trinidad Junior College,
founded in 1925.

“The college operates on a budget of about $285,000 a year. Present
enrollment at the two-year imstitution is 353 full-time day students, most
of them from Las Animas and Huerfano counties, and northern idew Mexico.

"Showplace of the coal mining industry is the Allen mine of the
Colorado Fuel and Iron Corporation, erected at a cost of five million
gollars about 25 miles west of Trinidad. Lloyd Ingles, superintendent of
the Allen mine, said 400 miners are now employed there, with 600 employed
at the Frederick and 200 at the Morley. Production each 24 hours is 3,000
tons at the Allen, 2,000 tons at the Frederick and 1,000 tons at the Morley.
¥Miners now average $20 a day. The mines have been operating 3 to 4 days
per week. )

“A modern filtration plant was built inm 1931 at a cost of 5614,000,
with a capacity of & miliien gallons per day."
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Weston

The town of Weston in Las Animas County, long the center of an extensive
farming and lumbering district, now has coal mining as a major industry with
the recent activation of the new $5,000,000, Charles Allen coal mine of Colorado
Fuel and Irom Corporation. The town first was settled in the early 1890's by
the Juan Sisneros family and was given the name of Los Sisneros. The Rocky
Mountain Timber Company used the town as a supply base, but it was 1892 before
there was a post office in the settlement. Bert Weston, the village blacksmith,
was given the post office and the town took his name.
From the La Veta Advertiser, April 10, 1953.

Gardner .was named for Herbert Gardner, an early settler.

Farisita is the Spanish for "little Faris Lady.” The town was originally
called Talpa,. but because of a New Mexico town of the same name, the post office
department asked that the name be changed. The people of the community elected
to call the town after Postmaster John Faris' daughter, Jeannette.

Mutual was named from a mine which was mutually operated by several people. -

Pictou was named for Pictou, HWova Scotia, Canada by a mine superintendent
who came from there.

Sulphur Springs was named for the 21 sulphur springs in the area.

Pryor, another coal mining community, now largely agricultural, was named
for Matt and Ike Pryor, early day cattlemen.

Tioga is an Indian word meaning “where it forks."

Toltec is another Indian name, a tribe of Indians in the vicinity.

Badito is reportedly another Indian name meaning Y“the crossing.” The once
thriving community is also thought to have been the first seat of government
in the territory, and the origimal government building is still standing.

Aguilar was named for another pioneer, Jose Ramon Aguilar.

From the World-Independent, July 27, 1954.

Mount Mestas

Mount Mestas, located along the La Veta Pass Highway, was long known in this
area as Veta Mountain and as 0ld Baldy. In 1949 it was given the name Mount
Mestas by the National Geographic Board at the request of civic organizations of
La Veta and Walsenburg. Dlestas served in World War II and was killed in Italy
while holding off a large force of German soldiers in order that his companions
could escape. Mestas formerly lived in La Veta and Walsenburg.
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Dodgeton Creck

It 1s possible this name is in error. The area along the lower portion of
Fhe creek was homesteaded by James ¥W. Dodgion (also spelled Dodgin) and patented
Mareh 1, 1389, It is probable the creck was named after this carly settler.-

Wildlife

The following article was published in the La Veta Advertiser of January 2,
1251, in the 40D~year ago column:

“Pom Martin caught a gold eagle in one of his coyote traps last wezk.
The bird measured six feet and four inches, tip to tip.”

A shipment'of elk was delivered to the Trinchera Ranch west of the district
in 1911. :

Five mountain lion were killed in Indian Creek during January, 195G, by
3ryan Denton, fur inspector for the State of Colorado. '

RECREATION VISITS

The following 1s a continuation of the tahle on recreation visitors foupd
on page 87. ' ' '

Using Recreatiomal Other Forest | Merely Passing

Year Facilitics Areas Through = . $0t31p
194y 12,400 T 6,100 : 10,000 28,500
1949 15,000. Co 8,200 ' 12,000 - 35,000
1950 .. 16,820 ) . 9,000 ' 15,000 . 40,820
1951 ' 17,900 ' 19,300 d 16,000 - 44,200 .
1952 20.100 12,500 20,9000 52,600%
1953 23,500 ) _ 9,000 ' 22,000 o 34,500
1954 25,000 10,000 25,000 . 60,000%*
1955 25,000 12,000 30,0M0 70,000
1556 30,000 13,000 32,000 75,000
1957 31,000 13,900 32,900 76,000
1856 32.009 14,9300 34,090 30,000

*2aarp increase in numpers of recreation visitors due to additions to the
Spanish Feaks uwistrict im 1952, consisting of the Sangre de Cristo portion of
the iuerfano District. :

wkPurther increase in number of visitors due to the addition of the Greenhorn
section of the luerfano District to tlie Spanish Peaks District in 1954.
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